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' |h|U' cpniid^r in all lights apt fupdiog fydem; sted pert^ps tl^row 
lome new ones on that mpni^^r of ppiodern policy, partici^larly as 
f elative to trade ^ which is npw beconae imrninently endangered by 
{he great e^teption of our national debt. The ufffKU ^hd even 
the ornatnental arts, ^9^ conft^ntly find ip ^ne a warm advocate 
a^d generous encouf ^^g^r, ^s ffir ^t Wft as wi^dpoi ^an wari^ant in- 
(ii^lgence to the latter. B^t i^ thenx I {h^]\ be ready to correft forr 
did *h^fes. an4 faih^oi^ablp phrtjnzies j and never fuffer ill-grounded 
paf^i^lities, in favqw of pv^cujar cn:a(flitio^erSj to n^iflea^ or im- 
|)ofe ^pon puhWc judgpi^n^ anjl juft^ce. 

. Npr fhall I p|iy fp i\\ a cqqy>liment tp v(\y fair retjders as ^ho- 
ge^er to oqfijt ^nipe^ng iptQ thejr important concerns. As ^ey 
are the lovelieft part of the human fpecies, itfurely muft be worthy 
pf» patriot- writer's, apihWw tpaimt at making thpm, in all things, 
no lefs the mofl perfefl; of cajthly beings. Wjth vvhich gpoj^ view, 
J ihaU ei^eepi it 9 d^Ughtfi)! portion o; my province, to endeavour 
at railing their general charader ?ibpve ^h^t^gynfined fphere of adipn 
in which they are too generally thought io movej and fhew that 
not only their- wifdom sn4 virtue, bi»t fven their t 
^s, their aniufernents, naay be. made conducive tc 
.and welfare. Truth ha^n VP knpw, defervedly a 
^heir cftin^atjon of things : andi therefore, as theii 
j:Dpceive they wi}I be gvwtly pleafed, with halving 
<)ns and adions candidly brought to the trial of it;.' 
•ver* well aware, that a becpming 4elica^y in the 
them univerfally adopf the maxim, that k is bctte 
than treated abruptly: confequently, from an u 
-^ vhiph I J^npw they exerpife of jufaUibly deciding, wjicrc fipcerity 
.cpnplq^es and flafjefy pqoHiiences, it iijuft greatly t^ehcive the 
\fjerald, to he fpfi^iently pn his guSF4 ui all points of decorupi 
.with the ladipsj ^ raaUer whlfh, ?s it ought, fhalj ever engfofs a 
. fuit^hle ih^e pf his atjeptiiop. 
1 ' i . 

Hiving thus given a flight Iketch of my general defign, which 
I would fain perfuade myfelf to believe muft encounter univerfal ap- 
probation, little remains for enlarging on in this paper, more than to 
requeft the affiftance of all who can inform the public of fad:s 
which they are intereftcd in the knowledge of 5 ¥rho will endeavour 
a reformation in matters they eflentially err in; or think it worthy of 
their labour to contribute letters .or eftays for their entertainment or 
inftrvi^ion; afTuring my kind correfpondents, that all hints /hall 

mankfuUy acknowledged and carefully improved; while thofe 
who honour me with finiftied productions, may depend on feeing 
them treated with all the dcfcrenirc and regard they can deferve. 

Bebg 
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Being thoroughly convinced, that on the ufefulnefs only of- a 
paper of this kind, its encouragement, nay even its very exiftence, 
m'uft depend, I (hall, of courfe, be careful to'ihfufc into it, all /f^> 
the praaical knowledge I am mafter of or can acquire; and as / 1 
little as poflible indulgfethe excurdons of fancy, the perplexities of --^^ -^ 
cavil, the dreams of imagination, or the abftrufe difquifitions of 
fcience. I profefs to write to all: and therefore it will be my aim 
and defire, by all to be clearly and readily undcrftood; fo that e- 
very pedantic afFcdation, either in matter, method or ftile, I (hall 
feduloufly avoid in the profecution of my undertaking ; not only 
as unneceffary for lalutary advice and wholfome reproof 5 , but^ alfo 
as disfiguring ornaments in themfelves,"that ferve but to ftigmatize 
their uiers with the imputation either of a falfe or a vitiated tafte^ 

Strength, order and fimplicity conftitute in writing as in build- 
ing, the genuine fublime : and the revelations of truth, like a 
temple erected to her iionour, fliould be free from all the tricks 
of art, elegantly noble, but plain. 

, W^.have feen .Mrre?n held up that fefledted nothing: Centineh 
ported to no purpofe: Cr^^-Zr^^^ planted btit to wither : Humanifis 
prefenting their opiate dofes to naufeating ftom'achs in vain: J'ejh 
and Contefts Have rifen up, as the earth-born warriors of old front 
the dragon's teeth, but to vapour, maintain a fhort fcnffle, and ex^- 
pire. And to what other caufe can the mifcarriages in their fcveral 
attempts be imputed, than this fingle one, 7^^ voice of truth was 
not found amrig them. / - _ 

But, with e^tpedlatloh^ of; better fuccefs, under the banner of 
wraqty^ for an Hcrculqui attack of the Hy^z frauds dpes thte 
' Herald now manfully ihRft himfelf : . truth arming him with a f\yord 
* of divine temperament > and candour prefenting him with a buck- 
ler of fure proof for his defence. Tnus equipt, he courageouffy 
enters the liftsj and hopes he (hall acquit himjTelf with . general 
approbation, - , 
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SATURDAY, September 24, 1757. 
To be continued every Saturday* 

A thoufknd horrid Prodigies foretold it» 

A feeble Gwemmenf^ eluded Laws, 

A faftious PopuIacBy luxurious Nobles^ 

And all the Maladies of finking States. Johnson. 

<HE ingenious author of the nervous lines I 
^ have chofen for my Motto j has marked in them 
I the caufes of the final overthrow of the great- 

Iefl: empire, that ever exifted upon earth. In 
doing which, it cannot be doubted, his princi- 
I pal aim was to awaken attention, for oblerving 
I the ruinous tendency of prevailing evils in his 
Own country: anfwering therein the nobleit ends of poetry, by 
.4 endeavouring the conviction of error, and in giving lalutary ad^ 

% monition to his readers. . 

That fuch caufes, from their very nature, muft produce fuch an 
<^<fl, is wiiat^ I believe^ no man of fpecuhttion Will fcruple to ac- 
VOL. L B knowledge} 
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jcnowladge ; andi thcrdetpe it cannot but he i^omtd a lauidable en- 
quirjr as it certainly is aninter«<H«g Qpq, wh^bar our iiaftioH ia .y 

kifc^ed to a dang^ous degree^ or not> with (Uch fatal coaftitu- ^^ 

tional di{G3£ei^ 

Of the feeblenffs c^ gwernmant, tbere eertainly requires na 
flronger evidence for proof, than that ks opeiratians are evidently 
influenced by fear, whether on too flight menaces of invafions 
from without^ or from the outrage of difcontent, of internal in- 
furreAions* There is no doubt but that to exprefs extraordinary 
apprehenfions implies guilt> ^nd xhevefore an adminiflration, that 
a^£ with a manifeft fear of the peop}/;, will always be fufpi&ded 
o^ cofifcious inic^pity. In aconflitution like ours, t[he crown, ih its 
fxeeirtive protiftce, fliouW never aft in -awe oP any fubordinatc 
part of legiflative authority. It is neceflary alike for the fafety 
and happinefs of the nation, that all legal prerogatives, as well 
as privileges^ flioirfd o^rate with unbroketi force in their full 
vigour^ f^hether (tk«xf j^yp {lappeng^ 9Py l^t; ijlfl^ces of an 
arbitrary power exercifed in defence of privilege which thftd-own 
^xighr jjot, JMT Harrs nnt aflKrr m fiippntfJof prrragarivr > «y rcadrrji 
muil determiiif^ a|lthfit I fliaH prefuajf (q qbfpfve i^ that if fuch 
pradices ihould j;aiA eflgbliflbimei^^ tb^liberty» happinpfeaodpa^ 
fperity of the people WQuld he no hk ^n^ane^red thereby, nay per« 
naps much more fo> ttiin by equal ftretches of regal authority. But> 
ts €(MBe t© faftf di{iiuiIion3 fst the points nave we not> "inbrfi thdit 
once» feeii pajrtie^^ najr erca paKki^ar mM> prefcribkig terms for 
ikmr fe m e e -te^tite g oy cmwcnt ? tndiRplMtis flail w w e, htefe 



not feen goverosuuktreliifl^aniily btndiogtoacwiptiance with then\ 

f clinquifh their points, nay eveo ri^fcind their pwu adls, from an 
awe of the, peopled Whether ihoife afts were unjuftly puflied,. 
or unreafonably oppofed, is no point of prefent confidaration ; their 
being refolutely attei9pted> and timidly reUnqniflifid or revoked,, 
are m the proofs tha( are requiikp tf> exemplify m obvious debility 
of government. 

That froQi a }ax^ of xliA:)pliae in (mr ^taporiom^cA inaoagei«Ven^». 
tibene k top ihafu^ul ^n elision oi wholfooaup lavs^ U an evidei»t 
9nd melafic^oly trvth i fif which bnt few ge^aral iiUlanc^s will he 
fySiCimt £pv (XHwi^Uon* k it n^ notorious ^t the n^genciss and 
forrpptjofis 9f iA£pnpr ix^j;ijQ;rates and p^ace-o^oers Eave iufiered 
yioea i^p^y to lag^io ^ law^ cla^^ of the peopk,. to a degree 
9ott9hf i^i^d in Aoy Pther nation of Europe? P9 not the pel;* 
Mtual ♦Iwies pf th^ u?ver-^no«gMo-be-yaiJ»€d Weffiog of Ijlirijj 
dijicover ;h9 inoft ab^4(Hhe4 W»4 4»PS9fscH«s Uc^ntipoihefs? h t;h«r 
undermining propagation of popery under th^ r^raint of t^^qf* wi^ 
91*^ i^hJitvy laws wiiih which ou;: p^oiwl^pt fot^atho^s ffr^^^o- 

iMi%^Ac^t)i<3f4vUiw4i^^ l^tim 
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/lot a want of all n^ceflaiy and legal inTpedioti inta the cnannek 
fr . -of ^^ply to o)ir ^blic markets, particularly of the metropolis^ 

K where foreftallers and engroflers, in the articles of Fifh and Fleih^ 

jhave apparendy reduced their oppreffive pra<9:ices into a regular and 
eflahUihed fyftew ? and very lately in the article of bread, through- 
out the nation, w^s not a fniall natural want^ if any at all, im- * 
proved even to a degree of artificial famine ? And are not noto- 
rious corruptions, perjuries and iniquitous partialities, pradlifed 
mth^ impunity in parliamentary elections j pregnant in their nature 
with every pvil, and threatening, in their confequences, even the 
HW^er^hrow of our happy conftitution ? 

That our popiila^ce is difpofed to turbulent fa6lion, requires nof 
ftronger proof than in the exifting inflance of their riotous oppoii- 
-tion to jb^e eftablifhment of the Militia : an inflitution that^ I may 
/ay, they even demanded of the legiflature : being, no longer ago 
ihm la^ furamer, clamorous almpft to a degree of feditkm for ob- 
lajning it. I have heard it urged indee^, land not without fh-ong 
colour \o£ reafon, tt^at the law wants amendments for its being ef- 
fectually 4:arried into execution: a misfortune that attends too 
ipany laws of late ytats promulgated. But I, however^ appeal to 
^U t^ narratives |iitherto published, if the tumultuous obftrudtions 
j^ has met with have not been fimply oppofed to the inflitution 
j^n g^n^al, and npt to any partici^lar reguls^fions or modifications of 
}^ : and therefpre it is to be hoped that the warmefl: advocates for 
f)lebean iaddtgence, will, in this point, refolve to give them up, by 
f an^dly owning that it was the duty of particulars, in a cafe more 
Sf^j^ccifiXiy |hat fo ftrongly regards their own fafety, to have patiendy 
lohmitted to the eadurance of a few temporary inconvemences, till 
diey could refpedfully have applied for parliamentary relief: for 
till t)>at is refufed thepi in the proper channel of redrefs, the great- 
eft legal liberty can warrant no people to refift, with violence, the 
execution of laws. lam^ and ever will be, a warm advocate for 
^ rights of mankind i but think it, however, no lefs necefi^ary 
^^r the welfare of fociety that licentioufnefs fhould have its rea- 
ibn^Jble curbs being convinced that wherea government^ through 
inju|dicious lenity, fufifers individuals with impunity to venture a 
W^Aton refiftance of authority^ anarchy muft be th^ confequence 
of it : thaa which no evil can be more fatal to a nation. Other 
iaStvoncps of the fa<^oufnefs of our popplace are to be found in 
their open icoffings at all difcip)ine, religious as well as civil: their 
€optei]9pt of all order, frequent menace of all juflice, and extreme 
promptitude to tuniultous rifings from the flighteft mc^ves, and 
very often without the fhadow of any rational ones whatever ; evils 
is ^at fyp the very foundations of government; and which render 

9X1 B^jpcrty, g^ evep pergonal fa|ety precarious^ 

Of 
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Of the luxury of our nobles I need give no exsimpies in ptoof j 
the glare of it is general, and beyond the powers of the moft 
princely fortunes to fuftain. I moft heartily wi(h that I could fay 
10 enervating and deftrudlive a vice wras confined toj their order : 
but, alas, it muft be confeft to rage through everj' rank of out 
' people, even to the very dregs of them. The oftlcr, v^ho faid 
lie could not do with lefs than eights pints of beer a day, is, in 
his fphere, as luxurious as the lord, whofe houfehold confumes 
as many dozen of claret. The evil, however, it muft be confeft, 
fprung from, and is fupported by, the extravagances of the great; 
ind with them corredion muft commence, or a reformation is nevet 
like to take place: the alternative to which can be no other than 
general beggary, with, probably, general flavery for its attendant. 
But thcfe points I (hall hereafter difcufs more at large; the meer 
mention being only requifite for my prefent purpofe. A too ex- 
tenfivc nobility is a heavy burthen to any ftate ; and an encreafing 
one, the infcparable evil of all when on the decline; whofe progrefs 
to ruin they greatly accelerate by the profufions that fubjed theit 
order to mean, diflionourable and dangerous fubferviencies. If 
with their fortunes their paffions, appetites, lives and pofterities 
were to be annihilated, it would little import a people how faft 
their titled fools put a period to them all. But where honours are 
hereditary, and while exiftence continues, not only the cravings 
of nature, but alfo lufts and vanities will be importunate ; and iJF 
BOt to be gratified by worthy means, will prompt the applicatioa 
of unwormy ones : and governments, like ufurers, exad hard 
terms for their afliftance to the neceffitous. Little reading or ob-^ 
fervation is requifite to difcover that in all countries where liberty 
lias been facrificed or independency loft, nothing has contributed 
more to the accompliftiment of the evil, than the vices and wants 
of a luxurious and numerous nobility. 

From the few proofs which I have exhibited, and the abundant 
convictions, within the reach of all raenfe obfervation, that they 
lead to, I hold myfelf fufiiclently authorized to pronounce that 
the caidfos of national ruin are undeniably working their fatal efi- 
fefls among us : warnings of which have long endtigh been 
given: but, enflaved by infidious lufts, immerfed in fordid pur- 
fuits, and hurried on by our promptitude to prefent gratifieatiorf, 
we feal our ears to the remonftrances of reafon, our eyes to the 
conviction of danger ; and probably ftiall not awaken from out- 
dream of fecurity till our lot is become defpeiate and our con^ 
dition irretrievable. 

No nation was ever rumed but by wilful and perverfe Windnefs'. 
Was Athens fubjeCted, or Rome enflaved, unwarned by their l^es 
of the evils impending? What noble monuments are there. yet 
cxifting of eloquent expoftulation on the dangerous tendeneies of 

their 
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their principles and praftices! what laboured fyftems of policy 
wrote, and what vigorous efforts of patriotifm made, to brace 
* anew the nerves of government, and repel the inundations of 

overpowering enormities ! But the maladies were too deeply 
rooted for the moft powerful applications to effedt their cure. 
Nations who had loft their virtue became regardlefs of the confe- 
quences of vice : intoxicated with the enjoyments of the prefent 
hour, they grew beedlefs of futurity; and revelled in imagined 
fecurity till refiftance was in vain. 

What forcible and pathetic warnings of the miferies that were 
to befall them had not the perverfe Jews, from their heavenly-in- 
fpircd prophets ! who in the difcharge of their facred miflions were 
at bcft unattended to, and often, by a fenfual and worldly- mined 
race, even fcoffed at and impioufly reviled. Nay, the Redeemer 
of mankind, the Son of God himfelf, with the evidence of mi- 
racles for the verification of his dodlrine, faw his prophefies dif- 
regarded, and his precepts defpifed. 

Wc arc, therefore, not to wonder at the infenfibility we behold' 
in our own country, to the warnings of wifdom and the demon- 
firations of fciencie, conceriiing the imminent danger to which 
wc fee every thing brought that is, or ought to be, dearly pre- 
cious to a free people. I am not of that gloomy-minded tribe, 
who think all irretrievable already : being perfuaded there are yet 
remains of virtue, vigour arid m^ans among us fufficient to recover 
lis from our lapfed condition, if they are but timely and efFeftually 
applied: holding, with the EJHmatcr of the Manners and Principles' 
ef the TimeSy the argument in-conclufive, and its concomitant 
refignation of fpirit poor, that iiations, like human bodies, proceed 
in the fame irrevokaale manner from infancy to maturity ^ from ma^ 
turity to death. For^ continues that fenfible author, the human body 
contains^ in its very texture^ the feeds of certain dijfolution — But tn 
JhcietieSj of whatever kind^ there feems nofuch necejfary tendency to 
dijfolution. Sopii; after, he obferves \hzt fates funk in corruption and 
debility^ have been brought back to the vigour of their firji principles-^ 
and is [^eafed to refer our correction to a time of neceflity, or, as 
I fiippofe, of general diftrefs. But in this point I muft beg leave 
to profefs myfelf ci a different opinion : being perfuaded that ge- 
neral diftrefs, in a mix't government, is extremely liable to produce 
anarchy and confuiion: in the operations of wmch, paffion takes 
the place of reafon, and makes the odds confiderable on the fide 
of its having a fatal rather than a falutary iftue. 

There never fure was a greater folecifm in politics, than the af- 
fertion, that private vices are public benefits. If by public is meant 
an adminiftration only, the argument, in a limited degree, may 
indeed be allowed to hold good. A ftate of vice and diflipation 
undoubtedly makes the circulation of riches fwift : out of which 

temporary 
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temporary fuppUes may abundfntljf jnd with facility be raifcd* 
But even in this confined fenfe, the tendency of the principle ji$ 
apparently fo ruinous, that no minifter, but a finifhed villain, would 
endeavour to avail himfelf of the ufe of itj as none can do fo, bi^t 
fuch as determine, at all events, to niake the moft of power, >v,hile 
they can keqp it, for their families and dependants, quite regard- 
lefs of all confequences whatever they may prove. The fagaci-r 
ous Montefquieu, with true wifdom, declares that free goyemnients 
and nations have their firength in virtue j whpfe opjnion is not 
only agreeable to right reafon, but confirmed ^y all obfervation ^d 
experience. No fiate eyer yet acquired power a»d eminenpe, hi^ 
by the exertion of all focial and heroic virtj^es : nor ever loft them but 
by the indulgence of effeminating follies and 4ebUkatuig vices. Ig 
their afcent to greatncfs, every peqple are full of the love of Ut)erty; 
they glow with patriot emulation apd generou? regard} pfa(i^icp 
fclf denial, abhor frsmd, ftimpl^fp induftry, ^c firoi^g i^ tjieiir 
natural affedions and nobly-finaple in tfipir mappers. But in theijr 
decline from dignity, the oppofite qualities have unlipji^ed 
icop?. A love of plpafur^ enfeeblp$ and ei^fljiyes tben^ : alj tjepom^: 
fprvile an4 felfifh: public fervice is negledt?^/ apd pubjic tr^ft^ 
are abufed : prefent and parti^ gratifipat^flns are me only pbj^s pvyr-n 
fued : Particulars over-reach one another, and all eagerly end^a^. 
Your at the plunder of the ftate : domeftic happinefs is difir^g^ird.n 
ed, and the rights of pofterity are facrificed : friendfhip becomeSf 
treacherous, and all focial intercouffe degenerates into meer empQr 
form, plundering defign, or the peftilent confederacies of iniquity. 

Whether Mandevtlle, therdtore, or Montefqtdeu is the trueij> 
philofopher, let the people of Qreat Britain impartially deterxjoine. 
And if the f)rftem of the fbrnx^r is found to have impaired our 
fgcurity, let that of the latter b^ timply applied for its reftoratioij^ 
left the prognofticati5)ns in my no^otto arefulfille^x np^ only in the 
overthrow of our happy cpnftkution bijt eveij lA the fubjuga,tioa,c^ 
us to provincial mifery : than which a greater corf?^ cannot poffibly, 
befall any people. And if my rca^ij^rs ihpuld be abandoned^ 
enough to fay, upon p^rufipg ^is r^mon^aij^e, ^t it is a poin^ 
which pofterity muft regard ; we then naay conclude purfelves in 
the laft ftage of ruinous infenfij^ijlity, ajwi prepare <?Uf own necl^^ 
for the reception pf the yoke. 
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SATURDAY, October I, 1757. 


To be continued every Saturday. 



The exorbitant tride stftd wealth cf£ England fufficiently account 
for its prcfent efFcminacy. 

Eftimate of the Manners and Principles of the Times. 

f H E author of the book I have taken my Motto 
\ from, tliroughoat the third and concluding part 
\ of his performance, conftantly couples exorbi- 
[ tant wealth with trade; and to their joint effedls 
attributes the prevailing ruinous turns of our 
manners and principles, with the too-apparent, 
and by-all-acknowledged, wretched condition 
of our country. 
He Is pleafed to declare hinifelf a dofet-obfervatof, i retired 
fpeculative-man, as indeed, in many particulars, his produdlion 
fufficiently fhews him to be : but in nothing more than his attri- 
buting to trade, by which he evidently means our foreign com- 
merce, the vaft monied property of the nation, and its concomi- 
tants luxury, effeminacy, rapine and all the various evils that con- 
tribuOe to the endangering of our conftitutlonal liberty and na- 
tional independence, 
VOL. I. C That 
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That commerce is the natural fource of riches to a people, is a. 
truth too evident to be controverted. That nations writhout mines 
©f the precious metals of their own, can have no other way of 
acquiring them, but by plunder or traffic muft be granted. That 
our abundant neceffary natural-produdts, convenient fituation, and 
national turn to induftry, give us great commercial advantages 
over moft other countries of Europe cannot be denied : and that 
we have immenfe riches in the hands of fome particulars, and a 
general fliew of wealth, throughout the kingdom, are admitted. 
From all which premifes, it is no caufe for wonder if a clofet-fpe- 
culator draws, with ftrong conviction of truth, this conclufion, 
that our exorbitance of wealth muft. be derived from an exorbi* 
tance of trade, becaufe in the natural courfe of things it undeni- 
ably fhould be fo. 

However fclf-evrdent fuch deduftions maV feem, yet are they 

indubitably liable to fallacy, as in the progreis of this enquiry will 

■be (hewn. Of a like nature are our opinions of the circumftances 

jf^ Great^Britain : which certainly n^y appear in {hew the reverfe 

of what they are, as I beg leave to illuftrate by a familiar example. 

A man may be the poffeflbr of a very great cftatc: his lands 
may be improvable; ms tenants honeft and induftrious, and his 
yearly income immenfc. Bat he is heedlefs and profufej his 
luxury is unbounded ; his gcnerofity immeafurable: he is cajolled 
by hangers-on, plundered by fervants; is improvident in all things: 
his yearly income is found gready infufficient for his yearly dif- 
birrfements. Inattentive to confequences, he feeks temporary re- * 
lief in anticipation j involves his circumftances j mbrtgagej .his 
farms; adds accumulating intereft to increaiing incumbrances; 
continues, to lay himfelf under no reftraint for money till the rent 
of his laftacre becomes alienated; his creditors foreclofe; and he 
finds himfelf, at once, irretrievably undone. The operations of 
thefe caufes are exadUy ftmilar in public and private affairs : their 
effeds may be diiFerent ; and undoubtedly will be. For as in one 
cafe the debtor is firft ruined, in the other, that muft be infallibly^ 
the creditor's lot. 

Thus from figure arc we not always to judge of circumftances ;. 
hor from appearances to take realities for granted. Commerce was 
undoubtedly the firft foundation of our paper-wealth : our paper- 
wealth ia^ now deftroying our commerce 3. and will inevitably becoQie 
thefirftvidiminher ruin. Ouringeniouscftimatorthercfore,however 
plaufible in his fyftem, and however right in his traces of the pn>r 
grefs of corruption into our manners and principles, is efSentially^ 
miftaken in his judgment of the governing caufe to which hci 
attributes tbofe fatal cfiTeds* Which being a point of coniequence 
for the nation to be fet right in,^ I cannot^ I think, io^xofe upon 
myfelf a more laudable undertaking than to endeavour the exhi^ 
bitioa of conviction thereon. 

When 
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When, no' longer ago charr kfl fpriiig, the government wanted 

to raife three millions and an half upon credit, for the fervice of 

^ the current year, two fcheroes for that purpofe were, by their pro- 

• ^ jedors, offered to the public, which were both of them embraced 

^ by particulars with fuch eagernefs, that, it is faid, there were ac- 

tually fubfcribed and offered, almoft inftandy, to one and the Other 

above nine millions. This fct all unintelligent people agaze I and 

.made thouiands of them exultingly cry out—** Whofitfs out nation 

** is in want of money? If the government wants twenty tniBom it is 

•* evident they may have them'' : 

Thefe appearances and ailertions, I own^ a good deal con-* 
founded me. From fome.pradkical knowledge I have in thefe mat- 
.ters, as well as from the conViiftions of reafon, I was fatisfied that 
.the monied people of England, keep no/uch immenfe fums unap^ 
propriated or unemployed in their liands ^ that there could not be 
idle in thepurfes of prticulars, twenty millions^ norten^ nor five, 
nor probably one : that the Government's loan muft principally be 
made them good in folid wealth : that theiip had been a yearly de- 
jnand, at le^dftin two preceding ones, for large additional fuppties, 
.which were engrafted into the national debt, and there locked u^ 
irom farther operation : that fuch an aggregate flock, if found in 
the kingdom, could only arife from the ballance of commerce : that 
bur commerce did not, nor could produce fuch a yearly ^ncreafe 
of wealth : and confequently, that there choft be fome extraordi-* 
nary fallacy in the affair \ uncomprehended by, aind perhaps gready 
ruinous to the community. 

From fuch a train of leading convidlions, I fet fltyfelf ferioufly 
to confider what the fburces could be of fuch abundant channels 
for the fupply of government wants: imagining, at the fame fime, 
that through the traces of caufes I might nu>re clearly elucidate 
the tendency of effefts. With this view, I endeavoured to avail 
myfelf of the opinions and informations of others^ 1 made many 
collateral and fome general enquiries of perfons who I knew were 
intereiled and imagined intelligent in thofe m^te^^. To my cir^ 
cumftantial queftions I received many fatisfadtory anfwers : to my 
general ones never any at jdl. So veiy inattentive a#e people to 
things that it much concerns them to confider and know. How- 
ever, the particulars I coUeded have affifted nyt in the invefli- 
gation ib effectually, that I hope to demonftrate our enormous 
health is pot folid, nor the effe& of enormoire^ foreign trade ; and 
that, notwithftanding its Birft foundation mighit have been laid in 
conunercial gains, the fuperfimdore has been chiefly raifed and its 
yearly augmen^tioqs are now made from other, and thofe very 
^ dangerous, caufes \ infallibly deflradtive in their confequences. To 

^j the evident proving of which importsmt points I appropriate this 

^d my two following papers. And intend in fome fubfcquent 
9ne$ to produce inilwoes iufficienk toj)ro9e that our national' trade 

now 
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now is, and long has been grcady on the dedlne : that odr late ad- 
miniftrations arc not with reafon to be accufed of having made it 
too much their objefl:; having neither afforded it their attention 6r 
:fupport : that many important regulations are eflentially neceffary to 
-be madey and our general condu^ with regard to it fpeedily altered, 
or that a great ded of the beneficial part which yet remains wHl 
infallibly be loft* 

I (hall dedicate the remainder of this paper to the taking of a 
flight furvey of our traders i in my next I purpofe to examine the 
general ftate of our commerce : and in the following one fliall 
endeavour to devdopcthe myfteries of our fubfcription-fupplies, and 
difcover the ruinous tendencies of them. 

Briftol, Liverpoole, Hull and other rifing ports, with refped to 
their trading inhabitants, may be deemed truely and genuinely 
commercial. This of London was once moft eminently the fame: 
now it has a mifchievous mixture,, principally in the firft clafs of 
thofe who are generally deemed^ but improperly denominated, 
iuerchants. All our cojirt undertakers, who, if I may be indulged 
in a quibble, are preparing the funeral of public welfare and hap* 
pinefs^ fuch as fund-mongers, loan-jobbers, contradors and remit- 
ters, and with them, moft of the governors and directors of our 
great trading companies, however immenfe their dealings may be, 
deferve not the appellation of merchants. Thefe, minifters call and 
affcA to have thought fuch 5 being under their influence and ready 
to take the lead, to ferve court purpofes, in all the public opera* 
tions of trade and traders, whether to adulate adminiftrations, carry 
their corrupt and partial points, ftifle commercial complaints, or pre- 
vent their encountering conftitutional embarrafsments. Though 
fomc of thefc may occaiionally deal for their millions in Change 
Alley, their undertakings are no ways confpicuous on the Royal 
Excnange ; not is it but very rarely that they honour it with their 
company. In the fame degree of eminence, for trade, I placer 
Exchangers, Infurers, and Agents or Fadlors for our colonies and 
foreign fadories^ whofc numbers are great, and whofe importance 
butlitde. ^ ^ 

The real merchants are thofe who carry on a trade of export* 
and imports, principally, if not entirely upon their own account. 
Of thefe there are many and confiderable dealers in the metropo- 
lis : but few, if any, to the extent of her antient illuftrious tra-* 
ders. It cannot now be remarked, as it was with propriety of 
genuine merchants in the days of Addifon and Steele, that parti-' 
cular men negotiated buftnefies for more money in an hour, upon' 
the Royal Exchange, than many of our kings, whofe ftatues ftand 
above them, had yearly circulated through their Exchequers : or 
that there were traffickers fo eminent in general commerce, that let 
the wind blow from what quarter of the compafs foever, they 
muft be fecure of its bringing fome of their veftels into our ports.' 

The 



Digitized by 



Google 



No. ^ Or PATRIOT-PROCL AIMER. 17 

The laft of fuch giants in trade were the Shepherds, Wardes, 
Dclme^s, Houblons, and others their cotemporarics : thofe who 
1^, fucceeded them bcmg, in comparifon, but dwarfs and pigmies. 

^ Nor do wc ii^e by meer merchandi^g immenfe fortunes raifed 

in our days. The foundations of fome ample ones have, perhaps, 
l)cen laid in tittdc, but their foperftrudurcs were in general raifed 
hy government engagements. We fee all who are fortunate enough 
ito noake but moderate commercial acquifitions, reth-e from that 
tradl for a fwiftcr improvement of them by Jobbs. With this view 
we behdd a great increafe of mercantile members in a certain 
ij^iGembiy; than whom, in general, none appear more pliant,. and 
jiohe, it is imagined, have weightier reafons fer being fo.. In the 
tnean time, our trs^Hcking eminence has fo confpicuoufly declined, 
that in many of our moft ftaple commodities dealings have dropt 
from hand to hand, till^ I am, well informed, the very manufac- 
^"turers themielTes are become the principal exporters of them: 
no fi^er change being now kft, but that which I fear is creep- 
ing on them, and, perhaps, fafter.than we are in general aware 
of, Mter annihilation* I have been aflured that the want of emplo)/^ 
'ment among oar weavers^ contributed not a little to the compleat- 
k\go£ marine regiments, and the manning of privateers. If fo, 
<watr proves a lucky drain for people who might otherwke have 
'Endangered fociety from their defperadon, or made a new fpecies 
^ hoTpitals abfolutely requisite; 

In the afFeding meditation of fo threatening a rcvcrfc of things, 
iet me indulge nidanchbly by comparing, in one view, die fordid 
-contradion with the glorious expanfion of the mercantile character 
-In London. 

In the firfl ftages of our fpreading commerce, its happy influence, 

like tSiat of morning rays, was cfaearing, refreffaing, enlightening and 

invigorating to aU. Sir Tbomas Gre(ham rofe even as a Sun in our 

TDi^rdiertt beniifphere, animating to indufiry, art and fcience: 

(ib^ngchening, enriching, enofalaighis country! inftead of atchieV- 

" kig Tillies in fi>reign lands, to gratify the vain ambitioa or reli- 

t gioii^ phrenzy of Kings (which never availed us in ou^t) with the 

•wafte of ^Dur national w^th, and the diminution of t£e kingdom's 

' ilrength by the lavifli flaughterof thoufands of her fubjeds^ the de- 

' iblating genius of^earlier cera's, he laid the laftingfomidttioos of fa- 

'pirior greatnefs to die ftate, and of more rational bliis to the. com- 

-iiiumty^ He traniplaiited ^otn rival .nations arts that ftrengthencd 

government by an extending.reveaoe and aA encreafing people, .in 

furnifhing the latter with inexhauftible means, by peaceable indu- 

ftry, for exiting ; at the fame time affording opportunities for the 

improvements of maritime fkill and the foundation of naval might : 

«j a plenteous fource of riches to the nation, her moft refpedable 

power as well as her fafeft, fureft and moft natural defence. We 

read that fingly by his great fkill and credit in exchange and money 

tranfa€tions. 
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,. tranfaiStions, he releafcd the royal revenue from Tapping and embar- 
I raffing mortgages to foreign ftates ; thereby reftoring the enfeebled 
nerves of government, and enabling the crown to operate veith 
becoming dignity in the general concerns of Europe. His ftately 
public-edifices, charitable foundations and fcientinc endowments, 
are other glorious demonfbations of the greatnefs of his mind and 
the noble qualities of his heart. From his generous and general re- 
gard they were worthily eftablifhed ; from our fordid partialities and 
ihameful negledts they are now infamoufly abufed. 

Another mercantile character moft eminendy great was that of 
Mr. Sutton j who in the reign of Queen ElizabeA had a perfonal 
credit fo extenfive, and a foul capable of fo patriot an exertion of it, 
that he protracted the equipment of the formidable Spani/h araiadt 
for a whole year, and thereby gave his country time to arm herfelf 
for refifting the meditated invafion, by engroffing the capital of the 
bank of Genoa ; on loans from which Philip depoided for the com- 
pleatingof his armament: from the want of wnich timely fuccours 
his project was delayed, and probably afterwards defeated. Yet 
was this eminent fervice to the fkue, like the abovementioned one 
of Sir Thomas Grefliam, fo far from being done from lucrative 
views, that he is faid to have fuffered a confiderable lofs by the nego^ 
tiations. Thofe were not days for iniquitous jobbs s merchants 
then adedupon generous and public-fpirited principles; they were 
eminently beneficent to mankind ; the a&dionate lervers, not the 
infatiable plunderers of their country t 

Other inftances might be furni(hed of illuftrious particulars : ^ 
well as of a generous zeal that frequently influenced whole bodies of 
traders, and particularly thofe of London, to ample voluntary contri* 
butions and national enterprizes. Such as niight (hame, 'k a fenfe 
of fliame was among them, the cormorants of Jonathan's and Gar- 
raway's, theMevourers of turtle and the conmiunity. 

Had our Eftimator therefore, inftead of fuppofing trade has 
been too much our ob^ed, pronounced wealth, however acquired^ 
is too much our idol ; and attributed to the extention of paper-pro- 
perty the corruptions of our manners and principles, as well as 
the ruinous fituation of our public affairs, he had gone nearer by far 
to the truth than his prefent work has carried him. The genuine 
produce of trade is folid riches : of which we have certainly no 
luper-abundance in the nation. It is artificial wealth only, with the 
iniquitous management of it, that at prefent diforders and in the 
ififue, it is to be &ared> will undo us. 
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See where the balance lies. Thii is not a fiAitiou^ and imagi- 
nary computation. . ' Trenchard. 

^y defigni: I fhlll now take a 
I Purvey of our national com- 
g with the empire of Riiffia. . . 
nd after him Mr. Poftlcthrtray te, 
uxce VKC p«y to Mofcoyy yearly 
ing. . An amazing'fijim to givq 
trades Mrith u§ only upon her 
moftly jo; comitoditjeis jthat we 
might as well befupplied with from our owp plantitions^/We have, 
likewife^ frequently of late had fubfidiary: treaties with ber^ :wjjich 
not a. little enhanced fo enormous a b^apce. NotwithAaodihg 
whiichi fhe hi^s our friendfhip in fo light, fegard, that hut very 
lately, while fhe. was taking our money for the hire of her itrOops-, 
fhe marched them in fupport of the oppqfite caufe. By which 
pjiearis, principally, his Majcfty's eledtoral dominions hgve \been 
Dyer-run, the liberties of the fubordinate ftates of the empire en- 
dangeredj if not entirely loft^ and the balance of Europe^ which 
within a century paft has coft us hundrec^s of thoufands of lives 
and hundreds of .millions of money to fupport, is entirely pvcrfet, 
and our own independency put fo much to the hazard, Uiat, pro- 
bably, nothing but a fpccdy rupture betvVixtjhe three great powers 
at prefent leagued together can pteferve if. 

Mr. Hanway, poffibly from a partial regard fpr the Ruffia trade 
or traders, has been pleafed to confider our conunercial treaty as 
an important point gained of that empire, principally for this fingle 
•eafon ^becaufc the Dutch afterwards tried and could no^ obtain 
the like. Why the Ruffians ihould give us the preference, many 
VOL. I. ^ D • . wife 
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wife rcafons may be affigncd: gnd why the Dutch (hould wifli 
for fuch a treaty is fufficicntly obvious. With regard to the 
Ru/Hans, it was certainly ^eir interefi: to oblige a nation ip fo 
gainful a trade to themfelves, who could, if we had been put 
upon it, have found a remedy in our own hands; which the Dutch' 
had it not in their power to do ; and therefore mufl deal with 
them at any rate* BefCdetf, with a (hew of obliging U3 for their own 
fervice, they knew they could at any time couttnand both our 
' purfes and our power. The Dutch are not fo complimentary with 
their fleets upon all occaiions as we are difpofea to be; nor fo" 
jready to makf? fubiidiary treaties for troops not like to be employed^ 
In (hort, they are not fuch dupes and bubbles on all occafions as 
♦vre have been; but confidcr tncir own intercft, and purfuc it hr 
preference to that of others ; which of late has been rarely the 
practice of Great Britain. Why the Dutch fhould follicit fuch ^ 
treaty is eafily to be accounted for. As, befides the neceflity of 
getting commodities they cannot do without, or be fupplied fo well " 
with from other places, it is jvell known to be a point of great 
importance to them to make their country as much as poflible the 
mart for Baltick commodities to the foutheirn dates and kingdoms 
of Europe ; which not only leaves an important profit in their 
ports, bat alfo fecures to their (hipping the gain and employment 
of navigating them. The power and Uftits derived formerly to 
the United Provinces by being the intervening monopolizers of the 
Bakick commerce tp aod with the fonthern countries, is now well 
underftood by all parties. It is therefore no; wonder that the 
Dutch ihottld be follicitous to preierve it, or that the powers of 
the North, and particularly Ruifia, . fhould be willing to break 
through it, and become dealers dire^y with the countries that re^ 
quire thdf commodities: as more bidders at a market raife the 
prices of their exports ; and more chamiels for conveyance, give 
fcope for extending thqfr navigation. Thus, I hope, is Mi^.Han^ 
way's main reafon, in foppprt of that treaty, proved to be either 
a very indigefled or a very partial one* 

But, from the befl informations that I have been able toobtain, 
it appears to me that our trade with Ruffia is carried on upon an 
extreme bad footing. Some of their material articles are en« 
grofTed by the Emprefs, who fets upon them jufl what prices fhe 
pleafes. We besides give unreafonable credits for what we fell ) 
and^ what is mofl amazine> confiderablc advances for wJiat we 
buy; and are moreover obliged to pay duties in imported Bullion^ 
All of which is fure taking fo fubfervient a part in a trade greatly 
beneficial to them, and difadvantageous to ourfelves^ as ought toin- 
duce us to ufe all poffiWe means for getting out of it. Upon 
which fubjedl I fhall take the liberty greatly to enlarge in fiiturc 
papers; my prefent puipofe requiring no more than to obfervlj 
that in fo unnec^flarily bad a trade there is no lefs than a millioA 
4>alince againfl us. ^ 
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A very fenfible pamphlet was publifhed laft year, cn^cd, 
** Some rejkBions m tte trade between Greats Britain and Sweden^'' , 
^ by a gentleman who had refided many years in the latter kingdom^ 

^ Who from fuch good Authorities as their own cuftora-houfc books 

informs us, that the whole annual exports from Sweden, do not 
exceed the value of five hundred thoufand pounds fleriing ; of 
which Great Britain andlrel^id take of them to the value of three 
hundred thoufand^ which is one fifth aiore than is done by ill the 
reft of Eurqx together. Yet have they of late years greatly raifcd 
the prices of their commodities upon us, and prohibited all ours 
except leather, v^hich they could not poffibly do without : how-- 
ever, that our deprivation may be compleat, they have eflabli/hed 
manufadures even of that article amongft them, having fent people 
over hitherto fteal the art, and employed emiflkrics to feducc work- 
men from hence to compleat the undertaking. My author farther 
obferves, that there is an invincible hatred reigns among them 
againft our nation, notwithftanding we have many dmes o£ late 
generoufly faved them from dcftrudion. Poffibly we arc indebted 
^r that odium of us to fome German tcanfadtions ; as may be rea-r 
fonably imagined from an anecdote furniihed by my above quoted 
author > which is, that in the year lyj^^yfour t^feve hundred youths^ 
many of them of the beji families in Snmien, engaged tbemfehxs in the 
Pretetiders fervicej and were only prevented by contrary winds from 
embarking for the Highlands- (f Scotland. Thus have v«re unDcc6ffarily 
paid near three hundred thoufand pounds a year balance toiSweden, 
have been of more fervice to them in trade ^d arms than all £u« 
rope betides, and have encountered plunder, hatred and contempt 
ib# requitals. \But \n the lafl ieffion of parliament our legiilatura 
has wifely given their intereft one wound, in farther favouring iron 
importations from our own colonies ^ and it is :to be hoped will en- 
deavour to deprive them of their whole commerce vdthim,, as they 
certainly may do, and leave them for ever, with the contempt they de- 
. ferve> to the fupport every way of their unnaturaldarlings the French. 
: In the fame manner, and perhaps with proportionable la&, is our 
trade carried on with Koningft^erg, Dantasidc, all other Ports within 
the Baltick, and Denmark. To which kingdom, in oor Norway 
trade particularly, we pay a large balance, bciides the Sound duty \ 
which laft, efpecially on a Ibofing commerce, is no ihconiiderable 
objed. Upon the whole, it forely muft be greatly for our intereft 
to leifien all our imports from the Baltick, in favour of North Ame* 
rica, as much as poffible ; leaving our exports to force their way 
thither^ which they infallibly will do as far as their prices fecure 
them a preference, and beyond that no treaties or favours of oun 
whatever will obtain them a vent. 
S ' Our trade with Hamburg and all the other German ports, is al* 

lowed to be greatly againft us 5 but to what amount it would be dif- 
ficult with preci&Hi to aicettain ; and the difadvantage is greatly en* 
haoced by the large fubfidics we are always paying tp fome of the 

German 
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GcriAan ftatcs; which, though a political traffic, in a draft of gc- 
. heral balance, muft, by a trading ftate, be tarried to her national 
account of profit and lofs. 

Whether in our exchange of commodities with Holland, the baN 
lance is for or againft us in licit trade, would be a difficult point to 
determine. Mr* Poftlethwayte is remarkably deficient in his ac- 
count of our commerce with that country. Nor do I know of any 
author who is at all fatisfadory thereon. Admitting their whole 
importations from us into the account (of which many arc after- 
wards fent into other countries with the benefit to themfclvcs of a 
{)rofit and the charges thereon) it is generally apprehended the bal- 
ance is confiderably in our favour. But the article of illicit trade is 
undoubtedly immenfely againft us. And if we add thereto the 
profit made by their country's being the channel for our Northera 
negotiations, in which they are fure to make the moft of exchanges,; 
as well as bank Agio's, and gain at the fame time commiffions,; 
brokages and charges on all Northern fubfidies and balances, as well 
as on all extraordinary remittances we occafionally make to the. con- 
tinent ^ I fay, putting all thefe articles into the fcale of traffic, it 
doubtlefs makes the balance ffarongly preponderate on their fide. 
But there are ftill others, and thofe very important particulars, to 
add. The very rich men among them are fuppofed, I had almoA 
faid known, to be very largely interefted in our government loans 
and money bufineflfes of all kinds. The fubjeds of Holland are 
^Ifo great proprietors in our flocks. By their gain on one of which 
kind of dealings, and the yearly intcreft we pay them on the other, 
they arc eating into our very vitals in fuch a manner as I believe is 
not generally conceived j but which, if not fpeedUy attended to, 
muft have very mifchievous efFefts. 

The great balance we pay to France, is no lefs vifible from the 
general courfes of exchange, in peaceable times, with that kingdom^ 
than from the abundant appearance of our coin amongft them^ 
particularly on the coafts of their northern provinces. TJtie fcaJancQ 
of genuine mercantile traffic being very confiderahfe on their, fide ; 
it is a melancholy confideration how greatly that balance is en-^ 
hanced by fmugling dealings, for articles of luxury; to us ia ox- 
change for our bullion, and, what is even worfe, our unmahu-f 
fiidlured wool: which laft article enables theni to work up greater 
quantities of their own than they otherwife could do, and under-? 
mine us thereby in many of our ftaple commodities at foreign n^ar-^ 
kets. To this dcftrudive intercourfe is to be added the egrefs of 
our fools thither, to glean up their vices, follies, fafliions and frip- 
pery manufafturcs, to the difcouragement of our own arts at homei 
and the difgracing of them in the cyea of all Europe : or, what ia 
infamous as well as ridiculous, even during war with them, who 
are our natural hereditary enemies in policy as well as faith, w0 
permit whole ffioals of them to come over or remain here, to in- 
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ftruA otrr people in their manners, religion and language^ fell us their 
' commodities, fet us their fafhions^ ferve us, feduce us, betray us ! en- 
couraging their induftry thereby, with all our might, to the fhame- 
ful fupprcffion of our own : Enriching them with our money to the 
enfeebling of our own government -, and the borthening of ourfelves 
with native poor from the lofs of employment. Evils that loudly 
proclaim the madnefs of our nation, and which even clamour for 
fpeedy and effeftual rcdrefs. 

In Spain, our trade has gone gradually declining fo much ever 
fioce the accefEon of the Bourbon race to that crown, that many emi- 
nent merchants think the balance, we now receive from them, little 
exceeds the value of the New England and Newfoundland falted-cod- 
fifh, and the Iri(h provifions we fupply them with 3 all of which they 
cannot do without; except alfo in times of dearth for our corn: but 
their demand for that is veiy rare to any confiderable extent. The ba- 
lance of trade appears againft us in almoft all of their ports except 
that of Cadiz. And there, if we confider the infignificant ngure of our 
national factory, it cannot be fuppofcd to be very confequentially in ouf 
favour. Two caufes are to be affigned for this change. The firft of 
which was the notorious partiality invariably fhewn by Philip the 
fifth, for the interefts of the country he was born in. The fecond, 
and incurable one, is their wife encreafe and improvements of their 
own manufadures. They now make and fell fcrviceablc filks as 
cheap, or cheaper, than we can do handfome fluffs: and their woolen 
labrick of all kinds they are yearly bringing to greater degrees of per- 
fedlion. Therefore as our yearly encreafe of taxes muft gradually 
enhance the price of labour, the demand for our woolen goods iit 
Spain muft proportionably decline: nay, perhaps, will even enable 
her to fupplaut us in our fupply of them to Portugal ; cfpecially ai 
th^ extenfive frontiers make me practice of fmuglingeafy to both 
kingdoms : and they are not like to want encouragement while fome 
of our manufadures pay, as I am well aflured they do, a duty at 
the metropolis of no lefs than five and thirty per Cent. 
• Our trade with Portugal is the only one that is confiderably bene- 
ficial to us of any in Europe. And in that kingdom we are daily loof- 
ing ground to France, and tamely fufFering unreafonable and fhame- 
ful embarraflments from a Don Quixote in cotnmerce, who is doing 
great prejudice to the kingdom, and all vrho have any dealings with 
it. But with refpeft to that nation, I apprehend we greatly deceive 
ourfelves in our eftimate of the balance of trade. I have good reafon 
to believe I am well informed concerning the quantity of bullion 
yearly imported into that kingdom from Brazil 3 and that it does not 
excfeed upon an avarage, even including the filver got from Buenos 
A3rrcs by the way of NovaColonia, two millions fterhng. Now from 
3 Mercator's flcetdi of that nation's European commerce, which I am 
told has been approved of by knowing men on both fides of the 
water, it appears they have balances to pay out of that fum to almoft 
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every country of Europe; and great ones to Italy, Spain, Hamburg 
and the Baltick, as well as to us. So that allowing for what remains 
at home, and the feparations made for all other countries, it furely muft 
be greatly over-rating our proportion to calculate it at a quaitcr part 
of the whole, which is five hundred thoufand pounds. 

Of our Italian and Turkey trade, it is not requifite I fay much. We 
certainly receive no balance diredtly from either, but confequentially 
we may from both, and particularly the latter,'ias the ufefulnefs of 
many of the commodities we import from them is undeniably great. 
Our commerce with Barbary is too inconfiderable to require my en- 
larging upon it# 

Our Guinea trade is undoubtedly valuable. Befides the fervice- 
able importation of negroes into our colonies and many improvcable 
commodities at home, they indifputably pay us a large balance in gold. 

Our India dealings are immoderately againft us, and an everlafting 
drain of our wealth. An eftimate of the ruinous effefts of this trade 
both to the nation and company was publiftied about four years ago by 
a gentleman of evident knowledge in thofe matters. And it cannot 
be denied that, for our national confumption, moft of their commo- 
dities are unneceffary, and many of them pernicious. 

America is indeed our ftrong hold of commerce : has long been 
our great fupporter, and muft be ourfole refcuer, if we are fo fortu- 
nate as to efcape the dangers with which we are threatened. From 
our plantations immenfe are the riches we derive; and vaft are the ad- 
ditions to be madci if in the advancement of their interefts we are 
wifely fedulous to promote our own : concerning which I (hall be par- 
ticularly explicative in the courfe of thefe publications. 

From this flight furvey of our national. trade it is (hewn, that by 
our Afian and European dealings we are loofers, and that by thofe of 
Africa and America wc gain. This may ferve to ihew where our in- 
terefts are effedlually to be pufhed s but the infpedion in this paper is 
limited to another view. 

By the various and great commercial balances that we undeniably 
pay, and the few channels of adlual fupply that appear open to us, it 
is almoft a matter of wonder how we preferve any bullion at all in tlie 
nation, or- arc able to fave ourfelves from finking. Our incumbrances 
increafe apace upon us, and it cannot, I think, be doubted that our 
ftock of real money declines : the means of acquiring it evidently 
leflTen, and the mifchiefs a fudden-difcovered want of it may occa- 
fion, are fufiiciently obvious for coipprehenfion. 

If from the profits of our foreign trade, therefore, we do not grow 
rich, it is evidently no aggregate of national gain that fills our new 
created funds : and it is no lefs certain that with an encreafe, or even 
upon their prefent footing, commerce is not long like to uphold them. 
But by what means the augmentation of our national debt is accom- 
plished will be the enquiry of my following paper. 
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^M gff^t engUify'ia to be ;ii\to.,thc metiipcj of formiiig our s^gre- 
,aix^, hy; if ftping Pttt their fourc€s/to\evince their, te^ 

, . . . w , . i^: ar? efta^i'fhed upoif ?nftw. natiiwel :taxes, which are ap- 
pfo^rga^^ :bv fcejlj^giOature, forpayerfen't of .the annual intcreft fuchi 
lCd^fjfif^^^!^6\lv^y:Si^ SQ .bfef) : :Tl>^c:! ftods . are commonly 

c^gto^44^:cpntr^<J|(prSof ixiflwno* ^nd credit^- who>: with their auxh- 
^?ry(?P4dj^tPf9>Jfe^igP i»rid>d^ij>i(Uc/;Q«gagej for foh^^ advan- 

tegefijj tftjiiiake goc4 i* r,Qgukled'f)e3?'tnerits .tpctl^ their en- 

tjre Vftly45x:^iakirkg \ipqn themfeW^^tb,^ h^izard pf rprdiipofiDgof them* 
y^^if^^^/mp^^tieis, to _fiicl}fa8;.\*iU contirtwe' with the fffoprictorfhip, 
Oif A^c^Taft j^rchjifere, whorb?'c0rho tji.e fettled ,cr<{ditors of our nation, 
par^ Of df^^nej;^ly natives. and fh^r^fVlor^^ 

^ Of; Natives, fyicb iwi the. Itj/l^lpyyers,; who. fave nrioneyout of: 

their anApal incomes arifing from landcdfor money eftatcs, or who ac-* 

c:;MJ^- I- *^ >• . E quire 
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quia it by any kind oif traffic, or by public employments. Of the ^rft 
of thcfe the public has no farthar to- confider, than how faft great 
poflcflions arc to be augmented by fo facile an inyeftiture of favings : by 
whidl the fortunes of fome particulars, as might be inftanced Iti a late 
enjjincnt lady, naay be madejb immenfe^ ap to becopie an over-propor- 
tion of wealth in the hands of particulars, to the prejudice of circula- 
tion, and poflibly even to the endangering of the ftate: an evil that 
fome patriot^ long age? forffaw, and tiberefore thought wi tigrarian law 
falutarily cgnvenicnt, ^ 

Government fervants and dealers, by invefting in the flocks fo mucb 
Cf" their incoffles and p;ain? as they do nsr fpend^ ^ec&me another xon-. 
fiderable body of national creditors. ' "^ " - • 

Of traders particulars jjnay acquire great fortunes even In tEMitifi|iti>iij^A 
otkOk of fordgft commcfis^j which the nation ino& lofe^ j^y^ -> 'Aaa ot^i • 
raeAic dealers acQui7)ulate wealth t)y Jbuying and Ibliing, as tke J||A 
Att ftrious do by their knowledge, dexterity and labew. — ^^ 

Thefe gradual, gains aud favings are generally made and afways col- 
le^led -in the cuftomary circulatiott of p ap er: w hi c h b y a- change in its 
own fpccies is ercfted into a paper inberitanpe. From fuch foufcfca^da 
ill ikff nfew liational-prbpriet^ihips Ipring. ' It is w acquifitidl oF^^er 
frciDpftpfer, rfmoft without the intervention of gold j acpi fe fofSar^from 
being gwned, by our foreign tradf, of other natioris,^^or g^l^j^egite of 
Jblid property in our own, that iP muft endanger the forqagrlb encum- 
VriDgrfliehttcr. - \ ' ' :' - -' ' ! ^^, ' "^' 

- By like, methods, it is to be feared, ' f(?reign jpfoprletorfhips encreafe^ 
Foceign dcalersr, by being allowed to ^fliftre in thepgaihs of the firft con- 
tradors, will encoonge and- aflift^ M^iH regulab arid accomj^£h the 
traafitdidns. ' • * - : •- 

A catian; for csramjde, to whom we Itffe a I$a|^e in trade, may, 
with the help of intermediate deakft,^ be D^adb t^i «ake a moftgigeoa 
our inheritance inftead of immediate payttient itt money. The fame 
may be done by a country to whom we my fobfidies. ^ ^!^>3^y 
fiegotiatiofi, may transfer our debts to their crediftoit* Which^^MMM 
tory tranfadions may in general be managed by paper, withi^nfy^JlUxl^* 
porary applicatk)n8 <k tHe always-rad&y great capitatW &f the vfery ^h 
particulars of the quite^exhaufted atid beggared ftates 6f tiie unit^^^ 
vinces of the Netherlands; the cafh ciredatioris difo»gh p^Kd'^tf^/ 
and the ftock of rmmeys whatever it naay be, in «»ur Rink.. hPhe^pe;^ 
rations of the two latter keep our wheels of government regularly, oiiji 
the run; while, ftoqi the conjundiv^inflteeupe tf att, out ^^V fiftpti^ 
mashine is made to fWeli out of its own mkeriab t^ tviiateve^ dlnieni^ 
fioiis mimfters pleafe^ Credulous opinwn, thejindrf^nt factflfy iff^iiafj^ 
miods^ being its able fupjx)rter : which probaWy will continWie per-^ 
forming that office fuccefefuUy as long as contrivance can- butl^^hi 
bullion eiumgh within the kingdom b> keep our ^mmenfe'paper->ctir-f> 

rencyafloat* / .; :^ *^ 

*^ -•Wfiua 
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« Thus, Ufcc the. fpcndthrift, by addiog interdft topriricipali dnd paying 
Joffes with mprtgagfB^ wp are cttgbled to. preferve appearances, have d 
ihew fif moo^ in oyr pockets, look gay itnd live amucndy^ while ill 
danger of bankruptcy>,aQd eye^ when reeling on ihe very brink of jici*- 
ditipn. ^ ^ ^ . . ' - ' 

. The deplorable gondkicjn of ©lir national circuihftanccs has long bfeeii 
feen and allowed ; and the fatal iffue of our proceedidgs with regard td 
them fc^etol^, by ey^ iQin who hftd l-eafon fufficient for forming a 
(rue judgement thereon, and hof^^fty .enough to induce him tdinake a 
rig^t life of it. If prejudicf, ctftfe^nd convlmiente: had ndt faianatbg 
pow«rsover the handan tnind^ (we the doluiions. of fraud and impofhirtf 
could' nevter have influenobd fy fupioe an icqdiefcectce in the minds of 
tbegsl^ll^ %o {fi dei^^t^e a^^evilas an cnoreafingn^nal.debt; or 
ib dc^edJoto ftupp£f^(3tK^ the^fl'eiibrs or acc^uirers of moneys as to 
make t;h^tn celyf upoi^ a Security, that cannot but be precarious; nay^ that 
Jj^inatspfiogrefs evicfeijtly.deflfroying itfelf. * Our dog of debt has long 
auy?l€d;u5 in tiRie pf ^%^ ^om racing fupplieS within the year for the 
cuore^ feiyice, , oi;.publk d6TOaa4.>. the confequencc of which inability 
^V;al\^^.a cp^fidoffibJe i))ctoafe' jof the incumbrance; that Jdncreafe 
adds to the deficiency of ability the. following ydar; which deficienc3ft 
again^lflr^jADrtipnayy fwflk^ th^ ^j^tity of augmented burthen. To 
w^at^^ thefe aqcuii^l^ting bontbens and encreafing lidcefiitieg tend.^ 
Do they/requii:e cufious calculation^ ind laboured ddncmfkaucTis to de«^ 
^imipc? , ; , ; -rr' . ;j 1 ^^; i ^ ^ • ■-.;1 .; - ' 'i 

I ii^^^h mdce^i . frgjtx .a diipofutouj to foofh indimtfion itiA .indulge 
^jo^f^, embracer ai}d fitopa^te aib opinion^' artfuEy.infufed'by^tnel 
ptKf§§rs^of .ti^iejf :d§f^^ tfeat ^ur^naJtiwi bis great iefoiirtes for ia^ 
lutary applications in times oflmmiiient daogfet* Jo wliicii I beg leave 
tp-.aAf>y6r>^ by/|ifjH%ibis'(jiwft!<In ;! AYby: then do wo ndtiferfome of 
t|i?Si tJWgUed by:way of j^eyctftifto^ vObferValwn.raa^ iconr^ 
m^^tfeptpyr latejr^'prces b%3fb!i» gpfWftl Jbeenjtfiflii^v' fovwalxtf thcral 
ip^^ali and m^y of thnm p^nmwts.i WilKa;wi&/iman wait: tiUI 
h^^ihft^ isjon Bffi^ before hp prdMyteJ ^terJarid fingincfefdr brcferving 
ifl^gfQiHr^ jbptm9gi^t9lity in nUriMj^^r^ OM:ic^&tikc(xaAzn^ 
dupe of our paidions and inclina^^^ lo ithe'i^yer^faiieaiorabie yehn 

f wfcen-p«p|ilitf "j^ffsl^yjiwW^iol^rlf^i^ 

;wifeipenfijrcly did,n9«idjC0uld ndt butiiMrefoe.*heiiflGae; &nd 
}i^ 9iul . ijp^in^d <:Qn9ehknie€! JntanglM^ m them in shU 

r:dinnot but ob|tlve^ thftt]^i1mtorsM(favcBirro£>a[:nttkmd^^ or> 

^ffil'^^.Wij^W/ir^c^p^ ^ tid;<i«x /eocriwfe:o^riiti;J6ndeavaiiDi:artfiHly 
ti^hm^Ql^d opmo^ ]^ iJuri^g-*ilWWg*en4aJry.lT^ 
potijitf.tajCjalcul^ )^w; m^^h: ^fif^UQ^bt^ncn :dur land and labour, are 
qap^e If fui^if^ ^nd tlaicrein akaiat per^exmg judgchient with z 
tjiqu^a^ falla?if«.^,r; ViThcrcafi the, fair qufeftion to bo put isy **' if a na- 
*\ Uon»;highly^]$fjdi and whofcf i^ycnue^ are allena^^ caii. operate with' 
• '.r:rri ' '' as 
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*' as mbch fccurity, weight arid vigour 'as fhe could if tlicy werfe free?*' 
.iTo which every one would furely mjJce thfe Ctif^^ident anf^er/ " No 
•* more than an eftatcd man cjindo'who I Qortgagcs upoii 

" his inheritance, for the interefts of which pal rents arc aft 

^* figned over to his creditors; their demands ^fatisfied before / 

f * he can apply any part of ttiat income to 1 rticular ufes; or 

" family demands." H 

But I am . fo far from apprehending We have, grfeat refources, that I 
am clearly of opinion^thely leffen withtts everyday; though perhaps ini- 
perceptibly to general obiilTation ; owing^to our paper currency's being 
£0 much. the mediuhi of traffic at hbme,' and the'grdat Ihew of vi%alth * 
among us. in the fame kind of property. - Nothing 4s io delufive as 
artificial ihoncy : it may cover die injfenfible draft from ^s of all our! real 
cafh, and entirely deceive us in the eftitifate of our circiitoftances arfcf 
9ur. commerce. How are we fatisfied, for example, it -prcfcnt with 
regard io the quantity of bullion adually in the kingdom ? We inai^i^ 
plicitly aflGbnt toTeport's; and take appean^nce^fbr certainties that may 
dahgeroaifly enfnare us. Gold and filver coins are boly\ufed fo^ change' ' 
and in fmall dealings, ^nd what flocks of them may be ti^e^urjpii 'up^ 
18 extrcniely doubtful and uncertain.- . • ' . ' . ^ : r ^ : 

( Nor is the. common moderate price of gold any iurer criterion fdf 
Judging. Nothing but the- apparent want of it cafi ehharide ite ^^alueV 
and our paper circulation makes the ufe of it in ihoney exceedingly^ 
limited. Every trader appears in good circumflances while his notes? 
pafs currently in lieui of <:afti. "But every trader ^v^fho iffues noteS Beyond 
his.abilifies tdianfwer,. however by fhtft^ k^ may five hlnifelf for .^ 
time, muft in the end be ruined, and iftjuft the peoplfe whofe 'etiiifi-' / 
dence in his Iblidity gave him credit. '^-^ / • j .*. : 7^ \..-^i 

> Lam [entirely of the ingenious Mr. Hume's opifiion, that oiir natordT 
udiom and national turn to mdiiftryi Will irifalRbly procure ^us^^ 
) portion of the riches of Europe, while a fair fcopie is giveti to thfefrj 
Hble .operations for that purpofe. I But he is of bpinion,-;ahd-an^ 
wife nicni think muft clofe v^kh him id Jtj that our artifidial v/erith^i^ 
mUs the; Aax of tiaat vJkhich is folid^iaiid furely in-lirc&iifdquen^r fcftiAl^ ^ 
Idfcnlhb/vxnyiChanncls'^^ .; .i i ; eriui::;..; m :> io z-i:b 

'jNorcah^wehave a^furer fign o? thc*;dK31ne d^i 
ividept decrcafe of ^oor :pcople; Thfe>tbk8nc we »e l ^ 

to.iiaye ::and fure a.^ai^^g-^dditioMl'^ne^s to l^ 
encreafe of parifh charges throughout the kingdom 
of (udh, air .want the: means of fuppbrtlri^thertifel V8 
. ! All ounmamifaduuing townB towards^ tiie AVeft 1 
fbrnearacentury.paft/ vTJie true caxifes of whi^ 
been fufficidntly attended tOi The -main- one, how 
lofsi of our broad-cloth exportation^, partfcularly for Portugal, -8j^ 
and Tiirky: which countries have, of Idte yeardy be^ fup^ied \*^fth* 
that commodity rnoftly by France and Holland. "'Afid'Ffeneeifr-^dw* 

beating 
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beating us out of our ftuiF trade at almoft every foreign market. It is 
true oijr manufadories northvyard have encreafed: but that encreafe is 
not in proportion to v^rhat we have loft in the Weft; and is (juite inde- 
jpendent of it. N /e fecure of not being rivalled even in thofe 

inferior fabricks. has already pufhed .#t our trade in long bays 

jpt Portuj^ J ^nd t he mifcarried in her firft attempt, in a fecond 

4hc n>ay fucpeed, is of fecuring a better fupply of Irifh wooL 

. And m for pur Yc cloths, for an European fale, they certainly 

may l)e reckoned o have paft their meridian* It is well known 

^at in moft of the northern ftates they have erected fimilar manufiac- 
tori^ of their own; and in^ Spain and Portugal, they are endeavouring 
to undermine the confumption of them, by afliduoufly encouraging 
native fabricks that entirely anfwer their purpofe, 
. And let it be obferved, that whatever advantages our prefent fupet* 
riority at fea may give us of the French in trade, they can but be tempo*- 
rary and during the war. Experience has often ftiQwn us, that however 
ruined their comnKjr^e has been for a tin^c, peace has always fpecdily 
;jeftore4 i^ \^ them again. They rife from poverty by indqftry and the 
cheapaafs bf labour > which, with our luxury and increafijjg national in- 
cumbrances, give them dangei-ous advantages over us. : 
* W^^ ^ fmaller number of people muft furnilh ah encreafe of fup- 
pli^ the means of doing it, in the prices of .their labour, muft be pro>- 
.portionably augmented. It i§ therefore dangerous for a trading nation 
to be under a neqeflity of making exorbitant levies : the very taxes on 
luxury ultimately aiFed: induftry, if not extremely judicioufly laid. And 
the affairs of our nation have long been fo delicately circumftanced, 
that not only luxury, but even deftrudive vices alfo have been fbrced tb 
be tolerated, I may even iky encouraged, from, neceflity, for fupport of 
the revenue. 

Thus are our luxury and wealth no confequences of enormous.trade: 

but the ruin of our trade, on the contrary, is like to be the confequence 

;cf pur luxury and enormous artificial wealth : and therefore Mr. Hujoii 

pronounced very wifely in faying, " either the nation muji dejiroy public 

' ** crrdity or puoJic credit ivilt' dejiroy the nation y 

Nor, (hould mift^ken judgerhents attribute to commerce the mifchiefs 
of its enemy corruption : to the baleful attacks of which evil many 
things that are the moft valuable are the moft liable. Trade is the 
genuine promoter of induftry, plenty, peace and ftrength : fhe loves 
and creates refpedl, but is fure to fuffer by violence. If the bleffings 
fhe produces have pernicious applications and confequences, the mif- 
chiefs ftiould be attributed to wicked minds, who make inftruments, 
. good in themfelves, become bad ones. Trade firft gave minifters credit j 
which they afterwards abufed for their own advantages. They found it 
two ways for their intereft to be continually enlarging the public re- 
venue, and they artfully augmented the public debt for a pretence to 
do it. The firft of thefe was, from a creation of new taxes to extend 

their 
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their own influence, by finding profitable employments for a greater 
number of corrupt tools and dependents. Tbc other was, by encrea* 
fing the flux of revenues to obtain more o extrafting 

plunder to enrich themfelves, their relations Ahd whUft 

they indulged even the Inoft wanton freedoi rioney, they 

found in corruption a fccurity from juftice, reprefcnta- 

tives of the people to levy on their conftiti fums they 

pleafed to demand, and afterwards accept fu the ^plica- 

tions thereof as they thought proper to produw.. » 

Such, in our Nation, have been the villainous refinements into evil?- 
Ipf the greateft bleflings a country could pcflefs. Pradices that fhould 
fnake the inventorS"^of them abhorrent even in niemory; And if among 
our living poffeflbrs or purfuers of power, there remain any fo fhamc-- 
lefs as to av6w, and be the advocates of, fuch fyftematical wickednefs; 
who, under pretence of fupporting the power of the crown, would 
ieize into the hands of a faftion all prerogatives, privileges, rights and 
properties ; it is to be hoped, for the dignity of our fovereign and the 
lafety and welfare of his people, that they will receive the rewardis 
due to fucfc flagitious offences in infamy and overthrow, in axes and 
in halters. ' ' ' 

Upon the whole : if we would efcape devouring, we muft c^rtioufly 
•tread backwards from the den of the drag<m. However willing \m are 
inclined to be to contribute to our own deception, obftinatcly muft'we 
ihut our eyes to avoid feeing the ruin to which we are advancirtg. 
Heafon has long demonftrated what experience now confirms: ^^'that 
.** a gradual increafe of our debts and tmm ^11 as gradually 'dtmihijh 
** commerced And it follows, in the progreflion of fure confequences, 
" that the deglenfion of our commerce deftroys the jicurify of our national 
" debt:' An effential wounding of the former miift annihilate the 

latter. 

.... . : : i 

%* By defire^ this paper will be publijhed in future^ w Thurfdays injiead 
of Saturdays, and accordingly Numb. 6. mil be publijhed on Th^irftlay 

next. ■ ' ^ ^^ ' 
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" * Sayeft thou (but tbey are vain 1;trotds) I have courifel and ftrehgth 
for War? Isaiah. 

' Wherefore have I feen them difmaycd, and turned away back? 
■ * . Jeremiah. 

~ it diail be a reproach and a t^unt, aq ipilry^oD andao aftonilbment. 
unto the nations that are round about .thee.*-rThe merchants* 
^ ' among the people fhall hifs at thee. . . ' EzEkfEL. 

(T leng^ our iixip^n^trabl^ fecrethath unfolded ifCdit 
the mountain is deliv^ed^ hot of a moufe; but an ab«^ 
orti?e gnat : and (he lavifhlyrpayiog and highly-ex^ 
pe£ting people of Britain have reafbn thereon to dry 
out, in the words of the holy prophet, " we are con-- 
founded — ^jhame hath covered our faces'* 

A fleet of eighty*tw:o fail, in which were eighteen 
capital (hips, aU well-mapned and provided 5 with ten 
comp^at regiments and other detached companies, befides nnuines) a 
power (with lefe than which our brave anceftors have, heretofore, ra- ; 
vaged the whole kingdom of France) fo adequate to a great undertaking, 
, to go forthi as they did, with (bouts aijd acclamations, .only to fneak 
back again with the infamy of impotence, the difgrac6 of daftardy I in 
not daring toliazard^ manly attempt for theit own glory, or a patriot 
f?rvice to their king and country . 
. O melancholy, mortifying reflexion! O Britain! fallen from thy emi- 
nence of renown, how doft thou grovel in diflionoor! how accommo- 
date thyfelf to ignominy! how art thou h:irdened againft reproach, and 
Xq every fecjing and fcnfe of fhame ! 
.VOLrl. F ' ^ Well/ 
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Well, atid are we to havejpo enquiries into the caufcs of thefa dif-' 
graces? Are the fuflferirig people to hajr^ ho kind of fatisfaiSion for fuch 
a wafte of their wealth, fuch a facrifice of their reputation ? Shall wc 
havt nt)' propitiafcry hanging or (hooting?' ho one worthlcfs vidinti. of- 
fered at her mripe, to the mwcs of our departed hatignalrhonour? Strip-, 
ped as wc are of our money, muft v^e be defrauded of juftice alfo? of 
honcft, let me fay amiable, vengeance? then will all be fpeedily at ari 
end with us indeed. Bfeat, Is we have been,^ aiid^afHed in Cvery quarter; 
itistime,my good cowntrymea, you ftiQUldbeappriECJdQf yoiir condition ; 
deceive yourfelvcs no longer. A nation that is every way unable to an- 
Hoy our enemy, ftiews in that wretched debility, an utter Incapacity of 
defending herfd£ 

But let us reafon a little on this affair, from fuch accounts of it, as 
haye. hitherto ^ooie to ouf kfiowkdge. In &» exp e diti o n thar^wa? fb 
cautioufly concealed, for the wife purpofe of takings our enemy by fur- 
^fig% a^ckrity ^^x^utioft was fure highly exp e dien t. Whythen/with 
a fair wind and ia a clear night,, was th^ a k^&itifibred of eight hours 
failing, by making the whdc fleet iay to at abovetwenty leagues diftahci 
from the land? by the lofing of wnicbtime the wiiid afterwards was 
feft j fo that thc^y did not reach the ifland of Aix till the twenty-third of 
September, which otherwife they might probably. have got to by the 
twentieth : on which laft-mentioned day, efFedlualljf to cohipleat a blun- 
der, we are told a man of war of the enemy's was fuffered to ?fcapc 
frbm the tnidftof our fleet, for want of timely chace-fi^nals, and carry 
ihe alarm to their eoafls. ' - 

Nor do I -think reafon can. Well aecoimt for the ibllbwing fufpchfion 
6f the grand deflen, by attacking a little, weak, barren, infignificant 
iiand, that could m no fliape annoy us in the eiwcution of our main en- 
terpriw) and which, if a work worth performing, ought fiirely to have 
bee]> made a pofterior undertaking. But^ alas, it was fated to be pur 
only one: we took it, and demoliflied an untenable f^rtificatioH s plun- 
dco-ed grap«8 and a poor priefl's little library : gave our men an opportu- 
nity for getting drunk ^md committing facr&cge: and moreover, to difpla* 
a chrifti^ want of decency, by turning ikcred and confecrated ^ef^ 
ments into mumming halMts. Such was' xht fum total of glorjr at« 
chieved by this wonderful expedition. For the honourable Mr. H^e's 
courage wanted not the new teftimonial he has had an opportunity of 
giving, for the eftablifliment of his marine character ; and however un- 
equal to hia attack, the power of oppofition was afterwards found, it 
muft be acknowledged that he engaged like a brave officer, on the fup- 
pofitioq of encountering a more vigorous refiflianct. 

Fluihed with this viftory and the ifland's whole ftocfc of wine, our 
troops re-embarked 5 and then, in full view of the coaft, our valiant 
chieftains incefCintly buffed themfelves, for five fucccflive dsrjrs, in— —A 
HOLDING Councils of War: while the marine were afliauoufly em- 
ployed in founding every foot of watw around them; At length,* on 
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th|p twenty "^eightff} oatcaiue the genetsi|or(k|;'for difembarking at mid- 
highti with the (hips at lead four miles diilaift fgoAi land. As fuch fair 
: iiod generous warning had been git^n, the fliorCi we are told, appeared 
.poe condnued batterji and the vifible ccmatry feemed covered with 
crpwda, it may be ftq)pofcd of mcii, womeri and children, toaformi- 
,dable number; tHou^ probably the greateft part of them were only 
i^mbled to gaze at the mighty armam^t, their appearance contrfrutei 
,to terrify. However, though there werte allowed circumftances enough 
io diOt^Jten the troops, particularly that of the great diflance of the 
fhips from the beach, whereby the firft-landed parties muft have conti- 
nued long unfuftained, and, if overbcirne by numbers, without anjr mean^ 
of retreat ; yet were the foldiers, we are informed, fo determined in 1 
their courage, that the firft divifion of them got ready, and were in 
the boats aboVe an hour before the appointed time; where they (the 
night being very cold and the furf high) continued thumping each o- 
ther, and beating againfl the fidefr of the fhips^ for the fpace of Jour 
hours: after thcexpiration of whicb^ they were furprized with a con- 
cifc command to retire \fi their refpedlive veffek till farther orders. The 
two following days were employed in finifhing the demolition of the 
ruinated fortificaHon on the ifland of Aix : in doing which, that blood 
might be fpilt in the enterprife, we blew up ibme of our own foldiers 
wiSi the works. Then our invincible armada triumphanriy returned j 
bringing home with them an half-ftarved gaitifon, of near five hun- 
dred prifoncrs of war, for their congratulating country to gaze at, on 
their arrival, and afterwards to maintain. 

: Thus finifhcd the tremendous expedition, which for feveral prece- 
ding months bad excited the attention of all Bdropd 3 and which had 
made our, nation happy in the hopes of a fpeedy termination of the 
war by an honourable peace, influenced by our rtriking a terror into 
France, from a defolation of her ports and mariM. Now we were ex- 
pecSled to take Belille, and thereby eflfcdually curb the navjfl operations 
of our enemy, without future hazard to ourfelves. Anon, Martinico 
was afTuredly to become our vidim ; or Minorca would infallibly be re- 
taken*, Oiw day news arrived, at the tarr end of the metropolis, that 
all the enemy 'ff (hips were on fire in the harbtfur of Breft: and, on the 
rhorrow, news was reported from court, of our having mattered Ro- 
chefort, took four men of war afloat j and, with all their naval ftores, 
burnt eight unfioifhed ones on their flocks. But, alas, laurels like thofe 
formerly won on the plains of Crefly, Poitiers and Agencourt, are not 
ornaments fuited to modern brows* It is our misfortune, ever to wake 
from our delufive dreams of glory, to a conciMifhcfs of imbecility, and 
the iblid pofieflion of fhame. 

What, in ,the name of aftonilhment/ could the orders have been that 
this great and expenfive armament carried out with them ? Were all o- 
perations confined to one fingle fpot? Had they no provifional, no dif- 
cretional authority for ferviccoble a<^ion any where ? Had the planners 

. * of 
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,cf the fcheme no dreealf^ai^forccaft? Or were me «tecutoii Cl£ k 
known to havefo Ijlti^l^dom, as not to have their opinions conditio- 
nally for any Uhdertakn^ to be illied on? If the attack of Rochefort 
.was found un^iiu^ticable^' which letters fince ra||»ived from Prance re^ 
prefent not ei havejbeen the cafe» could no hen-rodfl on any part of 
the continent be robbed ? No fortification be canrifeijadeA? No town 
j)oniharded?Naifland be taken, ravaged, or even landed upon^ ex- 
cept poot defpicable Aix? though but merely tof Tave appearances, and 
preferve our councils and arms from fullying ignominy and grating con- 
tempt 

No mean and unworthy conceffions, no fubmiiiions to infult,- no ab- 
ortive projc€te, no ^nfucccfsful attconpts, no over-cautious half-engage- 
ments, no cowardly retreats, have, of a long time, been wanting t6 
make us a bye- word among the nations; and our countrymen, where-^ 
ibever difperfed, the dejected laughing-ftocks of every people with 
' whon\ they converfe. What, let me afk, have we once been? . and 
what are we now become? Who can make the difgradrful eoMparifon 
of us with our forefathers virithout blufhing? Qur brave anceftors never 
went forth but to conquer; we, never but. to mifearry or be defeated I 
Nor need we rummage the records of antiquity j to .tOk fliame to our- 
felves, the aftions of our very fathers fufficiently reproach our degene* 
racy. ' . 

■ Who needs be informed of the ftubborn fea-engagements between uS 
and the Dutch, no longer ago than in the reign of Charles the fecohd? 
When battles were fought till both fleets were difabled, which alike lay 
to, tp refit, and then recomnienced the engagement The circumambient 
air feemed on fire ! and the very waters they, floated upon appeared^ 
tinged with blood. And what were our lattd-cnpigcments, even fo- 
late as thofe fought by the duke of Marlborough and his generals^ but^ 
every one to obtain a compleat, a glorious vidory ! Can we aflign the cau- 
fes of the great changes that we behold in ourfelves? Or (hall we afk afid 
believe them from our foes? Alas, the account publiflied of our laft im-' 
potent expedition, verifies the affertion marfhal BeKfle is (aid to have made' 
when among usj which was, that if their offices by land and fea had' 
our men to command^ they would fpeedily fidbdue the whole world. 

And yet, as ncyiation or order, any more than a particular man in all * 
things. Can be entirely corrupted, we have ftill the comfortable boaft to 
make, that we are not quite without fignal exceptions to the general 
accufation* The glory Braddock— and — loft, we havefeen aCUveand 
, a Johnfon moft gallantly atchieve, even without being regularly trained ^ 
in the military art; and among us, indeed, to the eftedual and glaring 
reproach of it. But their education, like their fcenes of aftion, were 
far removed from our fchools of dangling idlenefs, mean rapine, and 
. effeminating luxury. . Inherent courage, genius and honour, with af-' * 
fiduous application, were their able inf&udors and all-fufficient counfcl- 
lors: by them they were infpiredand perfefted; and with them-theyhave 

:% fucceedcd. 
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fuccccd€% The entcrprizc of tJur admirals Watfon and Pdcock, Wa 
planned by dheir own prudence, and perforgied by their 'valour; th< 
undertaking was their own, as they well knewi*tjle honeur or difgraa 
of it mu(l pi'ove. Perhaps if they had been ciftttarralfed with hetroge- 
neous co^jundtigps, ^.crampt by injudicious regulations, their attempt 
might haVe miicarried as others have done; but landmen and feamer 
were cordial in ccnicerting, and unanimous in executing; as equally 
brave men are generally difpofed |3 be j hence were their operations faft 
and eflfedtual; and the event, as it ought, has proved honourable to all 
Nor doubt I but we have many other officers and commanders, both ii 
the land andfeafervice, who would as ably acquit themfelves in as im- 
portant undertakings ; and I heartily wifli they were employed in fuch 
but as for thofe who once ihamcfully mifcarry, if they are a feconc 
time trufted, I think their recommenders fhould be made anfwerablefoi 
their condu£t< Nor. ought the plea of misfortune, even without abfo- 
lute proof of their guilt, ignorance or earelefsnefs in duty^ ever be at- 
tended to in their favour. The all-eonquering Romans held it a maxin 
of found policy, never to employ unfortunate leaders : and many wif< 
nations have fince benefitted from their example. And if vire duly weigl 
the good or ill efFe&s of ftrong prepoffeffion, in the minds of the peopl 
for or againft the men they are. deftincd to fight under, it muft be deemec 
an objed; worthy of invariable regard. If, therefore, to treachery ou 
mifcarriages are not to be imputed, at the door of partiality, the ini 
quitous parent of them^ there can be no manner ot doubt that the; 
fliould be laid. . . : . 

How powerful and expenfive have been the armaments, which W( 
have this year fent forth, and how ineffe<aual die.fervice of them all 
.With a vaft land and fea force in North America, nothing has been done 
And with the odds of twenty inhabitants to one againft the French oj 
that continent, our forts are taken, the out-fettlements of our colonic 
continually ravaged, and the whole body of every ofte of them kept ji 
perpetual terror and alarm! That this can be owing to any ot^er caufe 
.than a fuperior wifdom in directing or conducing the military operation 
of our enemies, is impofiible. Either our eftimates of the power o 
France in thofe parts are erroneous^ or there nuift be a miferable defed 
of abilities in thofe, who have the management of our own. It is ii^ 
credible, that the French fhould have kept ftrong garrifons inCape-Breto 
and the reft of their forts, and marched fo large a« army to the attac 
of fort William-Henry, which they have taken from us and deftroyec 
without leaving Quebec fo ill defended, as to have rendered it an eal 
conqueft, for the great force lord Loudon and admiral Holbourn ha 
ailembled at Halifax to no purpofe. Were their operations limited 
a fingle objedl likewife ? and could no ftratagem be laid for forcing tl 
foe to an adion, or fufFering the lofs of fome important pofiefiion ? It 
jmpojQible to allow : the moft implicit and refigned faith can never afte 
toit* 
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In die Mediteranetn, if oar great fleet has done *m>^ fignll fervice^ 
the reafonable caufe to be^tffigncd perhaps is, that none fach could be 
cxpeded from it. . '* 

Thus^ which ever wisrjr our unhappy Nation looks, the profpcd to 
he encountered is melancholy and ara^ding: Otsr amis are either, in*- 
adive or unfuccefsful every where. His Majefty's foreign dominions 
kave been over-run, and a In'idle may thereby, perhaps, be put into our 
mouths. Our good allies, whom we |iave been beggaring ourfdves for 
an age pafl to bribe into friend/hip for us, are all now turned againft 
us, or are ruined. We have but one adive ally left, and, if poffible, 
he is in a worfe plight than curielves. The neutral powers, as they ^ 
zScA to call themfelves, who are looking on, are faid to reflraiii us i» 
iomc operations: which, if fo, is like tying up our- bands whfleour^ > 
enemy is buffeting us. All in general are plucking at our comoM^d^^ 
from whence our ftrength muft be derived ; and we under a nece{^ 
fity of favouring their fchemes by yearly burthening it more, for en- 
creafing fupplies. In fuch a deploralde £tuation, one circumflance of 
confolsdononly prefents itielf to gre<it minds, which is, /&?/ a "Wbak 
cargo <f Itidian Jmgersy Ji4lirs and 4amepSj are aX^ ju^ mw, fafefy and 
bappify arrived. 

Fadions in our cdonies, and divifions at home : all eager, from 
llluftrious exan^le, to plunder the public i and the publk in no condi^ 
lion tobe any longer plundered by aoy of them. What is to be faid, whaK 
ipanbedone for our extricadon li-om dangers and difiicukiesi? To be 
^upine and refigned, is immediately to facnfice all our rights, indepen^ 
^ency, oorielves and our pofterlty. Vf\m ^^erefere our co<ir^ge and 
irefoludoii cannot accoelpliib, we muft'roufe ourielves veith the elibrte 
^ defpair 't» atchieve } wvmy diing we bold precious, or ihdiild deem 
Valuable, \% gAne. Let penfion^s be then detefted, fools deQ)^d, ^tto- 
yerers made to difgorge dieur booty, and cow^ds be publicly hooted 
lit and puniflied. Let us be rigorous in die exadion of ji^ce dn our 
betrayers; and a farther fatisfa^Hon rd^uired for this laft and greateft 
jdiihonour that has yet been broughc upon our nation, than that of ib 
fliamefula tde's being wrought into a lamentable dftty., and fung about 
OMV ftreets^ as it already is> to the fettrvy^ tune of dboale^ do^dk^ doo^ 
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. - ■ Fear, admitted into public jcounifl^ 
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jY a wciyu^ged publication; of the. dii^^tch,' fent.h^ 

J the Viper floop of war, to our comntatK^ers in chief 

i| of tbe farces by fea and lana> employed in the* late 

jl inglorious expedition to the coaft of France, our pa- 

1 triot-ilatefman.has effedually freed his cbaradter and 

h l:ondu6t from all infinuating doubts, and from every 

4 imputation of errpr or guilt, that diffidence, jealouiy 

• Or malice could wantonly infp^i^ or infidiouflyfuggeft: 

ind whit^ the wifdom and purity of his majefly 's counfels, widi regard 

to this interefting an^^portant undertaking, have been ^fatisfadorily 

elucidated, equal can^ur towards the public, and thofe with whom it 

now remains to account for the mifcarriage of this^prpjeded annoyance 

of our national eiie(nies,t has been (hewn: nqprepQfleflions^of.guilt ha^ 

virigjby the proftitute dependents on power, beep artfully and induflriouily 

infufed, nor any cuniM^g palliatives officiouily offered to deaden the force 

bf accufation, and rei<^e delinquents, if any fuchfhould be difcovered, 

from national profecution, andthe,deliberately-executing|fwordof calm 

and impartial juflice. . . . j 
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coniciow innocence and oi^^cmifhed ^ti|;iMf . 
ind honour never feck anjr^hq' afylum, nw 
ban in the incontrovertible revelations of truth. 
This is a teft, which honeft rhen readily and refignedly fubmit their 
counfels and conduct to the tKal on and with regard to other^ make 
reafon, afliftcid by knowledge gnd fair information, their cool and un- 
erring deciders in all things. Parian and mejudice, ever fure to inflame 
OU9 imaginations^and diford^ of^ intelle&»,-are badadvifers am^worfe 
determiners of any points*: they even pervert the clear evidence of fadls,^ 
prompt an eager gratification of outragious defires, and whom they pre- 
vail upon us to hate, tihey fcrocioufly infpirp us to dcftroy.- 

Honourable had it been for the late nwniftry and the nation, andj^cr- 
haps fatal in a far leis degree to the unfortunate admiral Byng, if in his 
cidi hour the fame ipirit c^ candour bad bee» allow€4teepefi5fcteinh*frft€^ 
cufers; or rather in thofe who found it ncceflary to overcharge his name 
with opprobrium, that it might thereby attraft all the venom of public 
indignation, and give them an opportunity to fkulk into flielter from 
^he'^uormT which their Qwn mifcondud had moft contributed to raife. 
He was made toj)ay, at the hard price of lifQ and reputation^ ibiL th« 
iniquities of many: was the icapergoat, the On officring for all : ahd 
therein a precedent was eilablifhed^ that may entangle future ju d gnicnf 
in like cafes : for fure it never can be forgotten, that his judges acquitted 
him unanimoufly of delay and co^jardice j and fentenced him to "dR only 
for. not doing all that was in his power to have performed: without 
making any allowance for error pf judgment, or admitting into confi- 
deration, whether if he^ ha^ done more than he did| the fervice pur- 
pofed or pretended from his expedition^ could have l^en full/ e6r<^ed 

or not, . -' 

And hard, )Ar. i'elUThitB^ permit nic to infofim yon, and hjyont 
means die pabtic, that however particulars in this country, and even 
great bodiesi decided, all foreign ctJurts and natitrrs' thought pur pro- 
ceediDgs,, whh regard to^thatcomtmander, extremely harih and*iTgorous» 
The arniafiaent&c conduced was, to my certain kUpwledge, by them 
pfODOUDoed, long before its arrival at the deftined fcene of a£tion» in^ 
adequate to the uik k was allotted to jJ^orm. And how much more 
inuft it have been fo, had it not been reinforced by Mr. Ed^umbe'^ 
Ktde fqtiadroa i Whkh that.it would be^ our miittfters had certainly no 
right to rely updn; as that it was, was entirely owing to an oveffight of the 
French commanders. In fuch unprejudiced judgments, like wife, the. 
want of hospital and fire-fhips was allowed to have Weight ^ and that a 
icant^ fleet wa^ fent on (a diftaht and important a duty without them, is' 
no ways dpologif2:cd for ili fuch minds, by confiderations of the menaced 
invaiian ac that time in fiat-bottomed boats, which; Were never built ; 
and^ which it would be over-rating French folly greatly to fuppofe, wert 
fverferioofly thought of. However, with an equal, if not fuperior, and a 
better failing fleet than his own, under many alloweddifadvantages, Mrl 
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* ^yng didaauaUy6ngage^ .awl, by drivijig th^ enemy from the fcei 

^ \ of adion, muft be allowed fairly to have, beeo their conqueror, I 
Icept his;fbtion afterwards fome tirae: and for not landing his fuccou 
on Minorca, as well as for returning to Gibraltar, had the unanimoi 
ppinbn of a council of war. Yet was his pgndud in every pomt wil 
inveteracy arraigned : it was bqth courtly and popular to condemn hii 
^ in all things : he was pronounced a diQionourer of our arms, and tl: 

cowardly facrificer of a-national pofleffion. Judges, who. by their vei 
fen teoce. appeared over-awed, condemned him to death > while the 
made the p^ace of their own confciences their plea, for the mod earne 
recommendations of him jto mercy. Yet neither that general recoa 
mendationji the future declared compundtions of mind of particular 
the ftrong interceffions of the noble family he was a branch of; nor it 
regard due to the funj^ and fcrviccs o£ a glorious father, could avail hii 
in the leaft. He fuffercd with an apparent dignity of mipd, that mu 
honour him in the opinion of pofterity; bearing down unto death th 
burthenous oflfcnces of thofe, who made a merit of his fpfferings t 
ce-ii)gratiate themielves with the people. 

With fo recent an example of the feverity of public juftice, inflifte 
on?n offiqer of the bigheft rank and of a noble family, in whofe cai 
i^ many alleviating circumftaaces appeared, what may not the publi 
thinjcthcy have a right to require, with reg^aMV^ to thofe whofe offpnc< 
/eem ftill more flagrant, and vf^fe excufe^> it k atleaftfufpedled, wi 
be found far lefs weighty ? C^(^ any ill-grounded opinion of their coun 
cils of war be r€x:eived as exculpatory, which was allowed no fore 
whatever in the defence of tli^ execrated^ fen tencc4> unpardoned and exc 
cute^ admiral? Surely it never can: the ligour of his fentence has mad 
national juflice inexorable, 

. As his majefty's minifte^ $ have fatisfa(3^rily purged themfelves, froi 
all imputations of having any way contributed to our late fignal difgrac 
it remains vvithourcpmnaanders now to be anfv^erable to their kin 
and country I for having fufFered it to happen. The firft charge < 
X guilt in them is, an incomprehenfible delay in their proceedings : an 

the Second, their notr ever atten>pting to execute the enterprize th< 
were exprefsly feat to perform )^ when, for the accompli(hment theret 
they ^laA fo fufficient a force, with (by all fubaltern accounts, as well j 
by ifftetligence received, fincefrom^ the very enemy) every way, alfo, j 
£[ivourablc an o|^ortc^nity» 

. isar be it from me tq prc-jodgc any perfon or party on points, that ai 
prcnouf^y ipterei^ng to life or reputation: and having always high! 
dji^ppr^ed of the clamour, artificially caifed againft the man, wh 
Va§ib very lately facrjficed to public prejudice, I peafmably repeat tt 
(;QmmQf\d^tions of the temperatef condu<a of thofe at prefent in powi 
whofe: wifdom or integrity were obnoxious to fufpicion on this occafioi 

t contenting theinfclvts with a fimple, though undeniable vindicati< 
their owti proceedings: leaving to others a fair opening for the pu 
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;«lion of their hooour, and, at the fame time, to juitice an uninfluenced^ 
bopc for the legal conviAion of their guilt. '^ 

National glory, power and welfare, are facred trufts in the hands of 
Kirticulars : which all who venture to accept, fliould hold themfelves 
lighly accountable for the rafh or infufficient difcharge of. Dangerous 
md difgraccful negligences or omiflions therein, are no lefs culpable 
ban active errors or mifdoings, and are equally puniQiable for their 
^nfequences. But for the judgment of a free people, it is ever fafcr 
b rffeviife f^m prudence on the fide of vigour than on that of caution. ' ; 
r alour commonly carries with it a prepoflcfl|onary excufe, even for ac- 
fons of temerity: while the bare fufpicion" only of fear, inftantly en- 
genders iorthe public mind a contempt, which fpeedily matures intOfial^ 
Equtes hatred. 
' Prudence is allowed to hold the firft rank among the cardinal virtues, 
''et, like every other, when indulged to excefs, it degenerates into a 
ice. In the due temperament and full exertion of all the great qua- 
ties of mind and heart together, the truly noble charadler is with pro- 
ietymade to confift. But of fuch there are few examples: nay, I 
ay fafely aflert, there never was any man otherwife than comparatively 
eat ; abfolute perfection belongs not to human nature. Nor are the 
ial virtues fo harmonioufly di^fed, as to admit of equal fway among 
e another. They all aim at dominion s are partial in their alliances ; 
nd by their fingle or congenial predominacy, become peculiarly cha- 
jftcriftical to men. Thus prudence and juftice eflcntially ornament 
il rule; valour and fortitude the military. And whoever impartially 
utfn'vzts the records of heroifm, wil^ find hazard hzs been evej: the 
uine parent ofglory. By the degrees of dangers encountered, and 
e numoers of difnculties furmounted in military atchievements, through 
ages and in all nations, the meafures of merit and reputation have 
en eflimated. Over-caution, therefore, is a difgraceful quality in the 
ders of armies : and if admitted into their councils operates like fear, 
ich it is certainly a-kin to, and traitoroufly betrays them into debi- 
, danger and diferace. 

Had the heroes of ancient or modem nations trufled nothing to fortune 
foIutk>n, but fcrupuloufly weighed every entcrprize in the fcale of 

rud^ll^ before they ventured to put it in execution, they never 
hate been fo remarkably the objeds of our admiration. Ardor 
intrepidity often led them into perils, from which fortitude and va- 
were exerted to extricate them. Boldly to rifque danger is the true 
rk of heroifm: bravely to overcome it the genuine proof. Had 
minondas^ Alexander, Caefar, Edward the tmrd of England, his 
lortal fon, or our invincible Henry the fifth, too much deliberated 
their mighty enterprizes, they never could have acquired the renown, 
I has proved fo glorious to their nanies and their countries: their 
kage led them to encounter difficulties, which their magnammi^ "^ " 
" tbemto conquer. 
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Of a like ftamp is Ihe illuftrious genius of his prefentPruffian majefty • 
ind fuitable to his exalted charader, are thofe of the generals who com* 
mand under him. How has the vaft Ruffian army been kept at bay by 
the bra\re marflial Lewbald for a whole cgmpaign ^ nay, once attacked 
fuccefsfully even in their trenches by him, with a force little exceeding 
^^^ a quarter part of their numbers! While their auguft monarch, aflaDed 

on all fides by the moft potent enemies, preferves equanimity of nug^ 
to concert, and vigour of intrepidity to execute every meafwe dtiett it 
either neceffary, or poffible, for his fupport. Surrounded, as. he k^ 
himfelf, by a cowardly affociation of more than half the powers «f Eu- 
rope to crufh him, does he fufFer the preffure of fortune or of might 
to difahimate his princely heart ? Does he give way in any point tp 
unworthy apprehenfion? or fuffer himfelf to liften to terms of accom- 
modation, for fafety either to his perfon or his people, that the dignity 
of his Spirit muft deem inglorious ? , 

But what has he beheld in a neighbouring country, of the only ally 
that was left him upon the continent ? Was there therein fuch a want of 
moneys of arms, of people, or of condudi, that it Ihould have been fo 
fecbdy defended, fo abjedly abandoned to a conqueror ? When property, 
freedom, religion, were all at flake, fure every man would have been 
willing to fight in their defence ; and every man fhould have been fur- 
nished with & liiftrumen ts and means for fo doing.Caution, therefore, muA 
bavetQomqcHfwftyedin their councils; and treacherous, treafonablc fear 
hasbetrayeH thnti into the handsof their enemies. Did our renowncdEd- 
wards, or therHenry I have mentioned, ev^r ftoop to takie fafety upon 
fuch wrctthed conditions, « have there been ignominioufly fubiflittdF* 
to? No: in their hours of imminent peril, great as were ewr encoun- 
tered, their truly royal fpirits rather fought refuge from defpair 5 and bjf 
refolutely devoting their lives to the refcue of honour, glorioufly at- 
chieved an immortality of fame! , Fairly then may it be urged, and 
fully muftit be allowed, to the mortifying difcredit of oA days, that a 
country fQ over-run. To yielded'up to a victor, could have no true genius 
for enterprize exerted in4ts defence, no genuine hero employed for its 
piotediqn. 

But to that unhap3ry country only the fatal errors are not^^fined| 
or rather let me fay the ruinous crimes, of counfelling but to pDu:arr|fi 
or procraftinatlng but to loofe. Courage muft be allowed the moft ho- 
nourable charadteriftic of man, as chaftity is that of woman. If, there- 
fore, regarding the latter, 4he poet is acknowledged with wifdom to 
aflertj 

^The Woman that deliberates is hjli 

In refpedl to the former, it may with equal certainty be urged^ that 
he who once fuffer s himfelf^ in tbejcaks of reafonj to nveigb fafety iKainfl 
reputation J is^ by that a6ty in extreme danger of meanly f^fcing toe *lqji 
to thefrfi^ 
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Tke tiUui who has not given evident proofs of Us cupacity, for txc^ 
ftudng an im^xxtant truft, fhould never, by any means, have fuch aft 
vite repo&d on him. And he who is fo humble as to doubt of his owa 
isbilki^ ibr an honourable a%:iuittance of himfelf in the duty aiHgned 
^um, vrim by that very diffidence be fure to be difconcerted in every opet- 
ration he attempts. Litde confultation can be neceiTary, or even fafe,. 
in the cvt cution of military eaterprizes : and long deliberations on the 
matUKPtlF performance, will be ever fure to w<^en the means of ao- 
compliihingthem. Intelligence and wifdom are the proper counfellors* 
«f a flMnmander in diief. He fhould have fuch comprehenfion and 
knowledge as to make no more at the place of a^on requifite, thaa 
but to look^ refolve, and go to work. I have» with certainty, been in^ 
formed that many able commanders have, from long experience, greatly^ 
decried the pra^ice of holding councils of war : ^and to every maa 
many wife reafons mufl occur, with all obfervation on their genetal 
cf&d3 in pradice, fufficiently convidive of their inefficacy to any good 
pdrpde) nay, in moft points, of the evidency of evils that muft attend 
them. For my own part, I have long confidered diem but as (hifts 
and confpiracies to cover fi:andalous ins^on : and never can, nor ihall, 
cxpeft good fiKxefs from any undertaking to which they tr^ applied^ 
I conceive them to be but meetings for ^e propofak j)f fuch doubts 
as may, without a draining of conftrudion, be aiUi(£ *%!g[s : andlfer 
the fcandalous and cowardly concerting of paUiativt^ttl jA|S&races. 
-. As for the ifliie of any inquiries into the cauf^ €iwMr 1^ national 
tdi^race, I hope it will be as fignal as I would l)^^^fllnnfluenced 
ckner by prejudice, paflion or clamour t and on our patndt-minifters^ 
wider their rcml ipailer, let me entreat my good countr3nnen :patiendy' 
^ rely for a clear, full, and judkiai dedfioh of the mattery wA ^t r 

" . . > '■ ^. ; 

SIR, :.. . 

Your conftant reader, ) 

X And humble fervant, • *;'t 
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; While we are poorly influenced >y a fotrj and mercantile miasitni 

• firft broached by a trading minifter, " that the intereji of a nation fi 

-A i»^ its true/i honmry " the French conduct tbemifelves on an o^ffi&tt 

" that the honour of a nation is its trtifl im 

Eflimate of the manners and principles of the timei^ * 
the HERALD, &c. 



aye to interrupt your political and commercial 

ions on a fubjedt, that I cannot but think mr 

1 16 my country, and which I addreis you upon 

^priety, as by your office ; 

itent judge of the cerenw 

d dignity. Nor is my fi 

vith the general fcheme c 
^ i^_ X aiij, Mr. TeU'Truth^ ouQ of 

gliflimen, who have fo unfa(hionable a fenleof bo 
.^oiiour, as to be of opinion, that even wealth is tc 
the price of it. How meanly wefacrifice it in our a 
|t hbnde, may be worthy of your attention to exan 
nne my prefent obiervations to our national appearance, abroad, and that 
fropii a nngle. and very recent Inftance. 

X was not fo m lich furprized as afhamed at ireading in our public mews- 
pape^i a very Ut^c'while ago, the following paragraph, ^unQngthear^^ 
liclcsti^anflated from foreign Gazettes^ which I infert in the very words 
of tnejr publications.- • • 

ff XAjbon^ Augufi th 23^. 3fi^. Hayy who has rejided here tbeje tbrel 

years^ as canful of the EngUflj nation ^ having i^eceived letters of credence by 

the laji packet-boat, tofucceedtbe late Mr. Ca/ireSj in quality of Ins Britanmck 

'majejlys envoy extraordinary at this courts bad the day before yefitrday bis 

frjl audience in ibat ckara^er of the king^ queen ^ and royal family^ and, to 

Vol. I. * • H Ir- 1 ^^^^^ 
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avoi'd the encumbrance of ceremon^s, it is regulated thai be Jhall 

FJ^ THl FIRST VISIT TO ALL OTHER F0RE;IGN MINISTERS. 

This article of news, thus inferted in all the public papers of Europe,: 
I cannot look upon in any other light, than as intended for a national 
difgrace to us, and that in other countries- it was actually publifhed as 
fiich. Wliether the fad be t(ue or falfe I pretend not to fay ; but, upon 
enquiry, if it is found a relation of veracity, and the accommodation men* 
tioneil is. not the eftabliihed practice amongft public minifters at foreign 
courts, we fuffer a national diihonour therein, that fhould bring the au^ 
^ordFit tD^bndign punifhment; or it is to be hoped all ranks of people 
IrJU join to require the chaftifcment of thofe perfons, be they wh© they 
may, who Would offer to fcreen him from jaftice. 

The crown of Great Britain is an imperial one; of fuch dignity and 
antiquity, as not to yield the precedence to any other in the world. The 
honours and rank of it cannot be given up even by its royal wearers; and 
a fubjed who profiimes in anv poiht tofacrifice thems incurs by fo doing 
the penalty oihigb crimes ana mifJemeantmrs, if not of bigb treafon. Wc 
want not inftances in our annals of impeachments being founded otlk 
fuch pleas^ 

I pretend not peremptorily to decide ; but I belief, ^r. Herald, I 
might venture to affert, that the pra&ice in thefe cafes is^^s follows* 
When the minifter of a nation arrives at any court, he pa)rs a vifit ta 
the fecretary of ftate, and notifies to aU foreign miniflers there refident 
his arrival: on which notification, all pay him vific^of^ngratulation^ 
yiXiich he as ceremonioufly returns. The fame is the praOTce, Iconclude, 
tipon all advancements of charader, as it it the univerfal cuflom in all 
the forrtial intercourfcs of private life. 

If fuoch is the regulated method of proceeding, for any one to depart 
from it, and by ftipulation too, is openly allowing inferiority, and fub- 
ihittiiig to an acknowledged fubordination : which, to whatever lengths 
of humility a man's difpofition may carry him in a private ftation, in a 
public one can by no means, or in any fhape,' be endured : and if ijone 
from a poverty of fpirit or want of underftanding, either of them more 
than fufficiently proves the unworthinefs of the perfon for his office. 

But of all nations upon earth, Portugal is certainly the mod improper 
for any fuch conceffions to be made in. There, blood, rank, title, prefe^ 
rence, all the cifcumftances of pride and pomp, arc rcfolutely aflerted, 
and obftinately perfifted in. They weigh honours and qualities by grains 
and (cruples, and recede from no points of preheminence or equality that 
they have any kipd of pretence of claiming or adhering to. Nay, they 
will fuffer any inconvenience, even want, diigrace and mifery, rather 
than publicly give way in apperances. 

What therefore they efteem fo highk dishonourable as to be even worfe 
than death to pradice, or fubmit to bear, it cannot but be fuppofed they 
will defpife others for doing or fufferin^. And contempt among them 
includes hatred, abhorrence, deteftation! A diigracedman is fo avoided^ 
that they will have no communication with him; his converfation and 
bis company arc for ever renounced. This we may think an cxtrava- 
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gance of opinion and pradice: to the length they carry it, it certainly 
is fo : nay, many of thcmfcives afFedt to own it an abfurdity : yetallagree^ 
they are notions too deeply and generally rooted for any particulars to dare * 
aim at altering, or pretend to deviate from in praftice: the ftatc, nobility, 
clergy and commonality, alike agreeing to countenance and aflbnt to 
them, and every order of the ifetion regulating their conduft thereby. * 

And we, if foUicitous for their efteem, when in their country, flibiild 
furely conform in our proceedings to their opinions of things } or by^their 
opinions we muft expedl to be condemned, and confequently defpifed. 
Othet nations do adt there by Portugueze maxims, and find their accoiinti^ 
in refpeft at leaft, from fo doing. And for us toad among them iipcii 
the fordid principles foftered at home, is only fumifhing occafions and 
pretences for them to gratify wanton pride in offering us unprovoked 
infults. The Portugueze would glory as much in a point of minifterial' . 
jockyfliip in one of their nation for the aggrandizement of his charader, 
as in a compleat vidory gained by a commander of their forces over the 
moft inveterate enemies of their country. 

Nor are they fo Angular in thinking points of this kind confequential,' 
as, I fear, we arc in (hewing an entire difregard of them. We think, iif. 
we get money we fecure all things : other nations think money no kind 
of compenfation for violated dignity and refpeft. From the notion^ I 
apprehend, alfo that a profufion of expence is the criterion of greatnefsi* 
too many of , our travelling nobility and gentry are the objeds of ridicyfe^ 
and contempt in every country they vifit. More ceremony, and a greater 
regard for fornis and appearances than we art difpofed tt> adOplV 
more delicacy (hewn in the means of acquirmg money, and more pre- 
caution ufed in the methods of fpending it than we difcover in our prac- 
tices, are, I" will ventur^ to afTert, influential principles in every .pdier 
kingdom of Europe. And that our opinion); in thefi? points (hotild be 
oppofed to thofe of all the reft of mankind, is what may perhaps require 
more apology than commendation. 

But having been favoured with a coUeftion of fadls, touching Portu-^ 
gal, extremely appofite to the point in quefUon, I (hall here Jproduce 
them, the better to enable my countrymen to decide with wif(^m upon 
the article I have quoted from our news-papers. 

The count of Ereceira, a writer of the nr(l reputation in thatl^ingdom, 
mentions as a gracious condefcen(ion in their infants 
king Charles the fecond, that upon the duke of York's 
tulatory vifit aboard the man of war which brought hei 
advanced three fteps to meet him. And within a fe\ 
news-papers have flouri(hed on a courtefy of the like i 
prefeni king, who condefcended pecujiarly to honour a 
of our nation, by advancing two fteps forward to encoui 
coniplimentary addrefs. The fame noble author recon 
royal marriage was folemnized at Portfmouth, the n 
their ambalTador, touched Prince Rupert on the (houl 
that he walked in his place, becaiife as the King's nepl 
undoubtedly his right to do, he marched in the procciE 
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{a ibc /cyal Opera houfc at Liibon, which had not been opened above 
fcv:eOflK)|0]tos bffon jlt wsis ddlroycd by the late earthquake, the King; 
2£^ffXf4 Jtbt box on the right hand of that in which the royal family fat to» 
lu$ Mtvrjal brptihcrs, and the box on his left hand to the Cardinal Patri* c- 
apch, Bptlbe Uttpr yyould pot yield the precedence, and therefore at all 
jTcpK^njtati^WS his box appeared empty* Other perfons, likewife, dc- 
i^ffllJlkpiQfclves.tbeDleafureof^^^ at that entertainment, becaufe 

tbcy Iqk} jipt.the dimoftion of places aiCgned which they judged due to 
thw TfU^* Thus, though they thought their ambaflador had a right to* 
piu^pUc^ of alegitittwte Prince of our Woodjwal, they gave to ill^itimate 
Onies.pfth^r^ the precedence of ^ Prince of the church; whofe order 
priptend a r^.t of yielding it to none but crowned head». 

WhpO the count of Unhad, now Portugueze ambaflador at the court 
rf Madrid, firft arrived at that city> he was made, probably by acci- 
dent tP wait fome tinac for the King'is coaches that were, as is cuftomary,. 
^ fccsiy? hun* In retwrjj for which,, as no affront or even an appearance 
©fit, to his court might remain without fatisfa^Sion, when the count 
of Pi?reJ*dUf anabaiTador from Spain (he who was after wards, killed by 
the #arth<^uake) arrived at Liibon, he. was made to wait in the bar|e that 
brought him aerofs^ the Tagus an equal time before the royal eqmpages, 
^iamp to convey him to his houfe. An inflance as ilrikino; as it is recent, 
of th?ir great regard to ceremonial decorum, and of their refenting and 
*evcn|in| the leaft violations of their due therein. 

The arch-bifliops of Braga are primates of Portugal, and pretend W 
4(^ to hp pf all Sp^, He who laft enjoyed that high dignity, was,. 
« Ae. pr?fc nt is, a royal baftard. When inverted therewith, they cannigt 
come tQ ?o»rt, nor ever do, becaufe the^ will not be obliged to give 
plapp tp the arch-bifliop of Lifbon, who js only of a noble uoiilv with! 
qn infiprior mitre,* but alwajjs a cardinal and patriarch ; and thereoy haa 
iQa^ rightof precedence ; which the others will not yield, notwithftanding^ 
^e prehcminencies of the church fuperfede thofe of blood: and indee^ 
aU Q^r difliQ^on^ are annihilated in the ecclefiaflic charader. 

The prefcqt Puke of Alafoens is the fon and rcprefentative of a baftard^ 
^ king Peter th? fecond,. but whp was legitimated by his royal father.; 
And tfcerefore when the lats king eavc, by decree, Seahor Don Johi>> 
1^9 brPthf c Pop FrancKcQ's natiiri^ron, rank above him, the duke re- 
fuff 4 to irtlQW his right to it, and does not yet, nor will, yield up the 
poipt. Accordingly ^ at hi^prefent moft faithful majefty's acclamauon^ 
«r coronation, the duke declined paying homage, and ^king the oaths 
£^1)4 after the princes in whole blood, though a faving decree had beet> 
iffutti.with regard to rights and rank in any procee^ngs of that day, 
^ut pfriRrP^d thofe ceremonies after all othar utulars, whom JiejOiould 
taV9 gC«»c before, attb« head of the judges, as r^gidor; an office h^ 
occupied at that time as.now, and is in dienity next to that of conftabter 
of th« l^|pg4om, but»v€.s no higher ranK than he appeared in. The 
^mpl^ywnt is jfotfnetai^ of the nature of our chief jufticeftiip of Eiv- 
§^V^> but of higher ^ure* The office of conftable i$ only occafionally 
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ferved there as with us : and was on that day by the king's only brother, 
the infant Don Peicr. 

When count Rofembergi a few years ago, went mfaifter from the 
Imperial court to that of Portugal, with powers, it was faid, for taking 
any charader'u|^n him; becaufe he did not aflume the title of ambaf- 
fador,' feveral of the Portuguese nobility declined vifiting him, to avoid 
ufing the addrefs of excellency, which was not due to his inferior cha- 
radter of minifter only, though it was undeniably to his rank as count; 
but they faid they were to know him only by his public charafter : in 
which they probably thought he had degraded his private one. For no 
titular among them will accept, for a foreign court, an employment be- 
neath that of ambaiFador. 

A princefs of •the houfe of Holftein-back is married there to Don 
Manfd de Souza Calhariz ; but as her hufband, though a nobleman, is 
not a titular, the ladies of quality will by no means addrefs her with ex- 
cellency; and therefore in fpcaking of her, or to her, only ufe the words, 
Senhora Princeffa. 

Nay, fo very fcrupulous are they among one andriier, in always giving 
and taking their exa<ft dues, that not many years ago, in a church porch, 
an affront of that kitid coft the late marquis of Minas his life ; where 
being crouded by an inferior nobleman, he addrefled him with worfliip 
inftead of lordfhip: to which the other returning lordfhip inftead of ex- 
cellency, a quarrel enfued, in which the marquis was killed ; and the 
other faved his life by proving he had received the iirft ajffront. 

There^terwards happened a very extraordinary difpute betwixt two 
noblemen ; one a count, the other no titular, but who Jiad ferved the 
iiffice df vice-roy iiflndfa: their equipages meeting in a ftreet too narrow 
for them to pafs each other, neither of them would fubmit to back and 
give the way : fo they patiently fat for feveral hours in their carriages, till 
the affair was referred to the king, and he had leifure to decide it; whofe 
decifion was, that they (houtd both back, and take different ways: by 
which means their honours were preferved; and probably one or botn 
qf their lives. 

But a ftill freiher and more unhappy inftancc has happened, to ex- 
emplify the eff^eds of that fpirit among them. At a French ball, where 
liliny of the Portuguese nobility were prefent, a difpute arofe, while 
tlie company were at fupper, betwixt Don — - Noronha, a fon of the 
count of Arcos, and Don Antonio de Mcnezes, in which the former 
ftruck the latter ; who, in return, had feized a bottle, and was going to 
repay the injury, by throwing it tt his>adverfary*8 head; but was unfor- 
tunately prevented. Had he done it, his honour had been recovered : but 
as he could not, he remains with the undeliable ibiin of a blow. Both were 
immediately laid under arreff : and, to prevent cool mifchief, the ag- 
greffor was fuffcrcd to efcape out of the kingdom ; where he remain^ in 
miferable indigence, as his family is too popr to furnifh him with the 
means for his decent exiftence; while the other remains inaftateoffo 
much infamy at home, that he cannot go to court, aflift in any publk 
ad, nor l)e rcf ei^ in any honourable company^ For, till he has caufed 

the 
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the maa who ftcuck him ta bcnnudesed, aa nobleman vrUl be, feeix byh||]^ 
nor even fit downi or ftay in a room Were he finds hUi^ Yet is thk dif- 
honoused yottns noblemaa a maaofftnfe, andofaworthy charader: 
bathe muft, at ail eveois, commit oaurder qt ]^atiently fiibaiit to contempt; 
After the late dreadfiii earthquake^ the ftarvmg exilq wrote to Dk)n An^ 
tonioy telling him that he embraced that tlmeof geoeraldiflrefs and com- 
pafipn to implore a reoonciliationi aod oflS^ing. to make any fatisfafl;!^ 
for the injury he had done himu But tlie offended'a relations obliged huii, 
to fign a ktter they took upon themijelvc& to write in anfwcr» which wasi 
f^ch an one as cut of all hopes of accommodation for ever. 

And with regard to that pec^te, a late proceeding at our own court 
furnifhes an inftance how far a flight will be refeoted by particular^ of 
them. When Marco Antonio de Aaxvedo, who had redded here for a 
tonfiderabk time a& envoy from Porti^ai, waa called home to enter upoa 
theoffice offecretary of ftate, p^tly^ it may be fuppofed, for his £atis«^ 
factory condudt here^aad partly by way of ingratiating our£dves witha 
man who was going to commence minifter of ftate in his own gpuntry^ 
the preientmade tohjfn, on his departure, wasdoublecf what had been 
ufujAty given to envoys on fuch occafions. His fucceflbr happeije^^ 
io noake himfelf fo agreeable in his mi0ion here; and^ it is fa^d, :^| t^ 
moved at the dcfire of our court. And our minifters not thinking ^lem^ 
felveSvinterefted in conferring obligations upon him^ occafioned his being 
complimented only with the iifual prefcnt; which he refuicd to accept; 
alledging that he could not^ nor would, appear in a lighr inferior to tha( 
jofhispredoceflbr. An argumentofgreat weight in his country, ihoogh 
not amnitted to be fuch in ours. Jn fine, we were ftiff and he wa^ 
ri^: fb he quitted the kbgdom without recenring any pref^At at alU 
Theixutter was afterwards made up by thfitwo courts, by their .mmyally 
agreeing never,, in fiiturie, to nwke any prcfent a( all to each other-s ipi^- 
nifter^ ; which was a compromife proper enough for the kingdoms. But 
unluckily for us (who are fo abject to j)ay a court to that n»^n v^hich 
fhejj atf no ways entitled to receive from us) this affronted minifter h^ 
fince raifed himfelf to fuch a pitch of power at home, that he is iaid to 
govern there both king and kingdont. And as theJPortugueze arecha- 
ra^eriftcally tenacious of refentmcnt, and eager purfqers of revenge, b4is 
thought in his preient ilation feldoni to have mifled an opportunity fQr|%| 
gratifying oiF both. To which motive$are attributed, on that fide of t&p 
water, ioq numberlefs embarrafimentt and opprefiioi^ our coontrytpeD 
^nd commerce have fufifered. 

As, I believe, 1 have already excee<]ed the compafs of your paper^ t 
re|5^rve for another letter, infl:ances of the condudk of other nations at thj^(t 
jcourt: and to make fome obiervations pertinent to my fubjed, whic^i 
J think may be ferviccable informations to my country : who am, 

SIR, 

, : Your hupible fcrv;int, 

; ^ LUSITANNICUS. 
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Let the low-rspindei of thefe qarrow day^ 

No nHMreprefume to deem the lofty Tai9 

Of antient times, in pity tq their own, \ 

Romance. Thompson. 



S I R, 



To the HERALD, &c. 



(AVING already fumifhed fomc remarkable in- 

[ ftan&s of the great regard (hewn by the Portuguezc 

[ nation to rank, preference, decorum, arid to all cere- 

[ihonious points of hbijoui^; publi6 and jyrivatej I (haft 

[ in this letter, agreeable to. my promife, relate fbme 

i feds to exemplify the conduft or other nations there- 

I in, particularly at th^t court : add a few additional 

circupiftanccs relating to thcmfelvesj which, for waik 

■•f rooin, had not pl^ce ampng thofe f laft.fent youj arid then, as I 

Have engaged to dOf fli«ll iinifli with fpn^eTcmarks on what ?>ccafioncd 

my writing to you thefe letters. 

The virprld wpU knows how by a trick of the vaiA-glorious Lewis the 

^urtccnth of France, he took for a Spaniih cpnfeflion of his national 

l%h$ of precedence, Vhat they defignedibr a coptrary purpofe, as never 

•inteAding to yield it up to him. Yet are his fucceflbrs fo prefuniptuoUs 

,« t& perteverc in afferting their claim to it therefrom*: whflc the ^nifl 

flionarcte are no lefs obftinatc in denying them that right, -and in not 

^fobmitting to Acir ufurpation of it in prajfticr,- r 

Jt is''' almoil beiide my purpofe to mention the ftubbom, bloody; and 

evc0 mortal fquabble wnich happened here from fuch a caufe, Hp[?ea 

the fenrants of the AmbalTadors of thofe two csowns, at a publ]|^fttry 

•fo'!(Mig ago as in Jamea the lirft^s time: which, tp prevent th^IilBci 

'in^liafcre, pccafioncd a general adjufbnent among princes and ftates, 

ctfirt^ the eduipages of foreign miniiftcrs (hould never thereafter have 

p^^^.in. fucn protefiions ; it being fenpofiible to regulate rank amortg 

"them. Nor need I dwfcU on the manner of holding congrefles, where 

'the rights of precedence are yielded by no crowned heads to one another, 

;cith<kr-in the ceremonial of fitting to confdh upon ti:eaties. t>r in the 
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figning of them. Cere^donies being the^Dutworks of g^patnefsi fliqmld 
be cautiqufly attended' to and preferved. vTrifles of no intrific worth 
are made valuable b^^ the regard that is (hewri for them. Publickly to 
comply with demands, is (looping to fubmiffions. And as all rights of 
fuperiority whatever mt claimed from precedents, every man muft bt 
deemed criminal who difhonours his country by the oiaking of them. 
. Princes hold themfclves particularly interefted in the perfonal treat- 
ment of their reprdfentative minifters at foreign courts. Oliver Crom- 
well's condudt in violating the fanftuary of the Portugucze ambaflador's 
,bpufe at London has been always condemned, though in an adt of juftice: 
an4 that it was not publicly refented by that nation, as may be judged 
•from a fimilar example which will prefenlly be given, was owing to 
nothing elfe than the diftreflfed circumftancesivhich they happened at that 
time to be in. An infiilt offered to a Ruffian minifter's perfon in Queen 
Anne's time, was with difficulty compromif^d by our fending an am- 
baflador extraordinary to apologize for it. Nor was it reckoned other 
' than a bold ftep, in hi? late majefty's reign,, to.feize the perfons and papers 
of the Swedi/h minifters in England and Holland, though they were 
actually engaged in a plot to fubvert our government. Nor would 
Charles the twelfth probably have failed to have revenged the affiront 
Ji$d he lived ; or ^his country^ had they not remained after his death a 
ruined and debilitated nation. But all thefe circumftances, are of a 
higher nature than that which I at prefent am treading of. An(| I only 
.mention them, as well aslfooie others, to ihew the confequencex)f the 
minifterial character: from whence may be inferred ho.w careful all 
.fhould be, even in the minuteft points, of fupporting* the dignity of it. 
But extremely appofite to the haatter in queftion was a fignal 
inftance of delicacy that very lately occurred- at the court of Portugal, 
betwixt the ambafladors of thofe two crowns, by ooe of which preccr 
dence is claimed and by the other denied. In the King's new Opera 
houfe, the third box in rank below that in which the royal family fat 
was appxDpriated to the accommodation of foreign ambaffiidors: to feats 
;in which, the perfons who had a right were the Pope's nuncio and the 
French and Spaniffi ambaffadors, the inferiour foicign milftifters hiring 
^ places aligned them in ai^ upper ftory . In this box^ thefc could be no ^ 
doubt, among the interefted parties, to the nuncio's having the feat of 
but who was to fit in the fecond place became a matter 
be French ambaffiidor would not confent to an alternate 
Iding of it, liot daring to allow an equality; and ttie 
ador could not accept of the loweft feat always, as timt 
ckly acjcnowledging inferiority. In (hort, aifter mucn 
matter was compromifed by tj^e following rcgulatipn. 
n had the feat the firft night; and afterwards they took 
perfon whofe night it happened not to be, either ftaying 
away or going to the box belonging to the fecretaries of ftate. 

When the late French aipbaflador in that kingdom was regulating the 
ceremonials of his public entry, it was infifted upon by the court of Por- 
tugal that he (hould appear in a cloak upon the occafioui which ia 0a^t 
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of the folcmn (ftfeis of their counlry : a point he ventured not to give way 
in without exprefs permiflion from home. And accordingly his entry was 
delayed till he received not only his orders thereupon, but the cloak alfo 
that he made ufe of; which was of gold fluff, embroidered ; notwith- 
fliliding the Portugueze fafhion is to wear them of plain black. The 
fame ambaflador had a difpute there, like wife, with a new nuncio upon 
a ceremonial of drefs in their firft vifits ; which was a matter he like wife 
referred himfelf upon to the decifionof his court. 

At the revolution of Portugal in the year 1640, when John the fourth 
was exalted from the Dukedom of Braganza to the throne of that 
kingdom, the French, being then at war with the Spaniards, for their 
own ends encouraged and abetted that proceeding. Yet, as fays the count 
of Ereccira (who was a general and ftatefman as well as the hiftorian of 
his own times) their King could by no means be prevailed on to allow 
him the dues of his rank, but abfolutely refufed to addrefs him with 
majfefty. While he (it may be fuppofed) not caring to accept of an in- 
ferior diftingurflaing appellation, was forced* to put up with tboUj or 
you. So very fcrupulous are they in their honorary conceflions, even 
in ihftances where their.intereft is concerned. Different, on that occa- 
fion, was the condudt of our Charles the firft, who, as we are informed 
by the fame noble author, ftopt their ambalTador upon the road, and, at a 
village without London, detained him till he had formally, by a depu- 
tation, enquired into the rigKtS of that Prince to the dignity he alfumed ; 
and being fatisfied therein, not only then^^nkly acknowledged his 
claim, b^t gave him immediately all the horfMrs that were due to his 
regal ftation. The time at which the French afterwards condefcended 
to do it I cannot precifely afcertain, but fuppofe it was riot till by their 
treaty with Spain under our mediation; when the independency of that 
kingdom was univerfally acknowledged. However, it was not till about 
the year 1740, on Monfieur Chavighy's going thither ambaflador, that 
they admitted the Portugueze to an equality of treatment: there having 
been a point in difpute,- which till that time could never be fettled 
between ihcm. The mMtcr contended for was, upon a French am- 
baflador's zfttfal at Lifl)6n, whether he fliould vifit the Portugueze 
fccretarjrdf flate, or the fecretary of flate firft vifit him. The French 
had always jprevailed therein till the rekn of hislatePortueueze majefty, 
who being U jPrince of a very high fpiriCj and conceiving his importance 
to be augmented by the difcovery of his^gold and diamond mines, re- 
folvcd in all points to put himfelf upon a footing with 
lUligs of Europe. And, accordingly, on a French 
amvai at his court, upwards of thirty years ago, he d 
rights pf Cfyemony in that particular : which the Frcr 
cldCending to yield • in, their Ambaflador returned with 
his character, or being admitted to an audience. There fii 
another difpute between them, on the French King's not 
allow his brother of Portugal the tide of Moft Faithful Majefly: an 
honour the late King had conferred upon him, a little while before 
his death> hy the Pope. The French Monarch taking upon himfelf 
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to difpute that authority ^ though be inhvits a fimilar OR%iiixnfeH* w|jdd» 
has no other foundation* The truth is, that they think tbey fupport a 
dignity in not making too ready coivceHiops of honours. And perhaps 
do no err in policy by endeavouring to make then:^ favoursj and evea 
in challenging advantages for allowing them* 

U\f die year i735> the rapture that had like to have happened he« 
tween the courts of Madrid and Li^n, and which vtras probably pre- 
vented by our fending a very iaige and expeniive fleet mider the com« 
mand of Sir Jobn Norris in (upport of the latter>was from thef:>Uow- 
jog proceedings. The fervants of the Portugpeze minifter in Spaia; 
sctcocd an ofl^ider from the hands of juitice, in a place they conceiyedr 
to be piotedted by their mailer > and ocrrkd him for fanduary to hia 
houfe. Of the mafter the priibner W2iS demanded -, who refufed to fur^ 
render him from the fanduary of his houfe, thinking that if he did^ he 
ihould thereby iacrifice the dignity and authority of his qhara<^r^ 
Upon which refufal a guard was fent to feize his fervants, which they d^ 
iecretary and all, and they were for £;>me timfc confined, in the comaioa 
prifon. The account of thefe proceedings no fooner got to Lift)pD, thaai 
bis Portugueze Majeify treated the fervants of the Spani^ . Qiinifler at 
his court in the fame manner : not fufiering himfelf to pocket up £> 
public an afront, even though, by refenting it as he- did, he. imminently 
hazarded his own falety. The Spaniards upon this immediately marched 
down troops to their frontiers; and the Portugueze iet about augment^ 
^g their forces with all poflible expedition : But by our timely and 
ftrongly interpofing, farther evils were prevented. Fron^ tbis> as wel^ 
as the other examples produced, we foe what the Portugueze notion^ 
of honour are : and may be fatisfied they are diifpofed to run all ri/ks 
father than fuffer a national flight or mfult to pafs unrefented or un^ 
revenged. Surely then> under their eye at leafl, it concerns aljL nations 
to reguUte their proceedings by the faoae rigid rules of right, dighitjr 
and decorum. 

We read^ indeed, of big-talking and high-a^ing of miniflers of pur^ 
tn thcr days of Qgeen Elizabeth and of Oliver Cromwell : nay fince^ 
of an Earl of Manchefler at Venice, and of an Earl of $uir at Paris^ 
who knew how greatly to fupport the ia^xntance of their chara&ers». 
and therein their country's honoiK- The latter thought Jqckyfhip ii| 
the <2eremoniai of a vifit with a Prinqe of the blood a minifterial feats 
aa4 ^^^ among proud nations it will certainly be deemed, and give the 
man reputation vfho performs it. But thefe are, deeds to be t^ked of 
jby us, like the great ones in arms wrought by our forefathers, *ag 
wi^jders of times paft» not to be practiced in our tamer and hunibler 
days : in v^ich, for the intoxicating revelries of effeminating pleiafures^ 
money, and dot honour, is becooae cur *obje&. However, I hlitv)^ 
beared of one ^oiuc of a tilus kind iucceisfully ftruck of late by a mi^ 
nifler of ours^ and it happened too at the coiut of Portugal^ w^ch as z 
noveitgr iflntt gratify your readers wijth relatuig. 

When Chavigsy, as Fi^e^ch an^buiTsKlor, arrived at lafboo, tli^e^^^ii)! 
Envoy then refidenttheretfrom foruE^r intercouries havii^g a j^tf^H^^^fqOfj^ 
^'^mpt for the man» was not a little mortified with appeariri| at the fanfie 
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^ court ia ^n iffferior charader : and thevefpre he thougbc it worth ]:iis sittentipn to 

" 8^^^ public Aiugh Oh his iklcf aga^nit his ivval^ by playing hiqp a miniflerial 

tricK iif th^ point of ceremony. That Ambaflador, as I have already mentioned, 

' . wfc the ,firft of his nation who was permitted to pay the courtefy of the firft vifit 

to the fecc<tary of itate : and, by cb^ fettled qpremonial of its return, was to receive 

chat minifter without his. door, when he alighted, from his coach. The ambaf- 

fador having paid his vifit, the Britilh Envoy got intelligence of the preciie 

.tigie. dn which it was to be returned; and went to pay his vifit of congratu- 

ladon a few minutes before : where, attentive to the arrival of the equips, he 

took caret to make himfelf ready for his departure juit as the news was brought 

Jnqf,ttHe,$!6(:retary of State's b<nng ^ri)|f d : the Ambaflacior thereupon hur- 

.ri^^-dQWP ftairsi and ouf Envoy accompanying him, the firft ceremony that 

paft ik> the ftreet was that of their taking leave of each other, whid^ otherwise 

,inuft. Have happened A the anti-cha^g^ber, fj^ r^nk of an Envoy reauiring no 

. fartiiier attenda^e« Tl^s happy fling gave the BAtifb Minifter grAt credit; 

.and did his- n^^Li ^ono^ in the opinion of the Portugueze. If the pradice 

gof fuch |iei^itiS%^ve been found productive of efteem, 1 leave to my country* 

1 mett fQ ji^d^e how different an opinion the poor ftipulatcd^furrejider of all rights 

. io iKi^mony muft have raifed in them. 

Ctf tjip very extraordinary article of news, there£:>re^ that I have quoted, as 

4t ftcms to h<ive been induftrioufly circulated by foreigp Gazetots though every 

. country oS Etirope, I cannot help thinking as of a fianal difgrace which merits 

: a {^£t enquiry inco; and that full informauons fhopld |)iPgiven to the foUow- 

^ing queries. Firft, if it bct|0»ft !t Secondly, if a novelty ? And thirdly, if the 

two KH-iper points are alloved, whether fo combipated an affrpnt has been 

^ tipfFered frorn a contempt of lliwiation^ qr of the map ? If of thp former, it 

i' 9 ( certainly tj^pves us, by evei^ methQA ip our powef^ xpf er^favour le^fcetrieve 

• -^be Fefpedt that has been hithi|(ip ps|l|^aiiid is certainly, d^y to o^r ^Sovereign 

« r amt his kingdoms. If of the Utter, t^e is a melancholf profpe^ of w^ is to 

^ be expected from hi$ fpirit and <j|#u;iA^ in his office : gnd he furely ought tQ 

end his mifllon, before farther n^lcbiet is done, with being made to anfwer 

for his inflthods of beg^nin^ it. . . 

^ It may hpre be worth while to enquire what; foreign miniftp^, there arc at 

' ' ^eL<x>urt t^t Portugal to haw demajnded fo humiliaung.a facrifice of dedo- 

rum. .Ifiie wholfe-of them are, a Pope's Nuncior a Spanilh am^Jifikir^ ap 

.Hungarian, Neapolitan a^d Dutch mi^ijlery a Pruffian r^^^/, and a J^rench 

^<bargi des affmes. With the firft aid lai^ ours has at prefent nothing to da ; 

« > and fur^y anKMg the reft a Britifli envoy extraordinary (hould figjure :hig^ 

* . enoi^b tot require and reiceive the rights and preheminencies of his chara£teF« 

T That this matter may be fairly judged of, I have taken the pains to be co- 

9 • piai|S;$|n4 particular in my informations, ,as well concerning the people as th^ 

m , pr^((3^i^ lufeal among them ; by wlK>m we may depend any furrender of dig- 

^ . nity:mour> parts will be commented upon with the ^ateft freedom i aqd 

, may evfen influence' (beiv treating us in other matters inJuriouQy : pretenfions 

. for doiitgf^ch we have abundantly fumi0ied themi with already without rea- 

fon ; as, ^''iith the Uf^ they have made of them, I may hereafter make known. 

It has for .a long titee bisen allowed a very impolitic pradtice of ours to 

. ffiak^e <K>ToyS' of confuJ^ ac Li/bon ; the Portugqeze. having ever r^ai^ded it, 

f>Mi^ever will do as a mi|rk«pf di&efped^ to their nation. Other kingdoms may, 

£.and many do think in th^^^me -manner: and hence wq probably derive the 

di%rac^ p(j*intenc^j»,<wminifteriM rcprrf^ . . 

Dignity of blood is certainly the fureft qualification for exciting regard in 

Portugal. But the claiifi' is entirely facrificed by any man who accepts of an 

employment, beneath Im n^k, of by his making an iinworthy alliance. A 

Portigucatf-^giin of jqua|»tyjw|ll neither contra^ a marriage or accept of an 

'^oAt^^Hi^ttiraduri £&, &r any confideradon ^f m^^ey. i| By the laws of 
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the icingckmi, all noblopcn forfeit thAr honours by marrving vffthoui erprcft ,^ 
licence trom the King :^d«if they degradt themfelve*s thcrJh, or by ^/fcuh 
ting of unworthy employments, they are immediately renounced by dieir fa- . 
milies. An Envoy, or even an Ambaffador'j wife there, will not be vidbd *■ ^ i 
by ladies of rank, whofe quality fifcm birthfcntitles her not to that honour. I i 

could give an inftance of a woman of family's being wholly neglefted by them» \ 

when die wifo of a Britifh Envoy, probably becaufe her huiband,^who was* 
himfelf a nobleman, had firft appeared- among them in the employment of 
ConfuL 

Surely, if no fenfe of natioflfitl honour of refpeA has any influence on our 
conduft in thefe particulars, the pr^ailiftg principle of ihtercft, which we ad- 
mit tofucji forcible fway among «s, ought a little to incite our regard to them. 
The Porfuguezc nation in general (and with good reafon, from pad experience 
of our fijf ndfhip) are difpgfed to mtertA a very high Meem for ours ; and to 



give us me preference to otners in all things, were not%nr owA!)tiean and fordid 
praftices rcpulfatory therein. Whilft they are forced, to njcen'e ntoft commo- 
dities for cloathing ^from abroad, fafhions will ofcfturft be inaporied w<thk 
them. It ought therefore to be an objeft of our regard to have perfchs there 
who could properly fecure ours the preference. I know of fib good effbfts 
that an ambaflador of blood, titles and underftanding , with a lady of 'fefteand 
addrefs, might not produce in that kingdom. But we are fo far from endcfi- 
vouring at, or deferving them, that all our attentions, in our affairs abroad as 
well as at home, are fb the gratifications of particulars among ourfclves, in the 
difpofal of employments : which are given to ^igc this man or rfiat P*f ^» 
however unequal to the fit execution of them the |terfonS appointejd may |)roye. 
While, from a depravity of fpirit, we eflfedtually play the game of interrft inttjr' 
the hands of our national rivals and natural enemies,, by abje^iy ftooping to 
ape them in all things, and thereby' contributa to the giving them f he lead fifcr 
' faftiom and manufaiAires to all Europe. Which -fnrely tor a trading •ftltt^a i 
(what in other points Nve perhaps too much affeft to be) is aftingjuft as^ifel/ 
as that Aop-keeper muft be fuppofed to dp, who (hould write under his lign 
and over his door, the heft and moft elegant gi^ods^ in nrf way^ are to be had kf 
my neighbour on the other Jide of thefireet. • , '* ' , 

Where we have intereftsto prcferveor forwtrd, or dignity toftipporti v^c 
ought to be careful in our choice of perfon^ for employments, on whole co<it^ft 
^y muft greatly depend : from the confideration that fuch as want the re({ui- 
fite Qualities for doing good may b^ liable to do mifchief. Arid^ while there 
are K> many offices at home that may be made, and generally^ are made, pr^- 
vifions for people of meer family intereft^ the nation has juft right t« expeft 
that merit and fit qualifications (hould be the only recommendatiovis^to themr 
abroad. • So that any miniftcr of ftatc who Vants the ffrirk and honefty to refufe 
the felfiih gratifications of his creatures therein, ihews, by his oompliaAces, an 
utter unworthinefs of the confidence either of his fovereign or his country. 

I may hereafter, perhaps, farther enlargp upon,*e Tatal effects of family, 
party, and perfonal partialities*, which are among the great evils that feem 
•hurrying our infatuated nation to deftrudion. Concluding my prefent futgeft 
with obfefving, that if the interbfts of the kingdom are not puHued with more 
wifdom than they have been, and the dignity of his majefty*8 crown better fu|^ 
ported in foreign nations than we have lately fee« it, we lha]t encounter fuili 
injuries ^nd afironts as will force optn our unwilling eyes to behoki ourfeives 
in thcforry condition of being bullied, bubbled and defpifed by all Eurppti. 

lam, SIR, .J 

Your Inmible ferrani,. . .,o' > 
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; There sire certain Rogueries in offi9e, which being fong pra^aicelR-; 

; , and by many, are at laft reckoned- as facred as Ae truft, againft 

^hich they are committed:— A fufficient reafon for jirov&ing, 

; • by great and certain penalties, that ndhfe be Icc^mittcd. • \ 

i ' ' ' ; . '^.. ■ Gordon. 

rticular man, when in involved .ciri 

but twO; ways for. retrieving them^ 

and getting: expenees muft be lef- 

ncreafed : and both means, if pof- 

ipplied;. , , ,. \ 

5 I fhall offer fome confideratlons to 

^fcrriup the fubjea: of getiin]^ ftr 

:::,.. .-ipy next papcj, I appropriate this to the article of 

faving: a meafure our condition mfkes highly nftccffary, and muh bei 

' a leading one, if f tformatioji is,i|it?nded to take place j for without it 

.all oth^r endeavours wiy certairjlf prove vain;aijdineffe<auali , r 

If wc furvey attentively .the great and affluent. of ^our cpunWy,'i Wfl ' 
ihall difcover, that, f^pr enormous acquifitions have been made amoog"^ 
,u8;of late years-, except by , goyernmint jobbs and employi^ente :, and 
^Oqijtbem, thaj.fttch numerous and extenfive ones haye |j?en raifcd 
as;ma,y:>u%akrn(i.h9n9iv^»4.induftryto behold J pain njoderajion to 
cqot«mi)late upoq> .dnd fifl witl^ naortifying, or ^laftly apprchenfions 
all truly loyal and patriot minds. * . ' 

. .Can it ,be cxptf^ed out; landed gentry will patently fufer tbemfalve* 
to be £9t put of moderate inheritances by exqeifive taxes, .and our lower: 
aiti«wskM4huib»ndff en ice themf^es reduced to the njeceffityof im- 
ploriiig.|>arifli affiance or charitable reliefs, from levies, upon thew, 
that arerfp great as to.incapacitate them by th^ir incomes and induilty to 
/ufcort their fanmUes} while they, behold jobbers, contra<aors, lovv com- • 
mmionersjjheyefy clerks in ofecs, and all the:miniops and^vcn ad^ 
jundOof power, revelling in plenty, nay, heaping up fuch limmenfi- 
tiei.oftreaftire; as cnaWe them tp intrude their upftart .©Spring into 
Ae^bef^f^ities of th^ kittgdon*? who meanly ftopp to themaking;o| 
Xuch.,4ifgraceful alliances, citherlo repair th% breaches in fortune made 
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by former wafters, or for the means of gratifymg luxurious oftcn^on^ 
wbiich they purchase by Aie promtution of nobUity^ an^ witht|im|Gi* 
cr^GC-flf fpirit, ^di^ty, • and genuine rdGped. , ^^ , 

One of the.grcatefl evils that de^)otilm plagues a kingdom with, h 
its unneceflary and barbarous extortions from^the innpcent 'and trufy * ^* ^ 
meritorious^ f^t jgrttij^catiom to pimps, jparafites, proftitufees, bu£foons ! ^ 
the worthfeft vermin of a court; with fpies, fin«ici€ri, 'baftiaws of pro- 
yioces, aiidall Ae vik and m ef cil c f s inftr uments of oppreflive powcr^ Axui , 
free ftatcs muft ever be confidercd as approaching to their diffolution, in 
proportion as the drones of authority ire beheld devouring,* at their cafe, 
.tllft.p»pyty of the virtuous, and thecarniags of tbfe inf)iiftrK>p.o^ . 4 « 

It is the yndoubttd privilege of freemen, and the conftitutional right 
of Britons, to givp, *not to pay, for the fupport of government, and far 
their compion defence,. What they generonfly o^iotrlbute for ihoif 
fgood purpoie^^ they Qught^.to be falisfied is applkd with w^dom» and 
*vith ceconpmy iJifpejiifed, -^ Tjft fervants of me crown are no lej^ ' the 
fervants of the qcfnmiwiity. If they are appoint<!d by the; foraicr* they 
are equally accottntablc to the latter for every article of their condud* 
The wz&^ and mifapplication ( ) among the great 

crimes of ftate that are highly p of the land. And 

if, as the ^niable Montifquieu le is the ftre«gth 

and bulwark- of freedom; how 3 appear who env- 

ploy the wealth of the people r integrity^ at tbf 

lanie time that th^fupport the 3;ratifyinga fadioa 

with unlimited iiklulgence of piuuuci r, 

Inconfici^at€ wafte, which is the lead guilty part of fuch an ^cv^ 
tion, being the point principblly at pffefent to bo dilcufied, I beg letve 
to illuftrate my thefis by an example %equently to be encounter^, and 
familiar widi common obfervationf 

How many princely inheritances (k) we rontinualiy fte eat out ofiht 
hands of their owners, by rapacioui^ and devouring fervants 1 Let a 
maa's income be ever fo great, if he is not attentive to diiburfementt, if 
lie prefcribes not Economical rules for the good^govemmentof his houie^ 
hold, Of pQxits, Icrutmizing narA)w)y into tne'^manageiiiciit of his 
ftewardis and bailiffs, and of carduHy examining thdr accoaotSy li« 
will \m f^re to have every truft viokted, and e^^^ mdnlgence.abiifed* 
All his ftrv^Qts will comftKQCc thievet : they wiU alike wcmtonly wa^ 
and greedily plunder^ will (hfw no confcience in ftrippmg a maffer who 
tfiey fee wanting io a due regard for himfelf : and, * wllat iS worfey will 
kave the ift^dence to ground excufes for their MgiserieSy oiva coa^ 
tempt for hie nnderftandittg; by making ufe of the v^ plea,^ notma^ * \ * 
commoii to be beared, that if men wiH- be fods, ^nd- fquaiider afwa« % 
their fortunes ; thofe who hafve opportnnites for fharing io^ the fpoiC * 
owe to their own interefls the contrivaxKie to get as Wge ihofesof ^a% 
^f%an^ for what thejr omit to iecure, th^ know will be acmj^ 

As it fares witli a pi^te man, fo will it infUliMy widi a flale, that 
11 iiiatlmtlvt to tbi^ and goo4 ^naMRcnt. If we C^tkt ^ fudpti^ 

« i aifeatow 

-- Di^tizec^ly^^OiDQlt 
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niilratorl c^ our inheritance to make tinreftrained appiiattions bf it to 

tbdr own ufes, w |)ermit thofe under them to rob and confume at wiii, 

k 18 nottt) bedbubtod that the wksoiFaH of theminriU be tbo frequently 

^ exercifed la encreafiog their meafis for fo doing : and nothing lefs, it is 

ffj to be fearedy will fatiify them than the entire acxfuiifition of our alL i 

'^^ could name men wl^o^ upon tbeir being reproached with Uomerciftil 

plunder of the public^ in articles inilanced and proved, could ihdter 

* their ccm^ud unddr no better an argument than, that the finders of iault 

^ were only inftigated by eilvy ; for all men would do the fame if they 

were but fo happy as to have like opportunities^ The fame men have 

afieded to (hew theniifelves fuch able cafuifls^ as eflentially to diftin- 

guifh betwixt public «nd {>rivate ttufts ; by boklly declaring^ stmong 

dieir intimates and dispendants^ that a msUi siay honourabl^r make bar-* 

gins with a flate, Wbtch would be infamous in dealing with |>irticd- 

lars. To fuch refinements in fpecidative wifibm are the impmvfers 

of our faihionable-pradices arrived! Mbr does any than in office now j 

fcruple to owoj for an efbbliiked nuxim, thai it is allowabie and right to 

make the tx lence iall kinds of per^uifites and 

embez:3lem4 U; leaft apdlogi&ed for^ with every 

wafbe and d ^e been told that athong the fer-- 

vants of 'OUi Todd« At is cufiomary fc^ them to 

raife the )au ^ and dept-edstfaons, with the cant 

%ing oi^l 

As the u our country are now plainly icen 

jand heavily felt by every body, it is fure h^ time fome re£brmatioa 
b • fhould begin, 'while fafe remedies are in our power j which, if now ne^ 

gle^ed^ may hereafter be applied txk> latie; M6re caufes for taxations 
are like to happen : and where th^ are without danger to be laid, is a < 
queflioa 9ot eafily to be aofwefed. The landed jaian already pays ncKn 
than half of his income^ the lalMairer neai' a moie^ of his earnings. 
The fobricant k taxed ili the materials he n&s; ^ deakr in dlmc^ 
pvery thing he confum^. Hearth money was formd^y deemed an ili>- 
^Uerable i)UftheH. Nqw light aad heaf, riatond as weH as artificiad and 
the very element of air, we are made tp pay for enjoying. In a country 
tbe^moK plentiful upon eartfat, pn^vi&ons are become dearer than in any 
ether of the globe : ^pm whende.th^ prices of labour ace enhanced, 
and^coQunerce is become fo burtbened vipati die wbofe^ diot ail our 
^ijtrals in trade^ evpn die Ffench, ane greedy underfeHm^us in many 
of our moft flaple cdmoifodiiies at fom^ markets. The lofs c^ our 
tfade mnft effedaally cut of ^vri^uroes of fiipply: of which^ wliat 
fan be the coafequiences but bankruptcy aind rain? 

Y^, fo boyant ]^ the flattering and deldfive faculty of hope^ we iliii 
^t up our heads, and indoleQt^ look a&er redemption : bot vigour, 
while we can fWim, mi^ be eatemed, or we ffaall never reach ihe more* 
Reformation is indeed tinivet£itiy talked of, udverialiy expe6ted. if a 
man alk^ of whom? Credulity re^iliea can* potiiot miniflers. I wiU 
not gainfay fodb foad bc^ievera, becabfe I mbft hcaotily wifli it, and 
^WQulc^ as wilUB^ «s «if otuiiety ii|railhe» ihcran, notwi&ftanding 
; ~~ ' • '" '"^ ^ the 
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the difappointmcnts *wc have experienced, from thofe who have here- 
tofore profeffed the fSune good intentions. But, were we fatisfied they 
really have fuch worthy defigns, arc we fare they will not be circum- 
vented in the profecution of them ? I own I greatly apprehend it, from ^ 
the leaven of old iniquity ftill fufFered to continue in power : enough, O"^ 
I fear, to four all the nutriment that (hould invigorate us. Gamefteri, 
mifers, triflers or prodigals, are bad agents for reformation : we muft 
therefore ftrive to get all the weak and wicked entirely removed from 
before the King, that bis throne may be ejlahlijhed in righteoufnefs. 

The able and exeellcnt Marquis of Hallifax obferves, that a man who 
cannot mind bis own bufinefsy* is not to be trujed with the kings. As whom- 
ever fufiers his own rafcals to rob him in his private concerns, will be 
likely to fufFer the nation's villains to do the fame in thofe of the public. 
But let the matter be fpeedily and openly brought to a teit: let lifc 
people be fatisfied who are, and who are not, the men willing to Ite 
their relievers. The determination may with certainty be madc^, by 
ncceffary proceedings with regard to the following particulars^ \'- ^ • 

We have feen from undeniable authority, in the gift of his Majefty 
to the marine fociet}4|totthe E* ■■■■ t every thoufand pouniJs 

iffued from that offic* ^i|Bpwnt to ft ii pounds nine fliUKngs: 

•which^ fuppofing thefuni to be eigh (and fure it may be ef^ 

timated atmi\ch more) that annuall; Is through it, nlake^ the ^ 

perquifites yearly paid by the nation t] be 595 j6oo/. ' of which 

x2ob,ob6/.' going to the civil lift, there remains 395,600/. to be divided 
Acnong the officers, or appropiriated to ufes, of which the public receive^ 
no account. . -^ 1. 

Thus, bcfides all charges in collefting the fevcral taxes, whicK ort 
. moft of them are unreafonably great, there is a dediidion in one office 
only, from the net produce of the whole revenue, of very near fcvcrt 
and an half per cent. A deduction aftonifhing to be endured ! and for 
which no one fatisfaftory reafon can poffibly be offered, all tendencies 
of it being evidently to the moft ruinous effects. i ' 

The public wants not to be informed of the ufes to which a gre^ 
part of the civil lift are applied ; nor, confequeiitly^ how dangerou^tp 
the conftitution an infenfible increafe of it may here^ter be made. £x^ 
perienoe has hitherto (hewn us, that, however ampli^ its produce, k has 
rarely been found adequate to the demands on it. If^ therefore, with 
every increaf^j of the income^ an increafe of appropriations are like td 
take plage, the* very confervatidn of our national debt will become kb- 
folutelyirieceffary,: for thefupport of what is called his Majefty 's civil 
government: and we can of courfe never entertain hopes of fedng it 
efTentiallf reduced. Nay, the augmentation of a revenue, that mi- 
nifters hold thcmfelves not accountable for the employment of, muft 
be thought a dangerous temptation to the enhancing of our ruinous in- 
cumbrances, for the fake of the money they, by fuch means, extradt 
from them. Surely then it muft be deemed a fit and fair trial of the 
principles of our minifters^ to bring fo interefling a matter to the de- 
cifion, whether qx not that portigi 0^ his Majefty's particular ^revenue 
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jhaiibe exo^anged for a fixed and eftimated eqtitval«nt» to be raifc J m another 
and lefs dangerous manner. 

T^e next article under our confideiytion is the 3^,600 pounck, fuppokd 
to be di|;ributed among the officers, whofe incomes are alike enhanced by thr 

, diftrcflas ot the public. I prefume that it will not be denied, the fees ot that 
offic^ are pf antienteftablifhnient, and fettled when dfc revenues of government 
didtiot amount to a quarter part of what is now levied upon the fabjeft : con-> 

^ jfequently there can be no good reafon aflSgned, : why their burthenfome emo- 

*' fiumehts fhoifid proportionably encreafe, with the loads that neceffity is con* 
J^Dilally heaping upon the ihoulders of the nation. But, as things ftand, they 

^are^. made gradually to thrive exadly in the fame degrees, as others become 
pbchcd. A difpofition xh^t is, moft fhamefuUy unequal, and which lyings 
t» my mind another of ,tne ftate maxims of the noble author, whom I have 

* jtready quoted, which is, tbai a wife prince will not oblige bis courtiers^ who 
S^e herds of prey ^ foasto dif oblige bis people^ who are the beafi of burthen. 
^ That the fervants of the crown or puUic fhould enjoy competent falarics for 
their employments, is hi^ly reaibnabie \ but furely it muft be deemed as rea- 
ibajdile that thife iifcomesihould be afcertained, and that no abufes of the» 
patidivop particulars be fufiered from them. AH fees, gratuities and perqui-* . 
fices whatever, except in the cafes of feizures from fmuglers, and informa- 
lions of fcauds, ihould therefore be entirely taken off, and a fettled yearly in- 
come be fubftituted , m their place, upon condition that whofoever cxads or 
xeceives any farth^ gratuity, abufes his truft, or is negligent, refradory, or 
iHlatory in the executing of it, ihall be not only cafhiered, but alfo feverel^ 
punlflied forJ|is mifbehaviour. « ' 

* informations, bodi public and private, have been giveci 
teed in his Majefty's dock-yards, and indeed in aSnoft: 
oyment under the government: where the embezzlements 
terials, aod miiippticationi of monies, are become r^l^ed pra^oe3«' 
and^ucKas^ require being rigoroufly infpe^ted into, and eflfeftually refon»Dd«» 
^^bich, if proper .^nrQwaymwit vaa <ifibtil» then it a»4mbc JMK^iffi^ 
cient information might be had. i 

Oar methods of making government contra|b, I muft alfo remark are txA 
ftemehr liable to abufes ; nianyof diena have akouly the cun;entdenoo^^ 
#f jebbsf which veqr^rm ipipliei xu>llQfive aod fraiidulent combinations for 
Cobbeay; of jhe {^tadices whereof there requires no ftronger proofs^ than die 

^ ri1i<niptii fofciap we fee conttaually raifed by fuch undertakers, i>y high and 

» low4i6iilmiffio^) nay even bv the very fubalieiys of office; all of which migbe 

' be eafily and entirely prcventea, only I^ new regulating our methods of dealing*; 
Did our embrio legiflators and ibtefmen travel to the good jpurpofes they^ 
ough^ they midht long ago. have learned, from the praftices ototber nadons, 
much fafer and better ways of making government bargains, than thofe chat 
^ Mfual * among us. Proposals fealed upt for a fecret decifion, render fuch 
Mbia^ms too liable to all kinds of frauds and parrialides. Nay, how many 

^ inft«)cas have there come to Hght cS adjoftments being made, in preference 
with thofe whofe terms were the moft difedvantageous to the puUic ? Jt was 
faid of two fchemes for a late fupply, tha^ the accepted one was to the^ai^unt 
oC an hundred asd feventy thouland pounds worie for the nadon, than tbac 
which was rejedtec ; and, during ttit late war, two remarkably ink]uitous con- 

« trafts in remittance bufinefles were dete&ed, and made notorious to the workk 
If, therefore, inftead of fecret propofals, all men were to make their oiert 
openly, and bid, before a board ot commiflioners, face to f9Ct for fuch eo- 

« j^ments, and the terms moft favourable for the puhU€ were ipvariably ae« 
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cpptedf updn the offerers giving fcotrity for the faithful performance of thcii' 
contrafts, the probity of minifters and officers would be freed from impiita- 
don, ^md even from alMafpicioos of|pale praftices whatever: and th^^- 
1^ would be greatly more latisfied, and probably much better ferved^fchan ac ^ 

greftnt. BefidcS) it would be ading more honourably and fairly by the whole , 
ody of the people, who,*as they all contribute to the public charge, have ai> 
equal right to partake in public advantages. « * ^ 

Many heart-grudgings and repinings, much envy and hatred, frequent^ ] 
grounds for clamour, and often-inunuated incitements to difafieAion, would tV^ 
th«cby beefiedtually removed. It would level the narrow boundaries of pari^i^^ 
and greatly contribute to general agreement : enlarge focial harmony, ftimi^te ' 
patriot affe^on, incite ferviceable application, and promote a good dilpomm 
in all, by the general indulgence of laudable hope. . ■ 

The antiquity of our cuiloms oi%ht not to reconcile us to their abu^s : nofi * 
are our government regulations to be confidered, as were the laws of the Medo^. 
and Perfians of old, fo facred as to be unalterable. All inftitutions are cor* 
rup^ by time and evil practices : from convidion of which Macbiavel pro- 
nounced, that gcvernmerUs cavMt kng exift^ without frequently mcurring to their 
frfifrincipUs. That the foundation of our conftitution was laid in candour, 
probity and eqviity, the very frame of it fufficicndy (hews. To pirf well and 
hmg weili fiqrs the excellent Mr. Trencfaard, toprote^ the innocent^ andpunijk 4 
&pfrfffors9 are the hiuges and ligaments of all governments^ the chief ends wby^ 
mm enur intofmeties. While, therefore, we are contented tg pay, tb»c is na 
itafon to be given, why we fliould tamely acquiefce in being plundered. * 

In all the leveral depredations and abufes I have mentioned and hinted at^ 
1 do not bfclieve it would be over eflimating the national prejudice in flippo- 
Sng we are fo defrauded of an annual million : which fum, in our circuni«» 
ftances, is become an objedfc to be greatly r^arded. And thofe who wookl^ ^^. 
qppofe a rcformatioa in tbefe things, can be no other iian enemies to 4lieiD 
COwtryi .apd merit being punifhed^ fuch. Why men who write, dealy ne-^ 
gdtiate, talk or vote for the Qoveniment, fhould not be held as fully rewarded 
with the fair pay of their offices, as thofe are, who (vSia bardflupB and wsaii'^ 
h^% wlyi fight for its ft^|x)rtf and often die in its defisnce^; no fatisfaOdry 
«eafon can .baaffigned : any more thai^ there can be, ;{dt not iearchingr i£oo§ 
Mid ^^ftf^^'JH^g fufpe&ed abu&i^ or die not xefonying of em>fs that «re Adfd^ 
mom. J k ^ ' • . , « I 

: Mr. limt^ , difcourfing of Uxrty and defpocifixi, confiders %tkt pmUn tS , 
VHitraAing public debts and fliortgaging national revenues, as pttgnan^j^tK 
aU the evik to free governments that can haffcen thctr ruin, particularly by tb^ 
engroffing of all property into the bands of power. And what aftrong motive^ 
l^ys he, if thisj to encreafe our frugality of pukkc monty\ lejiy /or the w^t of 
itf weh rednaod by the multiplicity of SaxeSy to curfe our free gonMrmnent^ ami 
wijb ourfehes in the fame ftate of fewitude with aU the nations that furrouni^m^ 
Such a&ually was the c^e in Denmark : the people there made a total' f#^ 
];eiider of dieir liberties, mcierly to get rid of the proteftors of thenn God « 
grant that in thcfe kingdoms we may never be reduced to a like miferlbk 
dilemma] ' 
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j A V I N G fhcwn, in my laflrpfaper in what articles 
of eipcnce we ought tp begin to make favinjgs,, in 
order to retrieve our national *circumftances^ the de- 
plorable condition of which is now evident to alt 
9MNH lihaW, in thii ^ay 's -jtodu^on, proceed^'to 
ppiijt out by what methods we ftiould alfo endeavour 
at an eliereaiji of our gain, as a co-operating means 
highly heceflary to be applied, for the redemption of our mortgaged' 
itthtiritance ; by the doing of which, we can only recover our national 
w^eight, vigour J difcipline a{id virtue, the cfferitijds of reputation, ilrength,,' 
ptqfcerity and happiriefs.^* ! ' - • . . - 

- Nothing has becn^morc evident to obferving minds than that, for 
near litlf a century paft, We have been without any great or regular 
fy(^fh of pdicy, foreign "or domeftic. * Our projefts haive been merely 
temporary,' our connexions ever Shifting, we have entered Into all; 
<|U0ntl9, been" parties in all treaties, guarantied' each Princie's dominions 
in'itfrf^ and' furthered occafionally the ambitious views of evfery neigh- 
bckmngPot^tatp: having negotiated for all, fou^t fof all, and paid' 
ifll; «Ai, like tl*e Knight- Erraat?, now ferved and now faved the^ 
mig^ df the worfdi without view of inteireft to ourfelvesj never 
feekin^, wijr ever receiving, i filngle favour from any one of them : but' 
have b^n continually bAlla^ncung power between all other ftates at the 
fbfe ^expeiice of our own: while among ouifelves, party has been tha, 
^ord, ahd tapine thfe aim of all. PrincijJfcs have been corrupted, 
m6rfii ^lebttucned, rdigion extin|lted*f Bewildered tA the labyrintns of 
-fttty-ind vicc^ we have drunk ofthe Circean cup of pleafure till our 
' VOL.1. • ^ L fenfcs 
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fcnfes became dozed to ;ftupefa<aion : greedy ItP ouf carjOufals, «id 
eager to enjc^ the prefent moment, ^c have bee^ heedlefe of cottife- 
quences, and inattentive to futurity. By f«lcb witchcraft on reafoji 
has faftion eftablifhed itfelf in fo ^reat authority, as to be able to dic- 
tate to the crown, fnd efFe<aually to controul the peoples Whilft \t% 
it« operations of rule, it has been fo weak> or fo Wicked, as to con- 
dudt the nation into fo perilous a fituafion, that we need but open our 

I an unequal war, friendlefs, helplefs, 

i. Such haveieen the bleffings for which 

former adminiftrations. Such the fruits 

Such the iffuc or their loans, gifts^ 

;, leagues and alliances abroad. And 

r briberies, corruptions, proftitutions, 

me! 

France, on the contrary, (our great r^yal and natural enemy) ha» ob* 

vioufly had a plan of jcomprehenfive views wifely marked out, and«as 

-fteadily purfued. The cncreafe of her dominions, the expanfioa of 

her commerce, and, in confequence thereof, her univerfal influence in 

the great affairs of the world, have been jtier conftant and becowfiig 

objedls of defirej which Ihe has already obtained almoft to the extent 

of her wiflics: two points only, reinjwning for her to carry, the acqui- 

fition of the Auftrian Netherlarfds and one of our maritime province* 

in North America, to enable her to give laws to all Europe. 

She has long enough clearly feen that wealth, beipg the great ftiew 
of war, muft be the foundation of folid national pow€%^4 that pub- 
lic riches cjtn have no fqre and regulay fource but in /oreigrT commerce 
Convinced of which, ihe has feduloully applied her wifdom^o' remove 
natural impediments, and furmount many docilities for the effe<ftual 
cftablifliing and fupporting of it. This (he has accompliflied with arduous 
labours and numberlefs refined regulations. Navigable rivers have been 
extended, and convenient canals cut through many of her provinces* 
She has eftabliflied an able council of trade, and erected cour^ of 
canfuls for the cheap, fpeedy and candid decifion of all mercantile 4if- 
putes: has appointed faithful infjpe<aors of im()orted manufa^ures, 
fctded a regular and univerfal correfpondence for intelligence of the 
Hate of all commerce : has made wife laws to prevent frauds and abpfes, 
particularly with regard to Bankrupts and Infurances : is careful in the 
choice of her colony governors, and in the appointing of her civil 
oflicers abroad. She afliduoufly cultivates friendfhip with the barba- 
rous nations of North America; and xnakes ufe of the moft fwcible 
cements to bind them to her intereft; fuch as encouraging ipternaar- 
riages of her fubjeds with them, and by employing numerous miffio-^ 
naries for their converfion to chriftianity. 

By fuch means have they improved their European commerce on 
the ruins of oursj which has declined from a want of all neceffary 
fuperintendcncc. And by fuch methods have they ftrcngtheoed thpm- 

ielvcs 
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'lives in fheir barren an J ill-peopled f>rovinces of North Alherica, fo 
ts to be an over-nAtch for Dur populous tnd fruitful col<jnics on that 
continent. All of which is owing to our marilfeft want of wifdomi 
application ©r honcfty, with our enormous and injudicious taxations** 

^ If we ate follicitous to retrieve our affairs^ we muft reform our prac-* 
tices in many points ; we muft corre6t abufes, prevent frauds, cafe trade 
of its too oppreffive burthens, infufe a fpirit of patriotifm among our 
officers abroad, and put it under an adjvtii Vii£o and able dire<aion ae 
home. 

The foundation work muft be our extending the weight and cogni-* 
7ance of the board of trade, which, from the importance of its con- 
cerns, fhould be fubordinatc to no office of the kingdom. The firft 
Lord (hould have the rank, rights and tMrivileges of fecretary of ftate : 
he fhould make his reports iamiediately to, and receive inftru£tions 

jjiredly from, the King and council : he fhould recommend and cor- 
fefpond with all governors o£ colonies and confuls of fadories ; and his 
department of bufinefs fhould be feparated from all others. Among the 
inferior commiffioners, fome merchants of eminence fhould have feats; 

' wh6 ought by no means to be either governors or direftors of any of 
our great companies, that they may be quite uninfluenced in the inte-^ 
irefting concerns of the nation. Among them, likewife, an able law- 

• ycr or civilian ought to have place 5 nay, it may even be proper to have 
one of each of thofe learned profeffions at that board : they ought to 
have jurifdiiflion given them over our domeflic as well as foreign trade, 
With a right of interfering with monopolies. 

. Nor do I ice any rcafon why commeree fhould not be as efieAualty 
dir<!^barraii|6d in this country, as it is in France, of the tedious and ex-^ 
penfive procefles of common Ijiw; and be refcued from the too perplexing 
and too-frequently ignorant decifions thereof^ Trade oWns no laws, nor 
can do, but thofe of cuftom and honour 5 and the ableft practitioners an^ 
the beft judges of every thing relating to it. A merchant who hears 
the harangues in our ordinary courts on points of trade, can hardly re^ 
frain from laughter at the perplexing ignorance they difcover; or avoid 
defpifirig the cavilsi chicaneries and fubterfuges of their conceptions, 
diftinCtions, authorities and prad;ice. Beiides, in moft intricate cifes, 
the decifions are left to fpecial juries of mei*chant8 at laft; who hold 
themf^ves bound in confcienoe to determine fuch matter^ from their ' 
oWp experimental knowledge, almoft without ariy regard fhewn for the 
opbions of tlie court. Great, undoubtedly, would be the advantages 
to a trading nation, to have all mercantile difputes fettled immediately 
by, merchants, legally appointed for that purpofe : which is generally 
done in France in an hour's time, and commonly upon the firft arifing 
of the doubt : but as there is a power of appealing from the firft judg-' 
ment iii that kingdom, (though it is rarely done) fb ought there to be 
.4^.. in this s and that appeal might be limited M the board of trade, whofe^ 

award fhould be definitive ; and before which nope fhould be admitted 
tP tilcad, but a fettled number of merchants in behalf of each party. 

The 
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. TheiaifKiStorsof *xp0rtcdnM^ France give great repata* 

|k>n to their ^nvi^od)ti«« ; mi due care Ib takes that the daty is faitk*^ 
fuUy dii!charge4 by (hefn. Among us fuch are becon^ highly necefTary^ 
from the m^y fraudfi that are crept into pra^ca here, in irarious aduU 
Uratk>p&9 fM^ d^^tfttl mdxhu and mea£uremeots. The general qualities 
of goods ^here ii^n^ oec^flity ibould be regarded, as they ought to be 
made £nf r pr coarier, belief ok worfe^ a^ dificreAt marketi or dealers 
paay requiri; vbp( carie ih(M^4f>4 t^ctii that every piece fhojdd thtooghoot 
be alike, and of an equal width ; and the meafurement jufl to what tt 
is eftini&tcd ^$ or mdrked upon jthe feal i $od all fhoold'havea flafnp 
of autbori^j wi^ the infi^f <^prs name ttpop it that;^ he may he made ana 
fwer^iH^'for ^ abufits, jThefe officecs ought to ad under the direAion 
^ thf \ftQar4of <f»de, apd their pay might jariiit from a fmali chargd 
upon t)M g9o4$ : 90d (hey ihQukl be made highly puoiiShable for any car^ 
rup^on VI offi^e^ apy attempt of impofitipo^ or for any breach or negt 
Uh of duty. A good cfguktion d' this kind would be of infinite fer4 
vice, ^ ih^ principal doaUri in our exported commodities now re£(d& 
a%rp9|ds who» a^ th^ vm^ftfyiUpwt the good&itb of thofe thattrah&A 
bi^neft &x fheoi^j pre; (oq often £pverely iaipofed upan^ from thcogyff'' 
want of b^aicifly at prefcot aiowigft us.: > . : /^r > 

^ Th^re is ^ l^w ia Frapc« with reg^d to banktupti, well worthy of 
<^ adoptioa : whicJ^Ah thafi wh/m a merchant M\%y though on a ikti^ao-^, # 
tory lurr^nder of hke0eii9 he is freed by law, yet lie ii not reftored 0e> 
the bonours pf bi^ prs^eifim: u6og txnmfi^^ by fadng prohibited la 
walk upon the exchange^ tiil be basr vMe good all de&:iences to hisT 
creditors. This 0iould t^e the cafe here : and fomething fimilar thought 
of With regard to trad^iri^; for honour in mod afiairi ciuibe made tcy 
operate y^ £l!r9ttgly* Other relations ^might bo added in this cafe^ 
as w^l OS Hh ^i^ Qjf ^mnjm debtors : likewise with regard to inftl-- 
i^nnceS) and many other ivttorefling fmkuhn, that, upon good, infer*-' 
matian$> ipigbt be wife^ dig^^d 1^ an fible and a^uous board of 
trade: and ow's AkhiU hav* m mcncaie of weight and cognizance given 
^ it fwfuQb good putpofi^ 

The Frewb council of cocnlraefcc regularly receives mformationfi of 
every ^ingtbftt pa0e6x reb^g to the trade of all other nations as well 
as their own> i&t)m every port in which they hai^e confuls reiide: and 
the fa?^ if transmitted lothem from all their ports at home, as well a& 
from l^ifir i^yer^ cqIqiucs.: by which means they are mafters of |fae> 
iirh<4efy<l8i»Qf5:oma)arce,: they iee ckaxiy its vanousdbaiiQMk, con--> 
ned:ions^ inteitefisj p:s^teot^ operations andeffeds;. and are li^rdby^n^ 
^ted ^di^qter aU opportuoicies and openings forthe proitfotingof nft^ 
tional ady4Pt9|;ie9 s and readily to perceive by what methods iuch un-^ 
dertakiogiiar0t9b^pro£e€iMed with the fureftpro^cft This^ 

1%^ Tm&fivlf regulation I which gives tbeoi irkfimte advantages over fuch' 
na^idof ^a ours^ wibo dtal in the dark, or follow fhort^fighted views : and* 

' .. ^.:- --^^-^ .-.- a|ii«? 
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. But what gcbd efFedls might noran able*and honeft board erf trade 
produce to this nation, from having the jvhole field of commerce fairly 
laid open to their view? They might be enabled therefropi,. vvith fure 
wifdom, to relieve or load particular branches of exports and imports j 
tnight fafely determine where bounties (hould be granted or encreafed ; 
where Icflened j or wholly taken off. By fuch meafurts the true intercfts 
of tbenation Woiildbe well known and purfued; her general dealings 
fyftematically regulated; and the ftate of her trading and political cir-^. 
eumilances made fcientifically certam - This would effe<ftual ly enlighten 
the gretft councils of the nation: enable them with eafe and precifion to 
deterddinemdny important points that come before them : to fee in 2t 
clear light the' great interefts of the community; and tojudgeuportfure 
ptinci|)les 6f the condud of govcrng:ient adminiftrators. * ; "* * 

Not- ought I to negled: remarking what good efFcds a correTfjWic^'ji 
•with our own pc«-ts and.thofe of Ireland might produce. If thetpppfc- 
tors I have mentioned were regularly to furnifti a board of trade witttall 
niecefiary intelligence, every drooping branch of commerce; might by 
OMtly applicartions be invigorated; or a new one by proper attention be 
eftabli/hea in it^ place; They might be alfo made an efFeftual check to 
file ^rnicious pradice of fmugling ; by being obliged to*receive and 
procure, within their regulated diltrids, all informations of perfons and 
praAides therein, and conftantly tranfmit them to the board. In which 
duty, if they were either negligent or corrupt, it need hot be long a 
fecttt to their fuperiors, who mould immediately puni/h them accor- 
6k^ to tbeii* deferts. The evil^ done, to thefe kingdoms by fmuglcrs. 
art beyorid ordinary comprchcAfion} partictrlarly in their dealings with 
France^ The lofs to the revenue occafioned by them, is the leaft article to 
bi^iharged to their account : foiithey carry conrniodities away the moil: 
preciofls to us, and moft ufeful t6 that kingdom: and bring back fuch 
fl|is are the moft advantageous for them to part with, and the moft per-^ 
iiick)U8 for us to receive. Therefore they defervc no piercy from their 
Coufttryj and thofe arc national parricides, who either encourage or pro- 
tt^theih. ' 

Ftehch governors and officers abroad aft with more integrity andpa- 
tridt zeal than ours, becaufe their rewards are made to depend upon a 
manifcifetion of their fcrviccs : whereas thofe of ours generally arife 
from Uie abufes of their trufts. Governors ^ould always be men of 
property, family, and moral charadlen who would ferve more for ho- 
aourary than liicrative rewards : and donfuls fliould be invariably chofen 
^o9fl among thfe moft experienced merchants of the faftories they arc 
to rc^e in, as from fuch only able fcrvices are to be expeded. While 
d^^ptofperity of a colony or pro^teftion of a faftory are made fubfer- 
^etrt td^the intercft or accommodation of minifterial tools and dependents, 
the gteat trufts of the crown and public are abufed; and the important 
inteiefts of the nation either negleftcd or betrayed. 
' -The friendftiipof the barbarous nations of north America fhould be 
cultivated with all poflible care and aftiduity, as well in our exercife of 
kindnefs as juftice towards them. The fuppUes ftipulated ought to be 

as 
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as faithfully a^ pundua^y Tufnifl)^: and every emtezlerx^t.^hercof, 

gr any kind of impofition on them, fhould be immediately and rigou* 

roufly pilnifhed. We (llould incorporate with them as much as pof- 

fible, and ferioufly labour in their converfiofi to chriftianity. . If the 

crown, with all its numerous prefentations to ecclefiaftic benefices, haS; 

liot wherewithal! to reward the good works of a fufficient number of 

miflionaries, furely provincial emoluments might be contrived. And! 

fubmit to the confideration of my good Lords theBifhops and our two. 

honourable Houfes of Parliament, if farther affiftance cannot be fur-, 

niflied out of tbe great dormant fund for the augmentation of poor 

livinj^s, for fo pious and national a purpofe: as fuch an application of 

vould be fo agreeable to the generous end ©f that chari- 

n. The digefting of plans for all which valuable fcr- 

l as the infpedlion of the worthy execution of them,* 

)roperiety belong to an eflfcdtually-opperating bdard of * 

itations. 

ined myfelf, in thefe obfervations, moftly.to generajheadj, 
and touching an eftablifliment that muft be the foundation of our 
future improvements. Let but that meafure take place, and bufinefs 
onough will immediately offer tp exercife all the attention and talent?, 
fuch a dircdion can be maftcrs of. When all is performed that I haver; 
hinted ^t, farther profpeds for the advancement of our national ki^r 
refts will open before them. In arts there are many difcoveries.'irt^.im-, 
provements yci to be made; and commerce has fcope enough xcmain-. 
ing for almoft an infinity of extention^^ I could name even regic*^. ua-* 
knpwn to US' by traffic or acquaintance; where great matters jni^rtbei 
4QniB, if they were wifely undertaken. But there fhould be a 1^^^ (o 
contrive before limbs are let to a£t; oi||heir operations will be buiigU|g 
and inutile;. We muft (hew wifdom enough to prcferve pur old p^^i^ ' 
lions and advantages, before we bufy ourfelyes in the acquifition of&ihcrs^ 
. The noble Lord, who has long and worthily prefided at the kofffd: <A 
trade, is one of the very few trul^ refpeftable perfonages of the age: 
and perhaps is the only man living among us, who has for a number, of 
yqars held a poft of importance without reproach. The public js well 
f^tisfied of his integrity; honouringhim no lefs for his great abilities, than 
fpr his. eminen|in^irtues. His demonftratcd zeal for rendering his ;efln* 
ploymetit, truly ferviceable to his country ; has endeared him to it>an4 he 
is allowed to be the fitteft perfon in the kingdojcn for conduding its 
opa-ations to the extent they ought to reach. He is i&id to bjc difguftcd ;. 
and all good men are grieved thereat: as the fituation of .pur affaifs now 
niakcs thelofs of a good head and a good heart to beibrrowfuUy lame^nt^C 
The nation, ther.etbre, is ihterefted in the weight qf.his councils; and 
it is at leaft hoped that.no patriot minifter will be difcovered to have 
contributed to our lofing of them: or will be found to oppofe his re-cf- 
tablifhment in that office, -vipith all the additional powers that I jj^ave 
gideavoured to prove requi|itefor making it eflfciSlually ferviceable to 
their country. 
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Patriot-Proclaimer. 



[ The firft care which ^wife governors will always take, is, to prevent 
their fubjefts from wanting. Trenchard. 

|H E great hardfhips whjch the poor have fufFered for 
J thefe twelve months paft, from the exceflive prices of 
I bread, have been truly lamentable; and their afflic-^ 
tions not a little aggravated from fufpicions, too well 
grounded, that the want they have fo feverely felt was 
I not natural but afttficiatTTitf rfaafttfem thc iHflkft i ^ 
the nation by heaven, but the work only of felfifli 
and avaricious men: who formed cruel and dangerous 
combinations for the acquifition of immenfe wealth to themfelves by 
oppreffing a whole people ; to the enfeebling and fcandal^eing of gd- 
vcrnment, the difgracing of religion and juftice, tnd the endangering 
of national trade and welfare: dailydiftreffing millions of innocent and 
meful fubjedls, till fuch nxifery was fpread through three populous king- 
doms, as made many perifli from want, and urged others, through def- 
ficration, to the violation of the peace and lawiof the community; even 
tqrfive forftiting of their own lives, and the imminent endangering of 
Ju^cfafSfcy. 

. 3Che extortions, that were but fufpcfted laft .year, have been proved to 
' ^ecionftration by proceedings. iattds: wherein, after an unufual plen- 
tiful, barvefl, the prices of grain have }o^py4^d yet are, fupported far 
abavewhat ihe greateft fcarcity need fuffer -t^t^to be at. Which makes 
ijt hij^ly necpfl^rj{ for the wif^om of ^ t^Je legiflature to apply fuch effec- 
tual ccmedies.Att^the cure of fo dangcrwis-an evil, as may not only give 
* /idl' f^fef for llic^prefcnt, but even prevjjiii a future return of it, to fo 
i^\0ji ckgreea as we long have-experienced, and iUll continue to do. 
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A gireat deal ha? been already writteir^ and much more faid, onra^ubi- 
jeft that is fo interefting Jo all njen.^; Y^ in ^my humble opinion, no 
Ichena^has been yet fuggefted that is fike to accomplifli the falutary ends 
prgj^e3<tfrom public regulations therein. I am therefore emboldened 
by a findfere defiite of ferving my country, to begin this day, oa terhieh 
the great councils of the nation afljyMfele,* to difcufs more thoroughly 
• than has yet been done, a point of fuch infinite importance to the public: 
to which good purpofe I dedicate this amd rrty foflowing paper. 

There hsR been a great outcry for theenfofcingafld esteeming of penal 
kfcws on th\» oeeafion: remedies that I conceive to be extrenFiely daftge-- 
ty is a dditatc thing » itrtef meddle with : a:s*a man's 
noft eflcntial artld&of fecial fecurity and happinefs. 
g o( penal laws in all fuch cafes, experience ^ws^ 
great abttfe^j t!he c6r/tiptiofts of rfiagiftracy being 
c)ng us, fhat Taws" are feldom found to reffrain tTTcSe 
who can buy a protedion for violating them; while to fuch as cannot^ 
they are often made inftruments of intolerable oppreflion. This is 
dfdily fc^rt innlinibci^lefs inffantes. And in the Matter under confidera- 
tion I ani pirftiadled they would open moire doors to partiality, crt^rbarrafs- 
mcGt and grievance to innocent people, hhan they could poflibly ftiut 
againft real leaches and hsftpfes to the prtiblic: im, m the iflue, be fot 
ht ftotti pi'etenfing fniquitoute combinaI(?ohs for ttioriopolies, that they 
t^rbuTd 6veri tehtribuii ib tJic ettCreafing of (hem* ^ 

No arguments are requifitfeto prove, that not only file peace, but, alfo^ 
fie pfOifpcfPty of 2t nation depferrds on the poor's bein^ cheaply furni^ed 
iutSi .brjtatd. In coftipatJfofn tfrith t^hich, every ofhfer article that theyt 
confiiinc h to a degree luxurious/ Bredd k with propriety ftii|ithe ftaflf 
6f life) it beirr^ the chief, tndft efffential^ and foundation fupportof it. 
Novf the chcafpnefs of any conifeodity, reafon, as x^-ell as experifence^ t^ill 
tell us mufttxaturally depehd on the abunfdance that there is of it. Jfn 
aljandahce 6f a natural produfl can only be fecured by the encouragemttit 
that fs given to the cultivation of it: and fuch encouragement can in no 
Other particulars be equal to thofe of freedom in dealings, and the fati- 
ohal appearance of its findihg eTcpence: points that demand a ferious and 
^rtVious confidetation to 111 others in the prefent enquiry. 

As plenfty can only arife from a fuper-aburidance of corn among ti§,- 
the growth of that fuper-^abundance muft depend upon an apparent ^8- 
giilkr drain for the furplu's of it, and the facility of expence thci-elby. 
This drain of an oierftock of corn can be no other than that of exporta- 
tion to forti^ti countries, which can only be kept opcii by an accoriio- 
dation rf price: for no neighbouring nation will buy ouf grain but at 
proportionable rates to thofe of othet countries that ciflr'fupply them 
there^vfth. Atid therefore, for the fehcoutagfement aliJ|8tiflF agriculture 
and navigatioh, a large bounty is granted by us on cxporrcd corn: which 
being ill iihdcrftood bjr many, has been too f requentl jpfrtated as an im- 
pblitic burthen ncedleflly, nay ddfttt*^ively, laid on the community; 
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But the motives were obvioufly wife that inl^peiiced the kgiflaturc td 
the eftabliftimcnt of that bounty. The firft and grcateft of which was 
to fccure plenty to the nation by theencreafe of our agriculture: thb fecond, 
to fccure a fale abroad of as nmeh corn as we could fparej the prodVicc 
of which is returned to us in bullion^ and the third, the enriching and 
ftrengthening of the kingdony, by an encreafe and empk^ment of mercan- 
tile navigation, the bounty being onlyallowed on what is tranfportcd iil 
cur own (hipping j io thit no -other than our oWrt is ever ufcd for that 
ipurpofe. 

Was the bounty to be taken ofF^ our com lands muft fall near a fourth 
part in their valuer or the confumption would become very limited 
and precarious: confcquently much lefs money wouW be brought into 
the kingdom, and much lefs of our (hipping find employ. Farmers 
taiight then be neceffitated to tutli then* lands to other ufes; or a great 
taiany waftes, that have of late years been ploughed up, would probably 
be titfned into commons again. 

But ignorant and prefumptuous declaimeps are ever irritating lindi^ 
ftingui(hing minds by induftrioufly infpiring them with a belief that 
We injarc arts aiid induftry at home by fupplying pur nei^bours and 
rivals with bread on cheaper terms, by means of the bounty granted 
on, exported corn, than our poor can have it^ at home. Which is i 
falfehood in fadj that might be difcovercd bytIieleaft*n<jtiiryorcort-. 
fideration thereon. For it is certain that half ef the bounty is always 
expended in the (hipping charges here: to which if freight be added, 
the charges in the country Jf is exported to, the profffof the merchant^ 
andSf other fubordinate dealers, I fay, if sdl thiele are brought into the 
eftifeate, it muft appear that foreigners eat our corn confiderably dearet 
than we do ourftlves. Indeed, from a gtut, it ibmctimes fells abroad 
to gteat lofs: yet even then> it fetches its value in proportion to that of 
other nations; and we difpofc of a commodity ufelefs to ourfelves iA 
exchange for their money who take it of us. But how wide a dijflFe-. 
rence in the cafe is there made, by its' being fold, as it very often is, 
\vith an extraordinary great gain to the immediate exporters of it from 
Ibehcfe. Suth a plea, therefore, can merit no regard but from conviAkm 
that Ais nation is the only one from which the fuppHes of corn could 
be driwrt, 'that other countries may generally or occafionally require. 
Which is fo far from being the cafe, that if Englan({ did not produce 
a (ingle grain, there need not, nor would, be a want of it at any of 
the markets of Europe : nor in thefe kingdoms, fo long as we could 
-find money to pay for it to the nations who could, and readily would^ 
furni(h-us with ati abundant fupply thereof. 

To be convinced of this truth, we need only take a furvey of the 
ftate of the com trade around us. But moft men b^ng not qualified 
for fo doing, of not having the informations readily in their power for 
^at purpofe, I (hall here give the pubHcfuch as they may rely upon, 
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and which they will fin^cdnfirmed by any merchant who is pradticed 
in the bufinefs I am treating of. 

The countries that may be deemed conftant exporters of grain are 
Tolandy England^ Sicily, fome of the AzoreSy or weftern iflands, New 
Torky .Pbiladelpbiuy Virginia and Maryland. Thofe that occafionally 
export it, are the feveral provinces of xht Levant y Naples znA Sardinia. 
Others that do it lefs frequently, are Barbaryy Spain and France : the 
latter fometimes to a prodigious extent. The countries that want a 
continual fupply, more or lefs, are fome of the hanfe ttwm oi Germany ^ 
Hifllandy Irelandy Fortugaly the ifland of Madeiray the fouthern pro- 
vinces of France, fome of the ports of Italy, particularly Genoa, Lez- 
born and Venicey and the ifland of Malta. Thofc that occafionally 
want it^ are France y Spain and Barbary. I fpeak not of the Wefi In-- 
dies and Ameriian ijlandsy which always receive very large fupplies in 
flour from various parts, but particularly from North America-, as 
South America does from many places in Europe. For other parts of 
the world, they come not within the fcope of our prefent enquiries. 

From fo flight a review as I have taken, it appears evident that there 
can rarely happen a long want of grain in any nation of Europe. And 
if a farther regular'demand than there already is was like to be occa- 
iioned, there could be immediately an encreafe of growth in moft of 
the countrfcs that are at prefent the furnifliers of fupplies therein. 5/- 
cily and Naples have frequently the produce of many harvefts in ftore ; 
which they have the art of preferving with great fecurity in caverns 
under ground. Poland is almofl; intxhjteftible in its exports r fo ]$■ 
North America*,^ and fo in general are mtany of the T^urhjh provinces ^ , 
as late experience has convinced us.- In the year 1753,, the crops in 
§pain almoft entirely failed, and in Portugal to a very great degree: yet 
were the^r fupplies fo very abundant, that in the former kingdom our 
corn could find no confumption at any price j and in the latter very 
Jittle. Gra^i was for the whole year exceeding cheap among the Spa-^ 
jiiards, who even became fo very wanton in the indulgence of appe- 
tite, as not to choofe purchafing any but what came from the giflf of 
Volo J infomuch that numbers of cargos, particularly of Englifli 
wheat, periflied in their ports for want of buyers. So far ought we to 
be from thinking to make our own terms for corn abroad, that it ra-- 
ther behoves us to be careful, by the accommodation of price, to keep 
the markets open for its reception in foreign countries, that it may not 
grow into difufe, and thereby the trade be entirely loft to us. 

From an examination of the ftate of agriculture^,and plenty in the 
kingdoms of England and Ireland only, we may be eaabled to judge of 
the good efifcdts of a bounty on corn in this nation : wejiaving generally 
an abundance, particularly of wheat; they, commonly, a confiderable 
want of it. Had the Irifli a bounty eftabliflied, as we have, there is 
little room to doubt that they would be as much exporters thereof as V 

they are now importers of it. Barley they do occafionally fend Abroad, '^ 
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and fom^dmes in very confidetable qaantities; And ihould bur 
bounty on exported wheat be taken off, there are good grounds 
to apprehend that we ftiould foon become neceflhated to have a 
regular fupply of it from abroad : which would eflentially afFc6i 
our national balance of trade, leiTen the emplo3rment of our hiif- 
andmen, afFet^t other induflry, by a contradion of our navigation^ 
and fo weaken our naval power as even to put our very Mety to 
hazard. 

With regard to other regulations, it (hould be bt>ierVe(i, tba^ 
the farmer is expedted pundtually to pay his rei)t ; he muft buy hi^ 
feed and live (lock, as well as regularly fupport his labourers^ 
with ready money : and therefore cannot occupy his lands in the 
growth of com, unlefs he has the profped of a current iale fqr it. 
Nor fhould he, in juilice, be lefs an abfolute mailer of kis qopvt 
modity than any other man in the kingdom : a^ every othei; 
m&n in the kingdom has a right to demand as much as hef pleaii^ 
for what he has to fell. Nor ought he to be at all circumfcrib^ 
in the manner of felling it ; as I ought not to omit ^fsvying 
here, that our market laws were made when we were no^expor-- 
ters of grain j and fince we have been, the nature of our dealings 
has of courfe, with good reafon, altered > and, from n€ceflity,> ^ 
jnufl continue in the new pradtice. For if to fecure plenty» as 
;well as profit, exportation is to be encouraged, the bu^nefs of 
intermediate dealers thereby becomes abfolutely neceiTary. The 
operations of the merchant are extenfive, and their executicu) 
muft be immediate; the very orders of his correfpoAdents^iixger 
neral, requirii^g them to be fo, if he adts upon conimiflion^ and 
.if he is the adventurer himfelf, his own faibty does the fame ; as 
the eiTential difF^ence between great profit or heavy lofs frequently 
depends^ in corq, on the cargos getting early or not to market* 
He therefore cannot delay his undertakings for the ctolledtirig of 
fmall parcels together, nor does^ the nature of his bufinefs admit 

gences. Intermediate dealers it is 
> apply to J with whom he may at 
ts to any extent. To fuch dealers 
making profits by their bufinefs, or 
I up the employment. Nor indeed 
in corn lefs neceffary 
wers of grain cannot 
:onfumer% to take fuc 
fometimes may make 
)ofal of. Away then 
Fore(lallerS|^ regraters 
^ /air denomination 
dealers, and be (ke^d^ «s th^ are, an ufeful ai 
people * . • ■ . 
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FroOi thcfe previous confideralJons, I have endeavoured to evince 
the ueceffity as well as juftice of the freedom of dealings in corn: 
have fhewn that plenty at home muft depend on our growing alfo 
for exportation; and that exportation depends on the confervation , ., 
of the bounty. I have taken the liberty likcwife to difapprove of V 
the pailing of any new penal laws with regard to the faleof corn, 
from the probability of their inefFedtuality, and their liablenefs to 
abufe : being of opinion we fliould take great care that in preventirt^ 
occafional e^s we do not create lafting onesj or that by removing 
of impofitions we do not eftablifti oppreflions. The cafe undeft 
confideration is no lefs delicate than confequential to the public :\ 
therefore rafli or ignorant applications may produce fatal efFcds. \ 

That there have been great impofitions in corn dealings of late \ 
is undeniable : but that they are to be all attributed to any one or- 
der of men 1 «an difcover no reafonable grounds for fuppofing, I 
rather believe many caufes as well as profefiions have contributed 
to the evil, which probably had its foundation in accident, and -its 
Irnprovement from combined craft. As to the meafurc of con- 
science in the point of gain, I am forry I have too good grounds 
fcr faying, with many others, that no one order in the nation ap- 
pears to have a right violently to accufe another thereon.^ There 
mav be, and I believe are, honeft and moderate men in all pro- 
femons : but IHU the general tendency is fo much to Rapine, <hat 
perhaps it may with more propriety be faid of the Englifli thai\ 
of any other people upon earth, tbey are cannibals in interejl^ and 
the d^murers of one another. 

Having premifed thus much, I {hall, in my next paper, point 
out an eafy, fafe and juft method not only for immediately remov- 
ing the great evil at prefent under confideration, tiit alfo for effec- 
tually fM-eventingitseverarifingto a pitch fo enormous hereafter. 
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-When men begin tb be wicked, we cannot tell where that wickedr 
nefs will end; we have reafon to fear the worft and provide againfl: 
it. Such is the proviiion made by laws : they are checks upon the 
unruly and partial appetites of men, and intended for terror and 
protedion, — To fettle therefore a thorough impartiality in the lawsi 
both as to their end and execution, is a tafk worthy of humaa 
wifdom, as it would be the caufe and flandard of civil felicity. 

Gordon, 



v- 




[Rt) M the general vie w^ taken of the corn trade in 

my laft paper, this conclufion may certainly bo 

drawn, thai when we have plenty at home^ without any 

conjiderable demand for exportation^ it cannot be long 

^ fupporied at dear rates^ as the monopoly will be too heavy 

\ for any conjunSlive capitals in the kingdom tofu/lain. 

Yet may it be urged that fuch is the cafe at pre* 

fent. 1 allow it fo: but infift that from the nature of 

things it is impoflible long to connnue, even fliould no powerful temedy 

be applied : which I however hope, and have to propofe, may be done. 

The wealth acquired by dealers in that commodilfi from their ex- 
tortiohs of late, feems tb have fo infatuated their minds, that no lefsi 
than the accumulation of all the proptrty in the nation appears capable 
of fatiatihg their greedinefs for gain. Their phrenzy is of a South-Sea 
nature, and will probably end, as that did, in their own ruin. Should 
they dcfervingly fall the vidims of theii^rafti purfuits and rapacious 
delircs, they will not merit, nor can they hope to meet, compaffion 
from the injured beholders of their overthrow: for their machinations 
at prafcnt have fo mifch lurpftude in them as to excite general indig- 
nation, and warrant all tne legal fevcrity of public refentment. 

The great profits made by fubftantial farmers in the twelve months 

tiaft by the cxceflive prices that corn bore, has put ready money enough 
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into their pockets to prevent their being neceflitated fpcedily to part 
with the produce of the laft harvcfl^ in order either to pay their rents, 
or fupply the expence of tillage for the coming year : nay, many of 
thofc who were wealthy before, have fo greatly enhanced their capitals^ 
as toube enabled to join with jother cngroffers, who alike benefited 
by the fcarcity they all contributed to make, to purchafe the quantities 
poorer growers might be obliged to part with, and thereby eftablifh the 
monopoly that is at prefent'fo grievous. But as the power of difburfe- 
ments muft h-ve limit, quantities will fa accumulate on their hand! 
as,-4n'the end, to make the very weight of their engagements weigh 
the commodity down, and they themfelves thereby be caught in their 
own fnare. This efFeft another plentiful crop> at leaft, would natu- 
rally produce : but as the public might greatly fuffer from the flbtr > 
operations of time only, the applications of fwifter-working art are 
made ngf eflary immediately to counter-work their contrivancSS, and 
facilitate the cure of the evil they have created. 

That our wheat is rarely, if ever, . fafely exportable at above thirty 
fhilHngs a quarter. Bear-key price, all merchants muft declare wha 
have any knowledge of the bufinefs. The rumour therefore that has 
been fprcad of late, of draughts of it from us for France^ can be no other 
than the dreams of ignorance or the falfehoods of fadtion. For if that 
kingdom really was in want, which does not appear to be the cafc^: 
file might have fecured from the Baltic^. \vk neutral bottoms, any quan- 
tity ihe wanted at little more than half the price flie muft be forced 
to pay for it to us. From exportation, then, we can have no grounds to» 
dread a diminution of our ftock : and furely our diftilleries cannqt be {<c^ 
immenfly increafed within a couple of years aato leave us, by their con^t* 
fumption, in want of bread-corn from a plentiful harveft : of which,, 
before that time, the kingdom was reckoned in one very good crop to 
produce enough for our own fupply for two,, if not three years. 

Oft convidion then, that our wheat is not naturally exportable at 
more than thirty (hillings a quarter, and alfo that the profperity of our 
ufeful arts and manufaftures requires thA it fhould never be at forty,. 
I truft every wife man will agree v^h me, that we fhould limit our 
bounty bn exportation of it to the market price of thirty-five ihillings 
per quarter, infll|d of forty, to which it is at prefent extended. This 
will effedually f^ the exportation at a higher price: and when the 
draught ceafes for abroad, if it cj)ntinues to rife, it muft be from one of 
thefe two caufes, namely, an actual want; or a combination of the 
growers or engroffers of it, for oppreffive and extortionate profit: to pre- 
vent the ill eiFe<5ts, in either cafe, of which, the only wife, fpeedy and* 
adequate remedy is immediate importation. 

I therefore humbly propofe, that no bounty^ in future^ be granted om 
'wheat at above thirty-fve Jhillings per quarter ^ market price and Bear-key. 
meafure : and that when itjhall rife to the rate oj^forty-jhillings or upwards 
per quarter in that market y and Jo continue for three fuccejjive market days^ 
^t a difcretional power be lodged in the crown for then openings by prccla^, 
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motion^ thefiveral ports of the Ringdom^ for the recebtion of foreign corn 
free of duty, for thefpace (ffx months^ to be renewable in the fame manner 
nt the expiration of that time, if found necejfary^ with the entire conferva-^ 
tion of the aSi &f navigation, if the nation be in a ftate of peace: but if en^ 
gaged in war, then with a fufpenfion rf the reJlriShve claufes in thaflaw 
^ith'refpeSl to Jhipping-, by allowing its free importation in alt neutral 
bottoms whatever. This general law paft, and immediately carried intd 
execution, will not only produce the dcfired efFedl for the prefent, but 
^uft alfo infallibly intimidate all fchemers from attempting to opprefs 
the public by unreafonable exactions hereafter. 

However, as the diftrefs at this time is fo great as to require the furety 
of operation for fpeedy relief; if farther means for that purpofe fhould 
be judged requifite, a bounty may be granted on imported corn for a limited 
time, which cannot fail of accomplifhing the defired end. . But this 
indulgence need only be for the prefent occafion ; on which, from hi- 
therto ineiFedtual applications, the evil has been fo laftingly great : iil 
future, it is not like foon to grow to fuch a pitch as to make the dele- 
gation of power for fuch a remedy neceffary, before the parliament can 
be aflcmbled for granting it. 

Of thefe regulations no parties or perfons have the leaft reafonablc 
grounds to complain: as by them no man's perfon, property or deal- 
ings are any way endangered^ affeded or embarrafled. They difcourage 
lK>t agriculture, nor reftrain liberty; being calculated to ferVe no other 
purpofe than that truly good one, of faving the many from the oppref- 
fions of the fe\V. Nor, after the renwval of the calamity we at pre- 
fent fo feverely feel, is the preventive I'emedy propofed like to prove 
any other than a law in terrorem ; as the very exiftence of it will pro- 
bably render its execution unneceflary. 

I apprehend no farther proceeding will be found requifite in the mat* 
ler before us» except with regard to millers : who may, and not un- 
reafonably, be made to give ccnfumers the preference in grinding to 
dealers, even although themfelves : and rates fettled for the payment of 
them in money would be much better than their ufual toll by dedudioa 
of flour : a practice that ought to have expired with the caufe of its 
tftablifhn^ent : which was the want of a fufficient quantity of coin for 
the pay of labour as well as commodities formerly in the nation. 

The truft neceilary to be lodged in the crown by fuch a law as I have 
propofed, is not of a nature to afford any temptations to the abufing of 
kv That, therefb^jBkcan fumifli no ground for objeftions 5 but as I 
forefee fome may arae from other confiderations, I (hall endeavour to 
obviate fuch *s appear to me moft likely to be regarded. 

The firft and greateft that will probably be urged, is, that by leaving 
•ngroffers unreftrained liberty for dealings, we may, by their bad prac- 
tices, be reduced to the neceflity of making importations when the na- 
tion is in no real want of corn, and thereby the balance of trade be fo 
iifFe<aed as to leflen our Hock of bullion ; which will be a general and 
ttoncccffary evil. 

Such 
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Such indeed would be a great, and might be a dingerdus inconve- 
nience, if exportation was not as ready for relief; but as that muft follow 
in fure confequence, the nation, from the whole of fuch tranfaftionSi 
may poffibly acquire even a confiderable gain. For example, let us 
fuppofe that England^ in a time of peace, has an hundred thoufand 
quarters of wheat more upon hand than fhe would confume before the 
produce of the next harvcft can come to market; yet, by the combi- 
nation of dealers, a price -is demanded for it fo extoitionate as to be 
gready oppreflive. to the poor. In confequence of this the ports are 
laid open, and an hundred thoufand quarters of foreign wheat ate pur- 
chafed, and brought over, as in time of peace they moftly would be, 
in our own (hipping. In which cafe the national diAurfcment would 
only be for the firft coft of it, which, as it would moftly come from 
Dantzig^ Koningsbergy Hollandy or our own plantations^ would not pro- 
bably exceed five and twenty fliillings per quarter. This proceeding 
doubles our natural dead ftock, while it forces our markets to decline^ 
In the mean time, the growing crop probably promifes well, and thence 
engroffers become greatly alarmed : ,the natural confequepce of all which 
is the precipitate fall of prices ; for all will hurry their fales, and the 
poor will reap advantages therefrom. • The importers of wheat, at firffc 
gain handfomely by their adventures^ by degrees make only moderate 
profits, and at laft lofe by their engagements : all of which a^e no ob-*. 
jeds of national regard. The people become accommodated with 
bread, induftry grows chearful, and government keeps unimpeached 
and unmoleftcd. The prices of our ffvcral forts of native grain gra- 
dually fetde to the proportions they ought to hold for their qualities, in 
refpeit to thofe of other nations : perl\^ps fink even below them ; and 
thereon exportation takes place. We fhkj^not only an equivalent quan-t 
tity to that brought in, but alfo a goo* ^art of our original furplus. 
The bounty fecures the carriage of it to our own (hips ; the merchant 
probably makes a profit, and the nation becomes a confiderable . gainer 
upon the whole : fo efFedually may a public evil be removed \>y means 
likely to advance public intereft, in times of peace : and in times of 
war, , the only diflerence that can arifc is in the article of freightage in-» 
wards; which, for many found political- reafons, will be fuftered to be 
earned of us by foreign neutral navigators, . • 

Throughout the united provinces of the Netherlands^ I think calcu- 
lation gives them conjundlively but one month's fubfiftance of bread 
from their annual growth of corn. Yet there isiyr^raint laid on the 
exportation of that little they do produce. Aii^nfiipir Zealand wheat, 
which, of foft grain, holds the next rank in eiS;jniation to.nur own, is aa 
freely ftiipt off from that country as any other. "They mfeke corn ijj ge- 
neral, and without reftridlion, a great article of their trade. It is their 
pradtice to take advantage of favourable markets abroad for colle<aing 
great ftores : from which plenty they eat their bread on as cheap tcrm^ 
jgis any people in Europe: and by re-exportation frequendy make gre^ 
profits; always finding therein employment for abundance of theii^ 

^ fhipping. 
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fluppiB^ . Thus does i bisfinefS) which is all mohopdiy in that conn*^ 
try, not only^fccare tiicm plenty bat profit alfo. And not to launch 
into deeper. Confiderations of this point; I fhall content myfelf with ob^ 
fenringihat by endeavouring to prevent engroffing among us we fliaH 
tficifhiaHy difablc ex^rtaticMi. 

; Another objedtion which I fbrcfce, is, that our landed nnlen may 
ima^e their intprcft hurt by confining the limit for bounty on export 
tation, and giving rootti for more freqoent importations than the -ftock 
. of oomihi die nation may often make abfolutely neccffary t which, at 
bed, would be no other than a partial ahd feliijQb confideration. To exw 
pe6t Ttskn wiU be fo geiierom in our days, as to regard the pubUc gduDd 
more than di^r own particihlar intercfts, cxf>aience, in di things, cotk^ 
ykicct us xvould be Iwping a great deal too mtich from them. . I Ihal) 
therefore endeavour to di^ove the opinion; and flierf ii. is for their ad-^ 
rmt&gCy that cbrn (bould not bear too hi^ a price. This convi<fHon I 
fludl grbund on the two following confiderations. « 

\ Firft, that the value of their dlates depends no left on the flowifli-i 
ing of oiR- minufadtires-ihan on the exportation of corn. This it doe« 
two ways t firft by fupporting the price of wool, from giving it a largd 
fXpence, and thereby maintaining a greater number of people in the na- 
tion in "working it up than agriculture couid poffibly eniploy; who, fo- 
torntl^, Confome ptiDpohionably the produce in every kioid oi their lands; 
tnd irf-Coorfe greatly enhance the value of them. 

The feodhd confideration, i^, the degree of eftimiaidon our com de4 
$titvt», ^nd:i'«dly hokls, in the opinion of other nations: for by for- 
^iifting th«m Witi^ it at its due rate we can only hope for the confumjy^ - 
tk>n &t'h ab^badi Of all foft^ram, our^JMi^ generally the ^pceforenct 
ftboi^^jftif or^ per cent, but hard wheat is intrnifioaliy better than ourdf 
, ftWrt r«ivfo^ to tng>m9^-fin)e per cent, and ccmfequeikly ought to fell arfo 
Jbudl above it. A bufhel of Sidfy wheat, for exaraplCj pmduces as 
iduch flow as five pecks of ours ; owing to the clofenefs of the 
IJMiDy which It fo hatd^s to be ilony» and fo ftiee from hoik as^ ta 
be trainfparent: fo that a grain of that wheat k a folid mafs of pure 
fcur> while a great deal ^ ours turns into bran; and fromidie loofe^ 
Aefsof its conteiture rend»#ftpfcin proportion to its bulk even of true 
flowr. Now Ski^ wheat foldom is at a price above fev?nty-two tiariei 
fer Sisilme^ Shipped free aboard: which is about equal to fcVttt Imd 
twenty ftiillings a quarter for Engh/h^ put afloat, with the bounty to 
the (hippcr : and that is equivalent to nine and twenty (hilling and fix- 
pence in the market. ' fc*pot this a very ftriking difparity of price? 
4nd ah* undeniahk proof that either lands are rented too dear with us; 
dr the profits of our farmers too great : for exported corn is equally, a 
iftibttopoly in both kingdoms 5 and for that ufe muft indeed be ^ mo^ 
nopoly in every country. ^ 

' Our wht2it i allow, in mofl: of the fouthern countries has frequently 
obtaiijed a/oreed prices owing to indolence, cuflpm or opinioo, by b«jng 
ufcd for a mixture to hard grain, from a belief that bread is the better 
for it. But this, obfervation may convince us^ is but opinion. For in« 
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ftance, at Lifbon, where they generally have a fupply of (oft corn, the 
mixture is held dTcntial ; whik at Madrid, much better bread is eaten 
without it J as there they never have foreign com but in times of cx- 
cefSve national fcarcity. We fhould be cautious therefore how we expofe 
ourfclves to the hazard of facrificing an opinion fo favourable to our ^ 
wheat, by forcing people into a difufe of it that may be fatal, from our ' 
exorbitant exactions of price; or by flopping too bng the channel of 
fupply ; as either of thofe means may occafion its difufe. This is a con-» 
fidei-ation well worthy of the ferious attention of thofe gentlemen who . 
are of, what is called, the landed intcreft. 

It is a conmdon cant of farmers, that wheat bears a living price for 
them, when it fells in the market at thirty (hillings a quarter. But ex-* 
periencf informs us, that in our times, what people ufually call living 
prices anefuch as produce extravagant gains: and obfervation may evince 
that fuch is the cifein the point at prefcnt under confideration. If an 
examination was to be. made into the matter, I believe, for twenty years 
pifeccding the prefent fcarcity, the farmers have as often fold their 
wheat under fix and twenty (hillings a quarter, as they have above it : 
and yet moft good farmers have grown rich within that period of time. 
Some, within the fcope of my own knowledge, having, I may.alledgc^ 
from very fmall beginnings, and with the occupation of no grett ^uan-> 
^ty of land, acquired fortunes therein. And fix and twenty^ {biHingS 
a quarter, market price, is as high a medium as our corn can, or ^^% 
to have: fo that fatal may be the eflfedts of our attempting to ^\t^it* ^ 
' An objeiftion may probably be ftarted, that by allowing en^.oflinft ^ 
without reftraint, to the price of forty (hillings a quarter, the public wiU 
hazard the having of wheat always upheld to a rate very heai^ li^"^ But 
ibchanabufe, I muftobferv?, is in its nature impradicable $ as paft 
cxpffience may undeniably convince us. For as our wheat is rarely ex- 
portable at thirty (billings a quarter, and the ordinary annual produce of 
the kingdom gteady exceeds its confumption, the keeping it dear would 
heap fuch quantities upon monopolizers hands as would m^ke tb^m fink 
under the burthen. The government therefore need take no farther 
care than to prevent the hurtful effeds of engro(fing a fmall national 
dock, which will eflfeiftually be done by the (landing law I propofe : 
for abundance will, of itfelf, fo operate as to defeat all fraudulent 
meafurcs, by requiring fuch an endlefs fupply of capital as muft ^reak 
the very heart of all daring combination. 

. Thus have I, Ihope fuccefsfully, endeavoured to furni(h fome new 
and ftrbnger lights than have hitheirto been thrown on this vjcry im- 
portant enquiry. Whatever may be the refult thereof, I (hall at lea(t 
enjoy the fetisfadjDn of having, fincerely intended the (ervice of my 
country therein. Nor can I fiiifer myfclf to doubt, from the^wifdoint 
of the LegiHature, as much candour in their consideration of my pro* 
po(als, as I have (hewn for the rights and intereftspf all partieti as well 
as for the good of the public, in this ample difcuflion of my futMied:, 
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•- .V Tkietc i6 fK> falSaty wircre there is no ilrength, .joo ihpJOgtbVwJthout 
uoion^ no wn^ without juftice, xiajui3;ic^ vyhcjc^ j^iti) and trjuxln 
/.ia ftccompKfliiQg public a^ private engagemejoyts m w^ting. 

H E accurately-obftwrying Jlf^^ very ji^ftly^ 

^fLt4K>iK)«r is th^ Xlrengthefuag priacu^e oimofmf^ 
: ohJiK^ ^d virtue that of (iammonweaitas ; an o^ioi;! 
i^at f^ftfon kads to the aUawanpe Qf,,^d lOJbferv^tiQ^ 
WMeniaUj^ fFores^ I may hereaifer dlTcviis tJb^ 
jpoiti^sfci^aps ajt lar^, by e^cainining tl:^ pnuiciples 
^r govern wems, Jinticnt and moiJeri^ Apd fvi^dng 
^^ . • thefe.^fiSwas. >Q¥t it is wy ^<l^'gn >t prc/f njt ozily tp 

ig)ieaktif (vklufes apd fl^whow poceflary the qspii^e^ce 91 it i$ ^or th^e 

prafentaticm of liberty. ^ . 

iQiidyi Yiitues, the love of pur J^o^ptry is>thie wl^lcil : and ifuitable tp 

the dignky irf k are the>e]@f<K^S;it proitj^igqs.; Nev^r ,was any ^ee ilatp 

<pro&6roas bit from viis^> never glo^ioiw^Uut .Wiheo partial regards w^rp^ 

imade /ubofdbate to patriot afTedlion. 
I. VOL-I.%v Q The 
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The love of our country is not only allowed to include but alfo to 
fuperfede (where their intcrefts feparate and clafli) the paternal, filial, 
fraternal and focial regards. Thefe paffions, however amiably tender 
in general, are often narrow and frail, nay fometimes guilty (as cafes 
might be propofed, in which it would be meritorious for a fon to flay 
his own father) and however lovely they all are, under a right regula- 
tion, in domeftic life ; in the concerns of our country they are to give 
way to public good : and that man is the moft glorious, who, when 
need and juftice require it, makes the greateft facrifices of them to ge- 
neral welfare. 

What but the magnanimous fpirit of patriotifm made Sparta happy, 
powerful and renowned ? Self-denial and a contempt for unwoAhy g?a- 
tificationai were the foundation-principles of all their national great- 
nefs. B^d we, even in our days of degeneracy, without the higheft 
admiration and applaufe, of mothers who renounced their fons, and 
wives their hufbands, for having injured or difhonoured their country ? 

lUmokony who had no other way of refcuing a "people from oppreflion 
than by deftroying his own- brother, who had commenced their tyrant, 
fubmitted fraternal affeSion to patriot zeal ; and by accomplifliing with 
natural reludance that glorious a6t, has had his fan^ honourably traa£r 
mitted down to us, with the"applaufe of ages and of nations. 

How venerably great to all conceptions does the fage, mild, fedately- 
jtift and felf-fufFering Arijiides appear ! who would not permit even his 
own honour to ftand in competition with his country's ha^]^*ad^nd 
quiet. To add to thefe examples is unneceflary. But fuch were tha 
Moriour principles that founded, exilted and iupported the Grmat^ 
ftates. 

If we examine the annals of Rome^ the greateft comnronvvealth and 
moft illuftrious people that ever exifted upon earth, we (hall find the 
fame virtues operating to like ends, from the fame exalted motives. The 
elder Brutus^ who was the founder and father of the republic, even in 
the infancy of liberty, had the unhappinefs to be expofed to the fevereft 
trial of heroifm. His two fons, the only children he had, were drawh 
into a treafonable confpiracy againft theftate, for the wicked fubverfion 
of freedom and reftoration of tyranny ; the blackeft' and moft atrocious 
of crimes ! No man was equally injured with their unhappy father by 
their offence. He had been particularly wronged* a* well as perfonally 
ill-treated by the Tarquins: was himfelf of royal extraftion j and had 
waved his own regal rights as well as overthrown thofe of others, from 
a love for mankind j to found a legal and equitable government. Con- 
fequently he, above all others, from a re-fubje<fHon, had to apprehend 
encountering the fev^eft indignation and revenge. Such was ihe un- 
pardonable guilt of tne fons : which from the greatnefs of his mind and 
parental affedion, there is no doubt to be entertained but the father 
would perfonally have forgiven. But as fenior*conful, chief magiftrate, 
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and guardian of the ftate, he was to become their judge : and there the 
father of the criminals could, not feparate himfelf from the parent of the 
community. Examples were of ncceflity to be made, for public fecu- 
rity. And could the judge who abfolved his own children, honour- 
ably fcntcnce thofe of other men? Or, from partial frailty, was public 
juftice to be defeated, and general fafety rendered precarious ? No: ho- 
nour, truth and fortitude, which ought to forbid, interpofed to prevent 
it. He fat upon their trials, faw them legally convifted, and like a 
Roman judge delivered them up to juftice ; giving therein a glorious 
example to his coUegue, who had relations of his own to try for the 
fame offence ; and fuch an example of virtuous integrity to his coun- 
try, as long fecured it from all attempts of a like kind; invigorated it 
with that honour which afterwards railed it to fo confummate a pitch of 
glory and power ^ .and fandified thereby, his own fame to everlafting 
veneration. 

Nor was fo exalted a precedent without its ftriking eiFeds on patriot 
minds, even to the expiring gafps of Roman liberty. The fervices of 
Manlius^ in faving the capitol^ extenuated not the guilt of his pofterior 
confpiracy. No exploits, no interefts of particulars, were for a long time 
permitted. to ftand in competition with public juftice and happinefs. 
When jlppius Clauckus^ at the head of the decemvir ate ^ had treache-* 
roufly firft, and then forcibly, engroflcd the whole power of the ftate, 
and apparently aimed at eftablifhing fovereign authority in himfelf ; his 
own uncle Caim^ who was no lefs intereftcd in the glory of the Clau^ 
dhn family, fufFered no partial regards for his. own houfe to influence 
lus^acquiefcing in the aggrandizing thereof, to the general prejudice: 
and therefore, as full of virtue as he was of years, he generoufly quit- 
ted the retreat he had chofen to wear the laft ftage of life out in, at the 
powerful perfuafion of honour: and, having in vain endeavoured to 
prevail with his nephew to relinquifli his odious afcendency, worthily 
abetted a confederacy for his overthrow; which his own raftuiefs and 
infolence of guilt foon furnifhed them with an occasion for accomplifh- 
ing, and for the reftoring of antient difcipline, and their conftitutional 
admbiftration of government. Prior to this memorable occurrence, we 
read of many illuftrious inftances of patriot virtue : but of none more 
to our point thaa that of the good old Cafiius^ who not only fentenced 
but even executed a fon for his abufe of confular power and plunder of 
public wealth. 

No man fhould prefume to judge of Roman juftice but from Roman 
principles. Therdfore whoever ventures to decide againft the laft truly 
virtuous commonwealth's**man of that illuftrious people, which was 
Marcus Brutus^ for his ftabbing of Cafar ; on the accufation of obli* 
gation fer favours he had received from him ; £bews himielf influenced 
therein by very falfe and dangerous principles. No man is to be obliged 
out of the regard that it is ms duty^ beyond all othcrs» to have for his 
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cOtihfry/ The mttrefts of focicty fuperfede all private tics and con- 
n«6li^s fdiatever. j^ut trhat favours coqld the virtuous Brutus have 
rcteiivcd from Ciefar? His lift, after the zAion a(Pbarfalia? To whom 
hdd he ibrfttttd it, for fighting with the (enate and fovereign authority 
c^ the UtiVty againft a man who, by paffing the Rubicon with an armed 
force, W2LS, by a ftandihg law, devoted to the infernal gods, and pro- 
and the cneifiy of his country ? No : it was iniblence 
la merit from fuch clemency i and for other obliga- 
te BrtOui neither wanted or required them. But had 
eateft of him, had he even owed hUn the duty of a^ 
cancelled hjCdfar% aiTumed tyranny : and it became 
ih obligation on Brtttus, fuperior to all others, to dcftroy, by every 
iheans ih his power^ d)e bpprefTive violator of his own birth-rights, and 
^t ^k^addicil butcherer c^ the Roman conftitutioa. v But corrtiptioii 
had fo difabled all virtue among the people, that they wereancapablo 
ihtn itf ftfftilning, or ever after of recovering their ft^eedom. BrutKs dif- 
patched Ctefa^- but to follow him himfelf : he ftruggled but to fink in 
the caufe of liberty. And what enfued? Refledt, O my countrymen! 
(yfk the preitripUonS) the mafiacres, the trampling tyrannies of imperial 
mongers ih human (hapes 1 die lofs of all virtue, fecurity and happinds! 
with thfe gradual dedenfton of univerfal power, to the lowcft degrees 
©f imbecility, and ewn ko utter annihilation. 

&uch Weit the f!St&$ of fteady, fuch the conJequences of related 
difci^lihe and virtue. So nations, no lefs wife and far more great and 
powerful than out own, have, long ago, paft away and are no more. 
Perhaps I may hereafter reprefent the miferable condition of thofe com* ^ 
irtunities awand us, who are forwarder in the race to flavery and 
tvi-fetthedftftfe than we art. Of the various bodies of pec^fe derived 
ftbrti the &me ftock with outfelves, we are almoft the only one, at pre-* 
fefrt, itt pdlfeffion of that rational liberty which all originally enjoyed^ 
Fr^d^ d^emkms fthd comAptibns^ the decreaie of public virtue and 
enc^eafe of private rapine, have been the £atal and fure-worktng caufes 
of their oveithrow. Let us tittiely take example from their dqgene- 
ra^y^ vs ^v^ fuch d»ead<^l effe^s irom .k, as they now forrovilblly^ 
bat ih vein, laitteftt 5 ^w ^mrjpalfione and appetiteis will fo difahlcreafon 
kni vJftu^, that it ^^ be t^ beyond the pdWer of a Brutus at a Qa$ 

to feve ub.^ ^^ ;^^ 

All free ftates profper and gro^ great by the fingle prinlD^)te*Df piA)-^ 
tic love. I^il^ldt^e^on proclMes union and cftMes wovchy emu- 
Wltki 3 by which 'tfnly td)^ can become or continue mighty* All in-t- 
^i^dtlals dien oontribute to one ptit* end, wliich gives iiappinels and 
ibc:tiri(y'toThe whde-; bnd wbi<^h promotes diofe^generous p^ons that 
toMble atitm 111 the eyes cff beholders, and lefi^QsAly endear iSiem to 
one ahocher. 8ut whtn die love'of ^ir xotnMy becomeB Subordinate 
Ibipstftial 4r6^d6 aiid'4h6 too^duotts fui^fuits d^itutt imttoSk, feuds^ 
. ^ divi* 
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To.bp.CQntinued §vfity. ThursS>aV. 



There is no ruling eye, no* nerycy in ftates ) 
r...%-.War has Do vigour, and no fafety peace: ^ . . 
. ' Even Joftice ^arps to ,party,r laws 9pprefs, 
•' Their wcjak.ajuthority protc^s no mQre,f 

Firft broke; the J balance/ and then fpornd the fwprd : 
Thus Nations fink. — >. •-— — • >— ■■■! ■ — ; . 



S I R, 



Thomson* 
To the HERALD, &c. ' - ; 



i< ]SI V O L V E D as we are in a dangerous war^ 

I ;and unfucccfsful in the 'carrying of it on in 

g three of the four parts of the world, (for fuch 

« has actually been and» is the cafe in Europe, 

|» Africa and America) our political attention is 

^ almqft entirely directed to ^he news imported, 

I from time to time;, by the Holland mails, con*- 

1 '-,,_[} J. _ [cerning the miUtary, operations of the magna- 

oiimpi^ King^of Pruflij; wbofefpirited. proceedings and heroic* 

.exploiiSsarc indeed the glory of the prefentnnaes; and will defer- 

.vingjy be the admiration of ifuture ages. 
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The divcifion given by his arms ta our natural and inveterate 
enemies, is perhaps an accidental advantage to which we arc in- 
debted for our iafety. French policy has luckily ovcr-fhot its 
mark, in marching fuch a force into Germany as difables then> 
t Icaft fo much as they certainly would otherwifc 
y our ill conduct more tbaa their national length 
lem over us. 

r fecurity (and I wife from a profpedl of reaping 
fuccefs) depend at prefent on our keeping firm irv 
hat heroic monarch. But we fliould remember 
ire the fecurity of the German conftitution and 
bis oWn dominions. As loon as his armi obtain him fatisfadioa 
in thofe points, the war in the empire will ceafe of courfe; and 
France, who is only an auxiliary power therein^ muft withdraw 
her forceS) as fiM probably will be glad to do, to exert her full 
power in hes natioMl war with es > for the event of which we 
muft wholly depend on ourfelves; having no ally whatever en- 
gaged, with U6 thercda: nor is there any Ukj^lihood o£ any one's 
tal»ng part with 115 in that quarrel. 

While therefore our national enemies are^ for us, fo luckily 
embarrafled by a falfe ftep which they have taken in pontics, it 
highly behoves u^ to make ibmc daring e^fbcta for the timely ac-- 
quifition ef fuch fldvlMitages in cui own war, as may fecure us 
the means of getting honourably out of it;, not to be expofed ta 
the futiu-e hazard of a feparate co^ntention, for which a iattd of 
fated-mifcondu£t feems to make us unequal. 

Who then can help defpiiing our eager gazing after fedemption^ 
firom abroad, while nothing is more evident than that eur deli- 
verance muft almoft folety be wrought at home. German a£^air^^ 
are indeed become, from the circumftance^ of things,, eflentiatly 
collateral to our imcrcfts, but far ftom being dir^dt and entire to 
theffli The viftories effeftually to ferve us muft be atchieved 
cither in America cm: oi> the ocean:. PruiHa may be' profperoua^ 
while Britain is undone. 

I have often purfued, in my own imagination,, a ftrong paraUel 
betwixt the charafters and exploits of the royal hero of the pre- 
fent age and our highly renowned EdwatxLmc black Prince, who- 
once fhonc like a fun in our Britiihhemifphere, furrounded by tha. 
brighteft conft:ellations of nobles. But the reflexion ever fliocked 
tne, by leading to the melancholy confideration that England only 
'♦vas what Btandcnbourg ncJw is l a country where military glory^ 
lequals the luftrc of the moft diftinguiflied aeras of antiquity j^. where- 
ilie whole afiemblagc of virtues (hinc eminentty forth; where ju- 
fttce is purged from all the pollutions of corrupt praflices where 
genius is ilTtiftrioufly diftinguifhedj and merit honourably reward- 
id 5^ where the fcicnccs flourifh under royal influence, and thcr 
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ornamental and ufeful arts are cultivated with patriot affiduity 
and care. While with us, the rcverfe of all thefe arc remarkably 
confpicuous : where cowardice^ diftionour, vice, folly, fraud, ra- 
pine, corruption, luxury, ignorance, indolence, prefumption and 
impofture, bear equal and diihonourable fway; 

Plunged as we arc in a dangerous and diffi^-^^ ^"^ ^'^^ ^*-- 
lowcr orders of people among us driven even 
want, is there one idle amuiement unattende 
fered to die? one iniquity corredled? one n 
fuccefsful ? like Rome, in the laft (lages of h 
are fuffering filly pleafures and fordid purfuits t 
ble qualities of the mind and hearty and narrc 
unworthinefs for national independence and civil liberty. 

Machiavel, I think, obferves that no bodies of people, any 
more than particular men, can be totally bad or good : and indeed 
the obfervation requires not the fandtion of fo able a politician ; it 
being fufficiently open to the moft moderate comprehenfion; W^ 
muft therefore eftimate the worth of the l<^mer, as we do of the 
latter, by the general weighing of good qualities againft bad ones} 
and pronounce from the preponderating fcale in the experiment. 
In the ages of the moft exalted hcroifm and virtue, we are not to 
fuppofc that individuals were all alike perfeift, gr, on the contrary^ 
in tne days of degeneracy, that all are alike vitiated. There were 
vile citizens among the Romans at the founding of their common^ 
wealth, as there were glorioufly virtuous ones at the time of itt 
overthrow. The only diiFerence was, that the majorities had 
changed qualities. An adherence to the laws of juftice and ho-^ 
nour put an end to the tyranny of the Tarquins : a too prevailing 
diiTolutencfs of principles and manners eftablifhed a far more 
hateful defpotifm in the Caefars. Liberty, let me here obferve, 
may take a natural progrefs to licentioufnefs : but from a thorough 
corruption of morals a peoplj5 rarely or never recover; they decline 
in power as in goodnefs, and are generally fi^bjugated or extirmi- 
nated by fome people arifing from the ftate of, natural baibarifm« 
Such has hitherto been the fate of the moft diftinguifhed nations 
of the world. And fuch will probably be the end of thofeat pre- 
fent exifiing in it. 

Our fore-fathers were glorious bfecaufe they were public fpi- 
rited : they were refpcftcd becaufe they were feared, feared bc- 
<:aufc they were ferious, ferious becaufe virtuous. Virtue united 
them 3 and from unity they derived their ftrcngth. Under our 
Edward's and Henry's, they frequently chaftized, and once con- 
quered France. They were commonly vi^orious without allies j 
and againft a nation who had generally a great many, and whofe 
native armies had infinitely fuperior numbers, When Queen Eli^ 
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iabcth <vas menaced \vith, and even attacked by, tli^ memo- 
rable Armada Vvhich the Spaniards proudly ftilcd invincible, on 
whom did flic rely, and by what overcome it, but the fortitude 
and valour of her virtuous, and magnanimous fubjeds? what 
would that great prkicefs, her minifters or warriors have faid (had 
they been alive) of our late national terror for an apprehended in- 
▼afion in flat-bottomed veflels ? and what to our gazing after re- 
demption from a warlike prince and people, who are fighting 
their own battles, and not fo much as engaged as auxiliaries in 
ours ', while on our national arms falls nothing but difappointment,. 
defeat and difgrace? 

• It is true there are fome meii among us attentive to public wel- 
fare, and others who difcover an intrepidity in adion that does 
them honour : but they are few, alas, very few in number. The 
many are drowned in an inundation of fordid pleafures and. rapa- 
cious purfuits, while the bulk of thofe whofc duty it is to exert 
themfelves in their country's caufe, are moft bufied in contriving 
how to plunder inftead of ferving the ftate, in abufing of employ- 
ments infiead of honourably executing them. 

While we were great* in arms wc were equally fo in wifdom, in 
virtue, in fcience ! and no age, till the prefent; iri our nation was 
without inftances of exalted gcniuffes every way. The lail aera of 
our glory was the reign of Queeii Anne: when, with illuftrioua 
warriors, we had fcientific worthies of every kind. Where ace their 
equals in our days ? who are the objects of admiration among us 
now ? theeftimator of the manners and principles of the times, is 
pleaftd to fingle out a player for the glory of our degenerate agcj 
who is monopolizing theatrical profits, fupprcffing. nobler genius, 
and, iipon^ the recommendation of fuch writcrsy engrofling all 
public regard -, nay, -zevW does a recent dijcovery tdl us of court fa^ 
vour alfo? 

Whence is it, that even in our moft favourite divcrfion we fee no 
abilities difplayed, where fo much encouragement might be expeded 
by writers who would honour us in the eyes of neighbouring nar 
tions arhi of pofterity, but from *the Vile engroflings of craft. in a 
partial governing power of pur threatres; where every thing is made, 
as in all other affairs, to give way to the fordid intereftsof arapa* 
cious particular; who by trick and conning corrupts our national 
tafte, mifleads generofity, and attrads univerfal attachment,. by 
elbo\Ving all rival or fuperior merit from public .knowledge or re- 
gaVd, for the fake of heaping up fuch immenfe wealth as is, every 
way, a mifchief and di(honour to the cop^imunity ? 

Can any man read the theatrical difquifitions of garret fcribbler^ 
in the paultry compilations of Chronicles and MagazineSy without 
detefting the afcendency of leaders in a diverfioh that can only ici 
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a fubordmatc degree be either eligible or endurable. ^ Within thcfe 
few weeks paft, one of thofe pane^yrifts, whole dirty hire may 
be fuppofed an occafional order to lee a play gratis^ was pleafed 
to fay, he held it a prophanation to decorate the mighty Ro fetus 
with ordinary trophies of glory. The nexte^calted ftiain of tow- 
ering adulation may probably be to pronounce it blafphemy ! For 
what have we farther to do than, like the thoroughly corrupted 
RomanSi to deify thofc who ipake beafts of us. Of a like nature 
are the cpnfolutary articles of news in public papers, on our hear- 
ing:of national difgfters, that Dromio u judged by his phyficiam to 
he out rf ^nger^ or Dulcinea will be able to perform on fuch a 
night. 

- Thcfe arc the comforts, the fatisfadions, that we worthily fo- 
lace ourfelvcs withall in the times of general danger, dilliQipour 
and diftrefs. Should the public be told that the brave Capt. Lock- 
hart, who, with hazard, hardfhips, and fatigue, has done his 
country fuch fignal fervice, was''kiiled in an engagement with our 
national enemies, a public figh would hardly be beftowed upon 
him. But flhould Rofcius (who in an admired ode on himfelf has 
modeftlyxonfidered all women to be in love with him, and all 
men to be his angry cnvyers) but feel a flight dejedtion of fpirits, 
what illuflrious levies would croud ? what cards and meffages be 
fent ? what eager enquiries be made after him throughout the 
town ? and how general a terror and confternation would there be 
ipread ! 

Can fuch confiderations fail of awaking in fenfible minds a re- 
membrance of the fatal efFeSs of fo fafcinating a phrenzy among 
the Romans 5 who fuffered all their love of virtue, of glory and 
of freedom, to refolve into a ridiculous zeal for partizans in the 
(ircus and performers in the theatres i while they tamely fuffered 
the yoke of flavcry to be rivctted on their abjeft and difhonourable 
necks. Nay, fo high did the deteflable folly reach, that the im- 
perial monflcrs, who transformed themfelves into He and She-dei- 
ties j and fo trampled on the rights, dignity and fpirit of Romans, 
as to appoint a horfe for their Conful, and even murder men for 
daring to be virtuous or happy in private ; figh*d amidfl: the pomps 
of univerfal iway, from envy at the glory of racers and aftors, 
and emuloufly became candidates in their profeflions for renown. 

Vain and abfurd would be our expedation, that the King of 
Pruflia; when he has accomplifhed nis own deliverance, fhould 
turn a Don Slyixote and fight our battles, in a war that he has 
nothing to do with. No: we muft depend on our own endea- 
vours for the acquiring of our national ends. To accomplifh 
which we fhould take example from his dominions: where all 
the noble qualities of the mind and heart are fully and mofl emi« 

ncntly 
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nently difplayed. He faw himfelf no fooncr expofed to dangers, 
than he wifely prohibited public diverfions; and bj giving a fe- 
lious turn to the minds of his people, prepared therh for thcf 
duties on which his fuccefs and their own fafety depended. 

If therefore there is any latent fpark of honour remaining iri 
our hearts, let us manfully roufe ourfelves to (hake off the en- 
feebling thraldom of pleafure. Let us refolve to hate fuch as 
plunder, and heartily defpifc fuch as offer to impofe upon us. 
Let us take example from thofe whom we cannot but rationally 
admire, and become ftrong by being traely wife and virtuous : as 
by fuch means only we can fhtw ourfelves worthy of the Weffing* 
uf all kinds that we enjoy, be enabled to extricate ourfelves fronl- 
the dangers and difficulties we are involved in, recover our na- 
tional reputation, and tranfmit, as it is our duty to do, otir con^ 
ftitutional rights to pofterity. 

I am, S I R, 

Your humWe fervant, 

PUBLICUM/ 
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-"' The abufes of morlfgaging are cSrtam andlncvltabrci poverty^ 
impotence an4 fubj^dlion to foreign powers. 

^.. . • 

^T h ifud a great ma^ bas^ declared, that there hj 

) hardly a hope left to this natioo i^.^fafcty butt 

I from Pit^y/i: Crr^i ami ta what <tv^iits arfaither 

I free ufe thereof kads^.iny wifejmaa may. 

I readily determine who ^uiHy, Confidera Jt, as 

i he ought, to l^ve boeo. the origin or iburce.of 

[ all>>w prefentinisfortoncs; \ .i\ , . 

I Public ddHs have prodiudcd a new fpecies or 

riches every vray hurtful to the. community. ,Qn aii enormity of 

faxes to ere^ ap unbounded Influence, wicked JiiiniAers have, 

for many years paii^ been oontriving by faUac&es <q ^naketfae; 

e{bt|^ of the kingdom carry doubles that is? by a. mcxtgage of 

land and labot^r $0 create an imnsienJGe j$ioney pooperty,. or .rather: 

a paper one ; for the money they have from time to time, ipent 

and given out of thcf nation , Thus havt our haturil riches been 

made in appearance double, while in faft they were adhially di*v 

minifliingy juft as much 98 our land and labour are engaged for 

VOI^, I. . . 'Q_ ta 
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to foreigners : and at home wc have fet two faniiKes to'fpendir^ . 
what one only ihpukl <k). But as the double property iias created . 
a double luxury, while the delufion can be fupported, the ad-* 
vanced prices therefrom of all our natural produds has fo im- 
proved in appearance our folid property, that the burthen has 
been rendered in fome meafure infcnliblcj and adminiftrations; 
"have been enabled to play their iniquitous game fecurely, princi- 
pally' by dozing the public into fuch a ftupefadion as to make 
them as heedlefs as they Were themfelves regardlefs of confe- 
quences. 

To ftrengthen. government and fecure thp proteftant fucceflion 
on theihrone,*have been their fpecious pleas for fucn dangerous and" 
deceitful meafures. Before I proceed therefore to other confide- 
rations, 1 fhall take-the liberty to examine thofe arguments, and 
cxpofe thc.falfe principles upon- which they are Airged^ and Sup- 
ported. 

.Firjft, as, to the .ilreogtbening ^ govemnaent. Jf- by govern- 
ment they mean as they ought to do, the crown; I think no- 
thing is more evident than that is weakened ..by fuch meafures. 
Wcakeacd in the virtue, the affedtions, and the numbers of peo- 
ple at home; andwn the eyes of foteign nations, in our lofs of dif- 
cipline, vigour, the refoutc'ft for war, and Confequently for dc- 
. fence. All of which certainly , muft, and already dp, Qp_erate . 
to our difgrace and towards our ruin. If by government is meant 
afadion, powerful enough to did:ate to the crown, and overbear, 
at the fame time that they plunder, the people ; I grant the end 
has in a good meafure been obtained by fuch means : for by pre- 
ferving or enhancing the neceflity of great levies on the people, 
they hive fupported. and encrdafed their influence; from the 
means of gratifying formidable numbers of dependants : yet *this 
evil to a^A^, ^kke all others, muil have its periqd^ for limit to 
corruption thefe^can^beiione. Progreflion isnaturah it miftfrom 
ncceffity encreafc, to a degree too intolerabk to be J^orne: and 
bring our conftitution to fuch a vcrifis as muft be fatal toiuch a 
kind of fway. Of this certain effed, fome late adminiftrations 
could not have been ignorant: but their views mnd operations^ 
in all things have •been -manifeftly narrow: they have fhougbt 
and hoped of government, as other felfirti pedple have done of 
the funds, forite prefervation* only for theif^- own ' time ; leaving 
their fucceflbrs and pofterity to ftruggle for themfelves ; and efher 
fink or fwim .as chance or their abilities might determine the 
matter. 

The .Proteftant fucceffion, at its firft ^eftabliftiment, liad un- 
doubtedly fome difficulties to ftruggle with, principally the pre* 
Eofleflions of prejudice and idle opinion concerning indefeafiblc 
crcditary-ri^ht ; which (contraiy as it is to the fpirit of -pational 

iiberty. 
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liberty, our national praftice, and occafionally that of all others 
in the world) having a kind of fpecious plea, was by defigning 
men made to operate for a tithe, with no inconfiderable ftrcngth, 
on vulgar and bigotted minds. But the experienced bleflings of 
Ipgal government (of which we were fo often attempted to be rob- 
bed by the tyrannical houfe of Stuart) the timely refcuing of our 
endangered religion, its full enjoyment, along with the iober ex- 
ercife of reafon, have long ago removed that fafcination from the 
minds of the public. So that parties, ought now to be looked 
upon in no other light than as rivals for power or intereft. That is, 
men of, genius, of all fides, for the great employments of ftate; 
and men of large fortunes, for the fpecific interefts of their refpec- 
tive properties. Minifters therefore no lefs deceive their fovereign 
than abufe the public by mifreprefeoting fa^ons that their own 
bad pniftices have moft contributed to create. For their party 
proceedings have founded thoie . difcontents they have confkndy 
availed thcmfclvc? of, for the^ftablifliing of theji: power ; while they 
extended their influence, by means that have burthencd the na- 
tion, and for a long time diflionoured and debilitated the crown ; 
efpecially in its operations with foreign Aat^. Among whom we 
have had litde influence but by our money, and rarely any refpedt 
fhewed us even for that. . r 

, But in proportion as government at home gathers attachments 
by the encreafe of the monied iptereft, it perhaps more than pro- 
portionably lofes theib in thofe of the landed and laborious; 
who cannot but repine at the unnatural affluence fuftained by the 
numerous ftock-holders of the nation ; and, principally the latter, 
who are fo opprefled by taxes for the fuppoirt of it. The pre- 
tended bond of fccurity that it gives is therefore all a chimera : 
and its augmentation and ^even fupport may. prove the greateft 
danger that the illuftrious family at prefent upop the throne arc 
ever like .to encounter or apprehend. Forthe qvil, if continued, is 
of fuch a nature as muft bring our conftitutiqn tp a fl:raggle :: and 
»what the event of comhuftion may -be, thew^.is no man cwi pre- 
tend to foretell. , . * j . 

Should this nation fufer any eflTent^al. Igfs :0f . her^ colonies,, or 
any farther confiderable diminution of her tr-a^e f>f exports, how, 
let me afk, are the means to be fijfniflied for \)^ fupport of this 
{hadowy and unfuhftantial property? Can;it be imagined that the 
gentlemen of the landed intereft will qontriboce the rents or pro* 
duce of their eftates, and become deflitu^e^themfelvcs, for the re- 
gular payment of dividends ? Or do theyicn^ginc tliat the peo- 
ple \yiil be neg%ent of fiblf defence, frpra their fcrupulous regard 
for the proprietors of public funds ? Vain imagination ! For, in 
Such an emergence, a nation will undoubtedly plead its rights of' 
jninorky to cancel all contrads and engagements for jts imii>ediate 

pre- 
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prefervation* J9kd the folly of mr fiattfmen (fays the ingenious 
Mr. Hume) mufl be greater than tbefbUy ofthofe nvbofirft contrasted 
4ebty OTy wifat is Mdre, than that of th^ ivbo trujiedy or continue to 
truji tbisfecurityy if thefe ftatefmen have the means of fafety in tbeif\ 
bandsy and do not employ them. Nay, I wiH proceed farther, and; 
fearleily aflert, that, at fuch a time, they will be wicked mini- 
fters not to do it, in proportion as they ncgled: the fafety of mil^ 
lions to fecure, at all events, the welfare of thoufai^ds. 

But fuppofing no calamity fliould happen to u$ from abroad, 
farther than what muft be confequent of increafing taxes, which 
are gradual decreafes of exports and the number of oiir people 
(evils that we already experience) and with a flow diminution of 
our real riches and flrength there (hould be as gradual an increafe 
of our encumbrances ; what muft of neceflity follow ? Themeans^ 
of honourably extricating our national circumftances will be loft. 
The funds of fupply will fail of anfwering the purpofcs of their 
jnftitutbn, and the nation become incapable of fubftitating others 
to make up the deficiencies, as well as, ^perhaps, of fupporting 
the neceftary public operations. Will, in fuch a cafe, thofe ctf 
the monied intereft contentedly fee their property effentially 
wounded, or entirely endangered ? Or will they not think the landed 
gentlemen ftiouid fufier in proportion with them, and compro- 
mifc the fuflferings with the alienation of a part of their eftates ?, 
But what might be the ifibe of contentions therepn ? And con- 
tentions are fure to be apprehended. An ambitious and intriguing 
prince would probably k> balance the parties as to play them ott* ' 
againft one another, land endeavour to avail himfelf of their ani- 
mofities, to enilave the nation. To efFedt which purpofe he will 
probably firft- weaken the landed intereft, and then annihilate the 
monied : for no government will remain with an embarrafting en- 
cumbrance that can poftibly fhake it off. This is perhaps the ' 
moft favourable turn that we can hope affairs may take at firch, a 
crtfis : for fhould actual tumult and confufion arife therebh, as it ' 
is not onreafeiiable to fuppofe may be the caie, there is no faying \ 
to what extent mifchiefs -might operate, or v^fhere they would ' 
end. The crown itfelf may; be overborne l^ popular fury; the 
fucccffion violated) if nbtloffl; and the nation perhaps Idc fubjeded 
by a foreign power.; while with our civil liberties our religion be- 
comes entirely deftroyed. Thefe are the gaping gulphs before us, 
towards which we have fuffered ourfelves, by blind credulity and 
heedlefs inconfideration, to be led: and from which we muft ha- ' 
fHly rtturn, or the difficulties of efcape will encreafe upon us. 

To enumerate the evils of our national debt, would be to re- 
count almoft all the dangers, follies and iniquities of the times. 
To that unnatural and unfolid wealth, our luxury is undoubtedly 
owing : iot the dangerous excefs thereof took root and has grown ' 
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up with it. The r eadattfe of Intdtitiifes ctf tttatky in fach. {*(*- 
perty is no lefs the foundatiob of that fpirit of it^^mte whicb^ I 
may fay, riots to efidrmity in thenadon^ To toe Infetbodiof 
fecuring fo much individual incbmc as wfll ^ubfiil tfatni^ &) many 
people of limited fortoif es are eilcooniged to choose t Ufe cf idle*- 
nek and celibacy, to the fnppoit and encoorag^Eimii of triffing: 
^imd pernicious amufdmencs, 4itidtotfaettndfi:uUtingaftbeiniixte 
t)f men, by tomhig ttcm from honourable to tmwovHiy xAye&Bz 
for people who have nothing to f^dmrive iDot how to kill:tiM^ 
\and make ibemoftof iifq {nfignificaiit tife^ aoe die fe^im943f 
others from the great duties of fociety ; and therein the ao&pe^ 
ftilenc poffoneirs cfi the liianners god prittbiple& of t community i 
infomoch that if allfacli, with their paper or their niooejr, were 
to be fele^ted and thrown inta the fea, the mrtbn would be fat*' 
nefiteed by their delirOAion* It pte^ents likewiie tlie exwtiai 
^conjoined capitals, obtaiiidd by honeft indtifhy^ icombmat 
enopbyed tt> purjjofes the mpft ufdfful to the pufafic i while it a& 
-£dlt even the length and vitals of our conitiastipnfld^axid natknn^ 
pcfwqr, by enervating oar m)n<)s las wdl as bodies, and diAidin^ 
^sforallfpiritedattd patriot duty*- ' " * i - ;: 

i'l;:n<yw of no obe real advtiHt&ge whatever that can be £iirijr 

{faid tcf avift from otur nati&nal ^bt; for that affigned bjr ^« 

J&me^ ip his confid^atiOns of dils fubje^b, is abfelutely without 

tiie leaft foundation : n^mely^ that it aflHts commerce by emd^ling 

merchana to kee|> fuch ftockd of money at command as may te 

reqoilite for dccafional great undertakings* Whweas hothii^f i^ 

more certain than that we hud maeh giqatei ' m a ichan te and^^em^ 

-jucrcia) undertakers before public ^bts were contracted than aits 

at prefent to be found among ti&. Nor is thete a neoeffity of pii|iu 

:lic fund^ for merchants to tmploy money dbat they want to Jiavb 

:at command 1^ an emergence! as exchanging^ iim^onntkig, and 

-matfy odttArtlading pradlk^ would ^ly anfwer that purpofe. B^ 

-^des^ a matt's emiheAt dealings and engagements abroad^and $t 

home givfc him very powerful perional eredie. Mr. SuttMy ibr 

-examplt, ib the I'eign of Queen EUzab^tby engroffed the capitfid 

^the bafik of Genoa^ with no^her refoureei ^uid I coold in* 

*f^XjiGt tdmoft as great occfafionsll :undert^kings-by{»eepie of tltfe 

prefent age, made both abroad and at home, upon the fame foun-* 

dations : all fuch fuppofitions, therefore, was in that author, a 

conceding of more than his fubjedt, in truths required of him. 

At the conclufion of the late war, France was encouraged to an 
encreafe of her American encroachments by an opinion that our 
public debts would difable us for recommencing hoftUities> and 
to that opinion we are folely beholden for our prefent embroils. I 
know, from the bed authority, that while our late redu^on of 
intereft was depending^ their miniflry hekl it to be a laaeafure that 

was^ 
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was impradicable for ours to carry into execution : and that they 
were confounded on finding themfclves miftaken therein. The 
diftovery perhaps came too late to prevent the iil effedts of xnea- 
iures» they had. planned and probably ordered into execution, in 
confequence cf their fiiA fuppofition ; which poffibly they may 
•have fihce been fprry for having done. However, let it fare to 
make ub fenfible.of the dangers we involve ourfi^lves in by enr 
crea^fig fuchefurumbrailces and entandooients :. all nations are 
^fettcotive! to.our .circumftances,^. and will be difpofed to take every * 
advant^ thcrefcom> : that the unhappinefs: of their fituation m^ 
encourage/! r 

: England has not perhaps experienced, a .mcore difadvantageoas 
^balance of trade 'in any year, for near half a centnry. fKift, than 
4ht has: done- in.lihc pretent. And yet what:do w^ hear of the 
immenfe fumsibferol, and the manner it is done in, towards a 
tiew ]fub£briptioh for ihc government loan of the approaching year i 
l)ofis not this incontrovettiyy verify my hypothcfis in a former 
jpaper, thatour great debt is, , like a monfter, bloting from . an in«- 
ternal diflcmp^.? That it is only paper growine out bf paper, 
fwelied up by public and private rapine: In.wnich> fUcn. new 
^cvM eftates are however forming as if fufi^red to continue grow- 
ing, muft eat. out ourfoli^ inhefitance of land and labour; and 
by encreafing. all the evils I have now mentioned, complcat our 
national defkudion* I know that this is no: time for a reforma- 
tion to be: fully .wcought in: Yet.fonae preparatory corre^ifciona 
m^ fiire be attempted, Abuies in office and the nufapplicatieoB 
of public money are the firft needful preventions to be tlK)ug)tt o£ 
•Luxury (hen muft be bled at every vein ; and thereby tiuf-mo- 
-tives to rapine be in foihe njeaiurie removed. Reafonmuft be aided 
tin the recovery. of her rightful afcendency over. our paffioAs: 
When now-dazzlpd Britons will behold their, great interefls in a 
true medium of light : Th^ wUl be convinced that n^oderate ac- 
quiiitiotis, vt^ith national liberty, ftrength and fecurity, are prefe- 
ntble to enormous ones at the hazard, or with. the tof$, of thofe 
jpublic bleffihgs ; without the enjoyment pf which, in .any rank 
-whatever, or with any degree of fortune however fecuijed,. nei- 
ther themfelves or their pcSerity caix be truly honourable or hfppy« 
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J There is a flrangc/afUnehef^^i frofti lofig ctrftom, crcj>t rnto all 
jrjipks t)f bjcn wkh/regafid tb^ebHc debts, not uiilJkfeAvhat 
divines fo vehemently complain of with regard to tfi^ii* retl- 
r.l ^r ^lous dofifrincsi. i ' ; - ; :Ht?M£. . 

OjoQinifter-of flatfe his evef ^n hardy enough 
to declare opeAlly that om natidIia^dtbt ^as ndt 
danjerou© as Wt)l as^ttconvenrertttothe public. 
Itife true fMMOf Aeir inftruments, who had 
no.repttfwfohto haTfafd,. have, and perhaps by 
thttir diteftjwij, ^ ehilfevteiitcirf tcr fophifticate rea- 

_ ^ fon OT fo4]td a^Cafafe; ,aridm fb doing. may Jiavp 

contributfed ©9 perplexr jiidgmertts. tfiarthey 

waifted the hondt^ or abilities^fo enAijghttn'. The hiihi^ef Vhe 

migljwt:ha*e difeharged'thofo iiiciimbra*K»e^^^^ kttd did not, ^as' hfm- 

fclf thr iftvctttar.of thti fittlttiigf^fiiHd; the 'wifeft nVerf^^ that 

^f^H IJb thought of for that gc^^Purjidfe." Thii heofteii boafted 

^fji even tp-a dcgrw of vain gtet^yi; \vliiA ttie^fe what his pteten- 

fions |i^ public, at leaft, weifes aW^ pet^aps his abilities were talked 

iii nothing mckxf than in ftcteHy contriving how to render the 

,t^;.fcheme ht Mpcaced openly fo proud ot, abortive : but his fuccef- 

'VQl4.i. - : *. fors 
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fors have even mortgaged that fund, which was founded for our 
redemption. 

His motives for fuch a proceeding are eafily comfMrehended; and 
have been fufficiendy commented upon in the courfe of thefe pro- 
du6tic»is. But the evil^ iinoe his time, has fo greatly encreafed 
upon us, that its hurtful effeds are become apparent, and its fa- 
td tendencies now fo clearly feen, that I hold enlargement to be 
unnecefTary thereon ; and tnerefore (hall content myfelf, at pre- 
fent, with but iimply inflandng the greateft of them. 

Our national debt, in times of peace, occafions taxes too bur- 
theofome to the poor : and it raifes the prices of labour and ma- 
, terials, to the weakening of our foreign commerce ; by fendiiig 
our conunodities dearer to market than thofe of rival nations. 

By the difficulties and hazards it brings upon government, in 
times o£ waf , it difhefles an^ eo^barrafies admihillrations. And 
in times of hnminent, or imi^ary danger, it expofes the nation 
to the depredations of mercilefs plunderers, and even to the rilk- 
of conilitutional confuGpn. 

It creates a property and dependance that throws a civH power 
into the hands of nhinifters, which may Endanger liberty, at the- 
fame time that it expofes the crown to hazards, from popular rc- 
fentment and the terrible efforts of defperation. * 

It leiTens our power arid importance in the opinion of forfigg - 
nations! tem{^ our great natural enemy to continual encroach- 
ments Si, and vveakcna the reliai^ce that £riendly powers flieuld 
have on us for affift^nce, either in their own immediate, or a com- 
mon contingent caufc. . • ^- ' 

It opens a dangerous drain of bullion from the kingdom, in 
the reniitting of dividends 5 making us thereby pay a kind of de- 
pendant tribute to; pth^r countries; to the impoverifliing of ou3- 
lelves and the enriching of them. . f ] 

It Jieijens the figure aqd fecuaty of our conimerce, by with^ 
drawing powerful capites therefrom; and turns that; application 
which otjierwife woqld be exerted for the improvement and exr 
tenfion of trade, to tte. oppreffing* of it, either by plundering 
dealings with the government, or by engrafting fuch ftocks into a 
fpecies pf artificial riches as becomes: bUrthenfome to folid pro- 
perty, and an encum1:^;Hice on laboUr and traffic. 

It envies thofe :in the fecret of affairs, with their tools and de- 
pendantjs, to, cheat the Innocent and unwary, l^ ocoafionally avaiK 
ing theipfelves 5>f thofe paffipns which the circumftances of ap , 
fairs or their pwnr craft may infpire: them with; to the accurtfuk- 
tioOj pf fuch over proportions of ipropecty into a few hands as may. 
enable them to ppprefs and eqdaniger the community. 

It multiplies idle and unprc^ble people to the ilate, in officers. 
tax gatherers and flock^holders, .and thereby encqurages celibacy; 
luxury and vice/ 
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; :T4ie€normity of .tajfatioDi* along with the extravagance pro- 
. moted t^y ^tifipal dch^s,: and the numbers ofi people taken into 
, government employe, fire difcouragements to matrimony; and 
therein the meai^spf lowering! our national power, by leilening 
the bulk of our people. Another evil is, that the metropolis, by 
being the Scene of all (nonty tt^rtfaftioris as well as of govern- 
ment, and I may fay, of pleafufe, dr^ws to it too great a flux of 
people, to the draining of the proivinces, even while commerce is 
fhiftjng Ificr ftations to other parts of the kingdom : ; which is a6hi« 
^Jlyih^ cafe, to a remarkable degree. /' ; ; : : . t 

A continual encre^ife pf ai^ijBcial property, creates an unboand-* 
edti^ifitof rapine in one part of :the people, and as unlimited a 
^prp^pi)and.hc^4l?&:4i^]^ ip the other: ifatal fources: dlike 
of ihjs enfeeblipg fplji^s ami deflxuiftive viee^ that reign among lis. 
]Ht^d,\ve.Boqe butfolid ^iches, w^c (hould;baMQ:more virtue and 
^gr^^tpr national ftrength ; and,tbt,bleffings of life 'would be nrare 
equally diftnbptcd; ^^d fnor^, gjjptt^raljy eojbyed than at pirefent. 
If iqo^ n)uch real wealth debaficj^e^ dnd ruftdS* a;people, asvohfer-* 
yatlpn muft Convflpcp; us^ ha^d}^^s been, an^.kver will be,.tlhe 
'qafe iihow nn^ucj^ .fftftpr ijvu,ft^^r).ienQrmovs ^creation of Ihadowy 
jirbperty ^aftpn a )fipgdqpa<qat^ downfall ?- ;Tp be fatisfied of j the 
cS^^s thereof amop^ \^, : ^ye ne<j4 b»t . cdn^pv^ <>i>r .military t^pk^ 
ratidn? y^ith tfyjfep^gwny^ iir.thc.prefent {pint .0^ 

our.copnlry,;i|irij^t^t 4^ agg^ prior i(P>tilb6 teia «f ;our lftA>ptk 
ipg fp.fa^ a piaa ;of poljcy. . , A; f<}heppiC we! fii::ft borrowed frcon: 
the Dutch, viijq zvc/ ^^xriC^lv^^ by it;, ».we, byipcrfc- 

veripg therein, jir^>ot^ly nojiift.bf. , ^ -- ; . ;..:n^;il: 

A^ife and honc{| jnen havei; fropi : th^n^rft, Ibundation o£;t^ 
evil, fo^cfeen andf Retold jth(?^4*^ru^Y« «ffe(Jlt of it, . But .mi^ 
nifl;ers ha|ire been fuch bad; mcfoij^aii ifgrthcsiciown ternpownry* 
cnds^.they luvftimL^ c^ygilftiye^iplfi^S/ flf nfcce0ity, iv^ifih^ 

out a,*juJ[l; foupcj^inyj.fipf :paU^ reafon fibd- 

fair ^{^guj^QentjCpij^.noti jiqi^ and; public 

lafety^havp heep ^PW?4. to^4^«r, ^th^t spmbioations of conqo*. 
rftip't^ jfiugj^t thril^e. fjtja^^ nic. ii»QPfiit and meritbrk' 

pvk.., jPublicvirii4C5T^ 4?Wghe4,Wt:pf .CfliwtenaJnee, ondj 

pwblic nonouf ji^^fciji^^ ; j^h^ ^^iafed bstearyftw roightibe iub-i 
eefsfld m^ieycry,^ v^Who apjftf)gfti#fttW^^ at.dfltfinff: 

corrupter, that boailed. Every man^J^,{tf>f pftifttt, h^bis pftihtf. 
aqd of ji tyf^tmp<9^5r, jyh^ ^i^i^fi ii)[iiptt^ftce to deckutiin 
ap/^y^rfu) J zffGxm^ bqif^g rtoade ^yhy ham 

wprt^' mciiyf^rif .fli^S^dJri^^^ opipl^nj^nts ia tl^i far- 
vice otthejr'Kwa^ mim/leriiifJkUs 
^vQuH'fe a pfifuj Jjs/iow^inde^ mm anifwba 
'ivasndt (Aedient to\bfs^ ?r^<Ti? ,Tba$i8j(.wiw P.ii> ijoT sacrifice 

HIS CONSCIENCE J^^ ci^.CITjV TO HIS IMITE' 

RESTS- 
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ltE«T8 ra CIVIL EMfPLovMENT. He&cc haVeoiiT nadonal afiioni 
^tng)^, virtue, honour, £ecunty and vreiJPaFC been deftroyed $ 
and )ience do we deiive the prev^ling fraud, infidelity, imbeci- 
lity and infamy, fhat wt now fo iignally fuffer froni and la- 

Facial regards, like the lean kine in Pharaoh's viuon, have eat 
up all ths more valuable and noble pa0km3 of the -Human heart. 
A pateiotaffe^on for the community, has been long a reproach 
from thetongues-and^ fcolF in die mpathft of fa<ftionand its leaders. 
When the worthy Sir Jofepbjthfl was difcovered, from a generous 
regard for the fafety and happinefs of three kingdoms, to have l^- 
qiieathcd a gfeat partof the fortune he had perionallv acquired to k 
fund iar die redeihption of our public inheritance ; tn^ enhimbnnk 
of which he perceived threatened every fpecies of ruin to'hiscbunr 
fry;: I f^, whenthepartizan^of corruption and proftitution, fa w 
a precedent fet fo dangerous to their intereftsi and fo dcftru^ve to 
their curling fyfteta^ they emplbyed all their vile inftrumcnts, t6 
ndtcule &) ^qerous a pf inciple, ^d to decry, as an injuflice to par- 
ticiil^ts^ the nobleA ad of patriotiim that the fneha of mi^hkui^s 
the affeftionaCe member of a communis, could, perform* Peopl^ 
wercitaught to laugti at a man's pretending to fbrve the nation, at 
whft was catted hk fat&ity expence : and tto ceniiire,^ as an ihiqtdty'y 
the leaving c^ a fortune he had himfelf railed from the publid, to 
thq |biblic uie and benefit \ and acecM-dingty (eSbduaHy to difcbiint^^ 
nancealikedifpoAfionin 6thers)thegenerofity ofthefliate w:asnl9det6 
reitonpce itg^owft right: io> advantage from liis. virtue i aiid even t6 
fiigmatize his memory^ by treititing the .moft fdleinn aft of h& 
l^tas the work of a Ittnatk: ^defeating thereby a noble intention 
foTithe fcrvice of his country, which irfiat great.and good m^nrdiiP' 
conseccd, and endiiavobred to eflfe^ by bis hft will and teita^ent. ^ 
> I Qlerioos and g^eatare (be l%ttes,\ when thepropiotion of publiid 
welfare is deMibd th^^ firit ^^iX ^rficuEar^: and proportlonabl^ 
vibi and iafamou^ aft * thdcl agfes • ih which ^rticuKars are a^ eager 
to preyjupon the Community; e'iflL^litein fuch degenerate »raV,i4 
in the condition^ ^^ disVdifed ^fttgle/ Who, b<?ing firft f^tipt of hli 
^nmagebyt6wering4p6iki'6 •^^•^ * • .^ j% •.^. ■ -. ^-^ 
priyitiohitt jbatwi^ p^wer^, 
$|iaUy devoti#ed4»y the ve 
andnipft dofpkdWeof beirigs.^^ 
. IHsd^that good mm bequei^lted hisfortune to a college,^ 'i dty; 
compw^s^ or anihc^pital, for^HeiihtroVdiniht 6f gluttony, 6r the 
pkidiij^of abufe^ liris lal^will^^Kid Men' duefy evented, ^d his 

wifiloin, UkehibVi^tlie^ \i4>ii^X^veTem.^^^^^ E^ut 

^ ; to aim atfervingthepiMd, by means that d^countenanced the 

phmderers of ity was a |pra£tic^ too dangerous to their calling to t>e 

Aifibmd to pafs cdrrtiM^and^ttkir^re his endeavour wai iftdCiftri-: 

oufly 
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oufly trade to. be dcfpifed, and evtn retilcd) /% ,^e millioa; the un^ 
Worthy and ungrateful objcds of his patriot and pious regard. 

All writers and fptakers of SirRooert Walpole (after wardis fiarl of 
Qr/or//) allow that his not paying off neiore of the public debt than he 
did, during his long adminiftr&tion, at which time the nation enjoyed 
profound ;peace^ was an unpardonable error. But can reason or juftice 
allow it to have been an error of judgment only? Or fhould it not 
rather be pronounced a determined guilt of the will? as he could not 
hxA have finned under the full conviSion of fatal confequences. 
• " What (fays Jdr. Hume) fhall we fay to the new paradox, That 
public incumbraficjes .gre, .of themfelves^- advantageous^ indepen- 
dent of the neceflity of cohtracfling them ; and that any ftate, even 
though it \itrere riot preffed by a foreign enemyj could i^t pofCbly 
*^ have embraced a wifer expedient, for projiioting commerce and 
^^ riches, than to create funds, and debts, and taxes^ with||it liimi- 
^^ tation? Difcourfes, fuch as thefcy might, naturally have pafled for 
*' trials of wit amongft rhetorician$5 like panegyrics on .folly and t 
** fever, on Bujiris and Nero^ had .we not fcen fuch abfurd mayfms 
•** patronized, by great minifters, and bv a whole party among us. 
>^ And thefe puzzling arguments, (for tney deferve not tHe •anoe of 
/* fpecious,) tho' they could not be the foundation of LordOr/or/s 
** condud, for he had more fcnfe; ferved at \t2Sit0 keep bis partizahs 
** in countenance y and perplex the under/landing of the nation'"^ 

But to what purpofes were his partizans to be kept in cquntenanc^^ 
and the underftanding of the nation puzzled ? Was there any public 
^^ood to .rcfah front it^ -ar was . it. not qalcuUted^ fqlely for partial 
party-advantage ? Did the nation thereby acquire folia wealthy to 
.xmkcit refpe^able in peace and formidable in war? Were the ho* 
:nour, rights, and dignity of our country afferted and maintained^ 
-not to fay extendedj^amongft : foreign ftiates ? Was commerce par- 
- ticulady patronized^ ubproved and enl^ged? Was ceconomical orcler 
enforcdi at home, or leifure and ;attention emjJoyed in correding 
abufes in employment, in freeing the qbfbuded channels of Juitice^ 
reforming manner?, nurfing arts, improving fciences, encouragmg 
' learning, or ftrengthepiqg moral and religipus pradlices among the 
-people?/ No: the revjerfe of aU thefe happened. The nation was 
. kept impoverifiied by.a modtg^ge to foreigners: enormous taxes were 
i)ot only kept .tipy but alfo encreafed, to bad purpofes: coomierce 
langutfhed imder a thojafand oppreffions, as I am ready to prove, and 
intend to give in,ft^(:es of, from foreign ilates: national dignity was 
tamely fuflfered to be trampled upon, and naidonal fpirit boveed, by infult- 
ing and encroaching inferior powers ; from daftardly fear arifingfrom a 
^onfcious debility in corrupted principles and efieininated manners at 
home: where no true genius was rewarded; no exalted tidents 
fought after : no practices encouraged but what had their foundation 
ia chicanery^ impudence and fervility : till we became profligate in 
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til prat^ce, and, a^ fay^ amtictHreeld aathor^ldl year, re%ioh entktly^ 
rooted from among tis* 

The growing luxary^ of dhat time, was the iufcjeft of frequent ani- 
madvethon, for which be conftantly apdogitei, by^ failing it waa thd 
natural and fttre efkA erf* flourifhing trade and encreafing riches : ar«« 
gaments that he Wellicnew were absolute fal^hoods. For during 
his^dmimflration our foreign commerce loft^ound^ andfoiidzwialth 
rather leflened than encreafed among us i an our boailed aequifiekma 
being no other than accumulations of pemkious and precarious paper i 
while . his fappings of our national ftrength^ vigour^ virtue^. integrity 
and honour, are from -difgraiefal examples now undeniably Ceed and 
heavily lamented. ! > 

Such have been the atchiefvement^ of his genius ! Such the faldling* 
^h^itfS entailed 'upon his country T But beiiig convinced of the mea*^ 
""iiiit/^^jf have <bnighly exalted us oft thcf pillar of inftlmy, at the very 
'bl&k of deibrudion, to vvhich we have tamely fuffered hini arid his 
' aidl|erei|ts to, lead us, it is high time we fet about working at our re^ 
dtip'ptlon, by totally reveriing our condud : the prefent feafon only {ft 
OtTr owTiy and God Almighty alone knows how long it will continue f6 
be imi^Qvable by us. No nation has hitherto come to deftrudlioftr, 
l^ithout evident tokens, and timely forewamings of approachihg.ruirt'^ 
and which,^ that it was not prevented, has always been owing to fa|iiAb 
inattention and .{hort-fighted guilt : dozed by.emafculating delights, tfc 
engroffcd by little purfdits, they neglefted thofe that were the mod 
ht)poitaht ; fuch as public virtue aftd general fecurity : for the kft^ is 
dependent on the firft; and fare to be undermined, and loft, by ctvo* 
Idsnef$, infatuation and iniquity. .. • 

\ Aj5 every wife ti^an now fees, and one of the grcateft in power Ibs 
lately acknowledge, the ruinous lituation 6f our a^kirs; whsoh is and 
c^i be derived ^ from, np other caufe than our public debt: to^endu- 
vogt'to temoyc that; fource of k)Ur^Ailt and misfortalnes, mUf^ of conife 
be the tnhfX publi^i-fpirited work *hat can 'poflibly be underfaken. I 
haye^ therefore premiled thus much,- to pref^re^the public fiftteiitbniQr 
iianc confideratjons which I flldl, in my next paper, offer c^x^itfaatfisb- 
jedc- not as entire novelties, but;as a fyilem cooipouhdcd from > ttie 
thoughts of many 5 which I iha# fo digeft as to mkfce ity HE not ME^^ 
tlcntly complcat, at leaft edHy im*ph>veabte fytio^ felntaiy a^puipofc* 
$t3that aH will depend upon the integtHty of bu^ fl^ift»i, iwhicbal 
Wetehd not to doubt j and orily aim toow^r, wHiegdoiiminOTio^itt- 
flre to ti^^t, "trials t)f ^errtruA j touchftohes-af dieitf pwa^ 
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\ The^atiegl cannot now h|»r ^ackins;} and if cff^^&l rgBgfidjgs 
1' "? be^noH^eedily taken^^^ cale is delperatc. The fecurity and 
M * intereft of the crown, 3ie power arid reputation of the kingdom/ 
r './ .the credit and honour of th«niiniftry, ^lepcnd'upon doing this 
i > : great work.— -—There is nothkig therefore left to be done, but 
: : 'lOT all honeft men to join^ heads, hearts, and hands, to find 
► . all means to difcharge the publick burthens, and to add no 
:; J more to themj^ to fearch every mcafure how we can leffen the 
I ' "national expcnccs; to aTOid all occafions of engaging in new 
*'. > cones- and to do all in our power to encreafe trade and publick 
:•! wealth, without facrififcihg it to joBbs and private views. 
V /.Which condudl alone will enable us honeftly to pay .oflF what 
Wip owe, and to become once more a free, rich, happy, and 
1 - flourifhing people. 1 - Trenchard. 

Succeflioii of adminiftrations have proceeded fo 
far in levying taxes and mortgaging their; pro- 
duce, that miniflers are at length t>eoome diftref- 
fed fbr.means tofurniih fupjplies for hew^created 
funds s induflry being burtbened to. the endan- 
gering of it^ property loaded till it is almoft 
annihilated, power and morality weakened . 
' . . by the toleration of the worft kind of the 

wohl of vices^ drunkennefs with drains^ and till general luxury, 
VOL;!. $ • <hc 
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the bane of alt virtue and uodernuncr of all fecuritj^ hLbecqnie 
neceflarj to be encoura^idi for the fake of o^ttribiitione towarda 
the kipport of go vor omenta So that, however fiiocking to confide^ 
ratioiiy we ate reduced to fo miferaUea plight that we dare Dot 
trufl to virtue nor attempt reformatioiH kft by the txperiment we 
tre undone. And yet undone we inevkably muft be, and tit is to 
be feared irretrievably^ by purfiiiug the coutfe we are. at prekntkn 
for the fatal pradtice of creatine paper inheritances out of paper 
money, and loading land and larour to fupport them, have almofl 
readied the end of the line that fraud and impofture have twifted 
for lis extent: not from a Hkelihood of a failure of fubfcriptiooi^ 
while fcraps of paper can with iuch facility be coined for thoufands, 
andll^iverfal fpiri| of rapine contributes unbounded fcope to the 
^^ ' ^ ^. iuch wfeaUh; W naeans to mdrtgage willrbe found wan- 
lid property muft become- like what a great deal of it is 
» Holkmd ; th«t is, c o nfid e rablj worfe than nothing: " 
g eftates in that country which, from an overcharge of , 
taxes, people would be glad to give money to get rid of. 

. Hnw nrarly wr alrtady approMh-to fttcha coftdrtionin o ne kin d "■* 
of proberty, let any man determine who is fuHkiently acquaiofed ^ 
with ilie flluation, at prelent, of leafe-holdeilates, and even of ibme 
abfolute proprictorfhips, in. and about the metrc^polis^ fronfieaktN-^ 
lating what the liquid produceofm^ny of them is;, after the groutid- 
landlord's rent it paid, and the taxes knd dues of the King, paridi 
and clergy are dedudted, or allowed for. Sure I am that tbei^ are 
m^ny eftates atthiatimq, inhouies, that are rather chargeable than 
profitable to* their ownera: andl boldly appeal to hoheft reafon and 
lage experience if the appeanuices for fu^re alteration are not 
clearly and greatly again^ than ? tfere then do we behold one fpe- 
cies of property aUnoft fwall(rare4 ^p and gone already. So that 
(mau^e aU the cbicaneuea of ccaft and faJiihood)irom the eiiquiries 
q{ candour into the evils and advaa^iglDS of pubUck. credit, this de- 
monflration is evident, and top clear to be cri)lcured by t^ clouding 
chicanery of a thousand fallacious arguments, thai ^ihaC. is already 
the conditknof one kindcf^oUd, pr^rty^ aw^, frtm the fame conti^ 
nued fro^refs.qf tbingSy infallibly become^ intime^ the c^ with all. 
When landlords aqd labourers, if they caa be brought to fufier it^ 
mmft pinch andbeftarved, that placemen may plunderto the extent 
of their wifhes, and ftock-holders live entirely at fhm eafe, and 
enjoy abundance. 

The finking fond, which was projeiled for redeeming our 
mortgaged inheritance, the refinements of modern policy have 
irtvpfovcdinto nficaris fbr oroducing a quite contrary cfEsd:, by adding 
immenfelf to the encumorance.' When that is pledged for as much" 
o#tttorethan it will produce, our very hopes oF retrieval willrbe., 
gone : and our fitoation may be fuch as may make loans more Be^ 
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. cd&ry th^^p every wjjik we ace Ui vwu ^of ,\i^ewithim td jaife 
them uppnj. whicli,t|jat diftje^ p^ jjiu^ 
vermnent upon expedients tl^aj \f^ hjipf4 t[]Wf; 19^.9^^11 property, 
and every thing that is xah^lp: j^w^ dw tp-^ua, Our attentive 
neighbours and afliduQUS tm}^^^ itrencb^ vpry ekarly &§ and 
fully comprehend the inconvqwences.. axwi dangers, of ow . pulJiic 
debtsi and thcrqfore^ it i&tab^ ^^P^ willnevier fuflfer ws ,tt> eajoy 
uninterrupted peace ehough tab^jaWc, i^ the o^di^ry WAy,. tp.dif- 
charger any very gonfiderabk ]j^rt of theaa* Some, extraordinary 
method? rauft therefore be tioacly.thpughti of; ajFni 10 my hunaUe 
opinion th^ lefs inyflery there af^pcar^ in thfXB^ jih^l0&liflhkthey 
will be ta fruftrato>a or abuie. , . : 

As, to fecure peace and profperitj^ we muftbejrefpeded j. t»be 
rcfpeaqd muft be powerful^ to be poweiful, rich;, to he ricl^ 
out of debt i po man (houid be diec^nied to tMnk Wly w!hQ*pr» 
bofes but plaufible means fbf prpixipting thoi« public blei&;igsu 
Varioi)s fchemes for whicl> have b^en &eqiiu;ifttly^ bu^ hx^ttm 
fruidefsly, offered; if w^hat I My^ to propo(<^ th^e&re fhould 
happen to be found eitbc;!: ipipra^^Ucable or qoacceptable; it 
WiUTbe^ at the woril, but addia^g one vaiA projed:or to t^ gnat 
huniber that have already exercifed \h^\f t^l$i>t^ on the {uatdatet^ 
ireftiag fubjed to no purpoie. . ... ^^-'* :: 

However advantageous pubKc eiicuio^l^-aAcc&.aretQ mkttft^rs; 
% extending levies upon the people^ a^^ ibwrqlgr sncrcaficg 6soi6^ 
luments, and naiiltiplying depen4^q(;ip$ bn ibcQifidves, aU..ipri£i 
men agre^ in allowing they ace ^^^jn^ffic^o^ to the ctomn ki 
its operations abroad, .aire dangerous. tp.it$ jSecwit)! at home,.>a|idi 
cvenexpofea the foveraign to coatrq^l /rppi hw/cyvanp. To tho 
crown therefore they muft la« coofidw^d as »».gr»t ^wAy ae, firoin 
the burthens they create they ui^^j/sp^l^ly fire. to >theid)a«ad and 
labpuring parts ot tW people. WJ|gt tl^]:]pfere il it^nricms^to aHy 
all Jihould proportlonaUy contribi^^^.thA r^mpv^^ic of: and a* 
ordinary meafis ace not like tp» prevo^efiicaicipu^ cxtnvkdinacjfi 
ones ihimli be applied ^ and timely .qccajiioitt fdMd foe a fpeod^. 
dpiijg of what we are i?pt like )jc:aUpw^d,a long lei6ire by. oof 
natural rivjals and natipnid encipio^.^ ^ccompUiiyfte. 

Publif debts are na ways^ta bejd^har^ butt bgf. tte applicatioa 
of apolitkat fpu^^e, or witkmofipfs^ or money Vwortm The^ 
firft of thefeis a method ft^U of €tSf^]Sy 9nd icrjfidlice: afid.howw. 
ever iafely prai^cable by abibki^ go^envncott; ia limited men 
narchies muA be deemf^d prcjpAPt.wiih every kind of danger* 
Honeil paymfrnt then k th^ qnt]{ digtbU^moiift fee us to apply, 
or think bi: and to bcr fucceftlul t^r«in.we! imuft not detay 4>urt 
applications till the difcaie has f? wfitkcjMd chk vccy titak, as to 
reader all remedies ineffe^tn^ ifer t^ ^UE<« 
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I have In two preceding pjtpers pointed out the means for im- 
proving our public revenue, by retrenching enormous and imne- 
ceflary expencesj and of encreafing our national ftock of bullion, 
by making requifite regulations for the beneficial augmentation of 
our exports, and the reftraint of imports that are pernicious: two 
of the wife meafures ftrongly recommended by the uncorrupt le- 
giflator, able politician, and true patriot, from whofe writings I 
have feleded the motto at the head of my paper. Thefe prepa- 
ratory fteps towards redemption, ^ mortgaged and injured nation 
has a right to expeA /hould be fpeedily taken. The minifters 
therefore who, it is hoped defervingly, have acquired fo lafge a 
portion of the confidence of their diftrefled fellow-fubjeds^ can 
^vc no ftronger proofs of their integrity, nor fo furely eftablifli 
ihcir own weight and power by any other methods, as by their 
pufhing thofe pomts ; and, therein, endeavouring an evident and 
important beginning of our defired reformation. The public trial 
of fpirits, in a felf-den^ing caufe, is what is moft ardently wiftied 
for by the people, who arc grown as weary of cxpeding as of 
fufFering : and thereupon become impatient (the thinking part' of 
them at leaft) for demonflration where they are to rivet their re- 
liance and affedion ; or where they are to root their relentihent 
and ,j>roieQute their revenge. ' * /' j; ^ 

, When oeconomy is eftabliflbtd ifor faving, and wifdom has ip- 
l^icd care for the encreafing of our gain, other meafures may be 
taken.for more powerful operations. Of thefe, the mcift inipor- 
tant that can be thought of the crown may contribute, by afford-: 
ing means for turning burthenfome artificial- wealth Into ftrengfli-' 
ening folid*propePty. This may be effedted by alienating fo much* 
of OMVrVmftey firefty . and chace knds, (which are now only charge- 
able -to govermncnt, nor are ever like to be of any greater ufe to 
the cDown thaii for making occafional grants therefrcwoi to infi- 
nuating or importunate fuiters, or to fwell the incomes of employ- ' 
mentis ^already ynreafonably great) for the extinguifliing of fo* 
much of our public debts as may, at leaft, entirely difengage the 
Sinkii^g Fund : which, being left to its natural operations, will 
quickly produce favipgs fufiicient, with the help of the increafing * 
bullion that improved commerce will produce, to pay off our 
&rei^n creditors : at the fame tioEie from a confervationof all taxes ' 
but for' a few years, fuch.a furplus of produce from them will 
arifbias to enable the- government to open, and even enforce, large ' 
fubfcriptions of funds or ftocks to life- annuities, which ftiould be 
grai^tcd only to people refiding in the kingdom : all of- which 
means, workii^ together, or in fucceffion, ^ould in a few years, ' 
with as much lafetyras utility to &e puUic, free us gradually from 
our embarrafiing and dangerous encumbrances : -and, along with * 
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die redemption of our national inheFitance, proddce every- good 
efieft that the moft patriot wifhes c^ a^ire to. 

Tixe^^ieatadvantages that are to refult from the fpee^ aiid 
honeft'pdrfoit of the meafores here propofed, are the efieifluar 
removal of the many ruinous evils enumerated in my lisift paper ; 
hv removing all grounds of di(cont6nt'aad difaflfediori m thepeo^* 
pw, giving die crown power, weight and dignity abroad, refto-* 
ring induray, virtue and fecunty'^ home, feving ix)fteri^ frobi - 
burthens that might otherwife bec6me infupportabte ; fteengthen- 
ing commerce for an abundaint andUalfting growth, upon the <5nly ^ 
i|^ principles for making it flduriflii and the crown and nation- 
alfo, by an augmentation of fdld property, and in an increafec^- 
people,, fay fiirnifhing of them with eligible mreans for their em- 
^jnooent and exilience. : : - ' . 

- T9 UkTc propofals I forefee but one pkufible ob|e<fiion that the 
minions of faction will dare op<^y to urge ^ which is, that the 
fiicrifice required of die crown is tmreafbnaJble. Efledually ta- 
obviate this plea 1 have already- ikid and hinted enou|^h; and ' 
therefore fhaU only add here, that the contribudons aiked fromt 
the crown are not of a nature to hurt its authority by wounding, 
its prerogatives. The lands efTentially ferviceable, either for plea- 
fureor ufe, it is not defired or expeded /houldbe alienated ; and 
to give up ufelcfs or chargeable ones, efpecially for purpofes at 
pretent fo ialutary, and which in future will fo greatly advan-> 
tage government, in the increafe of people and of folid property, 
by nuking what is at preieot ufklefs become ufeful ; I fay, on a 
full and fair difcuflion of the point, I trufl candour will pronounce, 
that the conceflions hoped from the crown can be no evil or in«- 
convenience to it, but, on the contrary be deemed ferviceable 
to its interefls, by promoting its own eafe and grandeur, along with 
the happinefs and profperity of the nation. 

The umplicity, facility, and cffedtuality of my fcheme ; is un- 
deniably a proof that it has not been from neceffity but guilt, in 
part adminiftrations, that our national burthens have been Sup- 
ported anc^ncreafed ; for the eftablUhing and encreafing the 
power of ^inifterial fafiions, to the prejudice and diflionour 
of the fovereign, and to the corrupting and oppref&ng of the 
people. 

The ea^ptgs oT royalty, it is hoped, will not hereafter be fuf- 
fered t?J mi/lead Majefty, by whifpcring that government is to be 
ilrengthen£4 by means that debauch the morals and ruin the prin- 
ciples, of a nation : or that the obliging of five hundred with an 
indulgence to plunder five millions, is the way to encreafe public 
affifdtion, and fecure a fuccefiion that a general regard for the 
common interefl would infalliby fupport; and which nothing 
can endanger but the wantonnefs of rapine in ftatefmen and their 

[creatures^ 
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»• 

cmttuMii i»i^ aU Um <>tti^^^ of in vanouA ^oncohutant 
fices. i"^ ■ . ■. 

Tr«f 41 jl, dtet ^fevr tiAy vUo »e reaUf wift«inoag aid ire 
atttnti^tcfliiefem^tttrt. AH fteH «U CKdkiiim agiiihil chs d^' 
fe<^ of iHlr aaHOtel dtW without wiri ng into die cslafeB of 
t&e eviU ^tty fofKel^^ ^> d£«twc£bk <it}nfidcdn|i1^ wfatt ■«»: 
thef are lUEdt to be tbUkored* Ho^fuvetv there arB&Aeoxeqtdif 
feriott ^oi%ht ^ kft m the miCiMki dimigh their iltnfaber iv 
but (ibaSi : b^t>is«> belief tBt»( Ibe geteratf<?f of ptepie cm 
aad witt be recoytred Urom fhiijr deHmim «f pleahlrtUD or ^(}id' 
{Nirfttitp, b^bre k is t(>6 tetc^ 16 a <bber ietefe of thieir dmgoft 
tim^y to €3ttrt Uitaafeltes fot thbit- ^dtivesteee. 

If aay 4b«bta (hooid Krife to die cffic^ of my fcbfci^, t m 
ready to endeavour their Tolution : or if any obje6SoDS t»i bk^ 
flarted to the reaatdd^ of Its ^penttioka Ikk the |pod end ^b- 
pofed, I doubt libtof being abk: to ffive £n^a£totj anfvters. To* 
unpn^iced ttafon I therefore ftis£e my ippeal in kr bdialf $ 
aad hope QnAuf' aftd Botrioid wfll fibadil|r luld AreaaubflypiiP; > 
fucit. 
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Tbo^ diftahttimes fnay rife in Satire*s. page^ 
Yit chief 1th h^t's to draw the prefent age : 
'With wif4omJsJuft^:e^j|ia^ j^ack ©jntrai(l^^ 
Aiid judge theVeighning manners by the pafl. 
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Dr. Br0w^i^ 



B I K, 



Tp the HERALD^ let. 



^HE reading ofyovtr correfpQpdent PuHifUk^ It^qr, 
{nttoduced a train bf reflections tq my miod Uiatr 
have finCe Caufed my feeling many painfi^ i^^, 
tionsj itxA 1 affure you, \fldf. Tell-ihttL' i^^ff^: 
[' kmehr contdmplations^ I have frequcnidQr^iBnid; 
my race burhtog with.a bl^'fl> pf jDhame. t9r .my , 
paft mflttentidTn to the grea( conco^na Which it Wi 
the duty of eyerv' individual Briton ^igbl]f ; t,Q |p- 
giiid, as wefl as for the appartut folly and iiiif^y of ouf tqcd^^ > 
and d^igfenfefrftefimcs. . ' ' :;:'-. 

:Whai We h«vd been> Ve read; what we 9X^^ 3» hqur^s fcber 
confidWafloh niky dontince us. Your pj^pci?>;1t~own, intruded on 
m|f l/hotig|itS'a^ c^lm ibtvey of the melancholy iituation of our pub* i 
Uc ftffaiiB* 1 could not help reflecting how mucH more powerful ^ 
a iti^n^^h oar augufl: fovereigti h^ ever been dee(ned than his ro^4 . 
VOI^^ * nephew, 
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nephew, the King oiPruffia^ how vaftly more numerous his fub- 
je£ls J how greatly fuperiour his revenues} and how infinitely more 
abundant his refources, of every kind, for thefupport and fuccefsful 
profecution of war ; yet what adifparity of figure there appears in the 
military operations of the two nations; FruJJia tvtvy where viiSorious! 
we, bafled in all our fchemes, or cowed, like cowards, into a fear of 
attempting to carry them into execution; I fay, revolving in my mind 
thefe fadts and their confeqoenc^s, my head became involuntarily 
bowed, from a confcioufnefs of difhonour; and I cried out, from 
irrefiftible impulfe, Britain^ thou art an infenfible, an inglorious 
and degenei^ted nation !. . 

But it is to be hoped vice and folly have not yet quite extinguifhed 
all the embers x>f virtue and honour in our hearts. If any latent 
fparks are yet exifting, labour, 5/r, to blow them into a generous 
flame: roufeus, ifpoflible, from the pleafurable follies of women, _ 
to the vigour, refolution and aftions of men ; of men worthy the " 
enjoyment of liberty, andof a happyconftitution, envied and ad- ^ 
mired by the whole world ; of men meriting the great examples, and 
almoiV unrivalled renown, of patriot and heroic progenitors. 

That we are not to look any whefe for the fources of thrcvils we > 
fufFeT from but at home, will be evident from the (Candid difquifi- 
tions of reaibni You have proved, beyond contradidUon, the po^ '^ 
licy to be falle that firft created a. monied intereft, and that it^ ten- 
dency is undeniably to wrctchednefs and ruin. You have evinced 
the fyftenaatical iniquity of iapping all virtue, honour, and, with 
them, fecurity, by extended corruption and unbounded proftitution. 
Purfue your patriot endeavours; fhame us into a fenfe of national 
dignity abroad, and of moral worth and iGpirited emulation at home; 
deted the villany th^ Craft^ necbfBties for the creating of burthep- 
fome taxes, for the fake of enlarging an unconftitutional influence, 
from, briberies in the beftowing of lucrative enapbyments and emo- 
luments; convince the nation, that plundering the public to fup- 
port vice and luxury by pcnfions, is anabufetoo fcandaloufly grofs 
for a free people to, endure; and that monopolies of power fup- 
ported by fleeceings'bf thedeferviiigand incjuftrious, to fatten fuch 
as ftand in the market of ftate to fet confcience and truft to fale, can 
end no otherways than in what we fee coming fail upon us, ge- 
neral infamy, beggary and ruin. 

Thefe, \Afr. Herald^ are fubjeils on which you have already ftid ^ 
enough for public conviction: but I am afraid we are as much an . 
hardened as we are an inattentive people. Proceed then to the en- 
largements you have promifed on thefe heads : redouble your do- 
xnonftrations of the mubhiefs our iniquities a(e involving us in; and» 
by perfeverance, force open our unwilling eyes to behold the gaping 
gulph of perdition, to whofo brink we are blindly and heedkniy! 
hurrying on, ^ ^ ^ ^ 

My 
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My pcrij unfuitcd, I fear, to fuch important fubjefts, k' hovfr- 
evcr tempted to the undertaking of another; of an inferior cl/fs 
indeed, but fuited^ I think, tothegeneralfchemeof your lucubrations. 

An eager purfuit of pleafurable gratification is, no lefs than the 
fordid endeavour after gain by every guilty means, a debilitating 
evil pf the age. And that part of your correfpondent's letter which 
(hews the wonderful afcendency over our minds, which a theatrical 
performer has acquired, affords much fcope, in my opiriion, for 
ferious and morticing rcfledioD. 

Is it not fliocking, to fober confidcration, that fo large a fhare 
of public attention, in times of difficulty, danger and diftrcfs, fhould 
rbc eagroiled, as wc fee is, b^ fo infignificant a perfon as a ftage 
player? To think how artfully his importance has been raifcd and 
is fu'pported, and how cunningly he improves it for the acquiring 
of fo immenfe a fortune, as he is heaping up, to the difhonour, 
and reproach of our country. 

I have lived long enough to have fecii, m trty time; better exhi- 
bitions on the ftage than any that are produced on it now ; when 
people were contented to be only rationally delighted with them^ 
and not frantically fo, as at prefent. But if it pains wifdom to ob^ 
jferve that half tlve Qonverfatic»i6 we hear are about this unworthy 
darling of the times, how highly ^ould it inflame indignation tcr 
fee grave dodors, while defcanting on the depravity of the tinxes/ 
and laqienting the difcoiiragement of learning, the decline of arts^ 
the finking of national fpirit, the fapping of nioral virtue, ahdtfacr 
very annihilation of religion amongft us, condefccnd to mingle with 
the adulators of a fclfifh and vain-glorious player j and thereby 
contribute to the eilablifliment of a tyranny that enthralls reafon,' 
and tramples upon nobler geni4s. Such a depravity of (pirit in' 
humbler writers, ncceffity might perhaps have made pardonable; 
but in fuch as ought to have a confcioufnefs of dignity in themfelves, * 
it is fure doubly contemptible: k is a proftitutioti that lightens 
their own cbaradlers.b the fcale of fober judgment, and, without' 
exalting their objcft in the eye of wifdom, ferves but to cohta- * 
noinate the, agents. . ^ * 

But that fuch endeavours noay not producef the mifchievous ef- 
feds they feem to threaten, I propofe, with yow peitnifjion, to ' 
be frequent in iny remrarks on this phenomenon in modem fcience; 
and break, if poflible, the magic infatuation to which he has fikb- 
dued the puj^Uc mind, and aims to rule it by ; manifeflly for his own * 
immod£;rate profit ; and to national injury and difgrace. I fbalL 
begin this ujqdotaking with a candid furvey of his merit, as an 
aSor, an mthox and a manager ; to which purpofe I dedicate this 
and my fonowirig letter. 

Tothe prcheminenceof rank, above all others, as an a£tor, I' 
make no icruple of adodtting his piea« But to the univeffa&ity of 

that 
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that merits wbick i& too gjemerally allowed Lbh, rstaibn ftrongly J 

warrants the refufal of my aflent. Hb has attempied many cA« 
pital charaders that he was far from bemg able to fuocead in. The 
weight of Piere, the ftrcng^ of OtbeUe^ aod tihe delicacy of the 
fine gentleman^ have, 10 their tWHS, feverally ted uoiorkMy foiled *J 

faim: and (hould he attempt BnauSy Pyrrbts or CW?^, he wouM 
infallibly appear little in the comparifon, to tfaofe who ti&ftiembef 
Booths or even ^'^, inthefoIid| fentimental, httoic and fbblimi. 
In the gallant, elegant and tender. Berry is his fuperior s and in 
the melancholy, Sbiridan-^ as is confpicQo«s,from tbdcharad^ft- of 
Haffth* Of all the various walks of the lieafre, therefore, un^ 
prejudiced judgmeiat can allow him tti ezcell bat in twoi whieii 
are the impetuous in tragedy and the ftrongly ridiculous in cdmcdy^ 
blots in nature, which his gift of vivacity and talent of mimickry, 
alonjg with a wonderfully exprefQve eye, contribute to enaMe hini 
inoif fuccefsfuUy to hit. There is indeed a middle charad;ei^ thajt 
he is truly excellent in;, which is Ranger ^ tsy which hk rntoral 
^i^dind^ gives an uncomaK)n grace: and it h perhaps itotn thai 
nAgle circun^fknce that he (hews more genuine: tatnouf' ^^ShA 
part than in any other charaAer be performs, ^ In lower cbttteld^ 
or rather farcical cht^aders, be diftinguiibes himielf more by ^^ 
fnace than humour^ fuch as Ba^^ Fribble^ Abel Drugger, 9:itd 
others. 

Whoever remcmb^«%/», in Falfiqfl the kte Laareaf^ in SiaU 
tow and many other charadera, and old Jolmjidi in almoft every* 
^ing he did 1 n^ft recoiled to ham n^twithiftrokesof the ftrong-* 
ly ridiculous that ma^e them laugh Vtrithoiit being j^reatly, if at all; 
offended with th^ peribni^s that' were the ot^eds of their mirtH:' 
which was an undoubted |Hroof of genuine humocv. Now that is; 
not the cafe with re{pe€t to tnoft of the low daaraders our great 
modem appears in : his peribnages in genera^ are either di^Wn or 
made fo odious or coMemptibk), ^at we are apt to hate or" cfefpffe' 
them too nauch 3 i^ that there is a kind of moral htut blen^d with 
our mirths which I think authociacs me w pronounce that his 
claim to true humorous excellence is extremely liimted : and, -iP 
fully exaauAedintoi might perhaps be found nmch k£s than that 
of many of his unheeded cotemporaries. 

In ferious playio^ his ftrength is very gre«t, particularly in btify - 
or paffionate c^araders) iuf^riTe^ impatience, interruption, are- 
circuniftances he always maiimfls high exccHencies in exhibiting. ' 
His fiilden tranfitionsi in partidular, he has the happy art of ma<- \ 
king extremely fv^ift, ^nd exceeding diftant^ He ^Is- from fury ' 
into tears with a bre^ 1 and is.pure and entire in both ^enikttony. '- 
l^ut in his tragic performances, he certainly h&a hx9 imperfedtions * 
anderri^Sf the lot indeed ofafl mortals in human endeavours ^ i 

Which \ meiuiott with^M.maUg^ty, and aeerly^ to perfuade his^^ '^ 

1)lin(i 
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bfind admirers that he is not quite a diviiify.;::fioii cveh^ nearefin 
fais ap^oaches fller^oi than were otherci'wbb <have gdne befiorer 

V His powersf often fail JbkniitiMli^ %ifw o^teloctiitibii ; hCdaaich 
tbat'heriafcprced toimkeTeidiugria^ntterancb w^renoftops aretd 
be fbond in his amhors. To^ixoDfeioufnefs qfcthis def^diency rniay 
be owing his rarely attempting pfifubKinie X3bara6»rs i arid Vvhkhf 
when ihe dt>e8:attempt/. i^ xxny^tie :obfcxyed ifhjtt^ he nevdri Meeeda 
in them. He is neither graceful in his treadingiof< cheibige; > or hid 
bodily.d]e{K)rthieiit$ be:ti&a;iiaft)dtidiln€B ofl f9:li<k- ddion, vfuchUs 
moulding the habit on his ftomach, catching atycOnd'graifpjhg the 
£de of his robe 5 is mean in his^^porqaches of love, and often auk- 
wardly embarraffed with his lUt He lays frequent clap- traps, in 
falfepaufes, fiammerings, ^hefitationsand repetitions; and ufes pan- 
tomime tiicks' -in- afieded agitations, tremblings and convulfions^ 
he overii*agonizes dying, and many ways debafes his own excellen** 
des,: toTejdort a'^pHu^ from the injudicious, by methods that are 
offenfive to the true judges of his art. , • 

IFiilkSy was, in his approaches to beauty, (b important, elegant 
and eafy, as to make all modern practice of that kind painful ^ 
beholders who remember ]|in^ Bootb^ had fuch harmony and 
compafs of expreffion, fuch^grace in his movements, and fo much 
meaning in his adtion, as to decorate fentiment highly, and dif- 
play paffion with a repletion of powers that ihewed every word, 
as it were, rifipg, or rufhing from his heart: he looked, he moved, 
be fpoke; the King» the hero, patriot, lover, lunatic! everything, 
in fhort, that |^e bufinefs of the fcene demanded he fhould appear 
to be. 

But there is no neceflity I fhould try the merit of our modern 
Rofdus by tefts of antiquity that cannot now be produced ; and 
therefore muft appear dubious to his blind and wilful admirers. I 
fet out with declaring him the firfl ador of the times; and intend 
not to aim at depriving him of that flation. In the light of an 
aftor, I am therefore only offended, that public regard deflroys the 
necedary mean betwixt admiring and adoring. That from behold* 
ing no entire equal at prefent, th<^ difpofe their minds for enter- 
tamiag a belief that he never had, nor ever can have, any. This 
immeafurable regard, he makes the meansof eftablifhing impofition, 
to his own profit and the Qppreilion of others ; fwelling thereby his 
confequence, and extending an infatuation that is difbonourable 
and hurtful to the community. 

To how ridiculous an extent this fashionable folly operates, let 
the foUowine flory make appear; which I have been4|Jd for a 
truth, with the nameT of the parties^ and think it defemng of 
public laughter. 
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. A man of fenfr and ^itmeetiiig ao»oi dik drteacibridrof .llbi 
:^ dieotioned 16 hitetbtt he w» gcM^ to 5DM^'i^» To^Wibi 
brit^e! cries the other, what ihould you do there? Why G . ". ' i 'i 
oomc to fowal No; .%» tUl OtntktaiM; fom dmft ba miftitea. 
Upon my fcnli n^^Ked Nnafm^. it is ttoc. It eanocit bt^ .reji>iBcd 
tba man rftriidbdi, ^ riijwearlkit J Bow mt Begrd tbt giai 
jlittdyttktAet99/ir, Aod foiayits, he 'turned upon hit hec^i aad 
kft the btodcfaead'gapihgoo Ac dSMxnrj of « wai is u i yt thathc gfer* 
taihly deferred to eaootmt^. . \ 

In my next ktttt^, I Audi lfitu(h.tiio talk I have itimoftd U|km1 



taf(cAfi who am,. 
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Your hudii]la,3<;rvaiit^ e 
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; "Now Bavins take the 'poppy ffpm Idiy Jbirov^/ ' - 
Ahd place it hcrt^ here ail ye 'heroes l^wl ' * * 

iTh'Anguftu's bpim to hrin^ Satumi^ri tinxes* ' / . " . . . : 

•» * Signs fdlfowmg (rgris ifeacj 'on tli'e mi^ty yeirl^' * ^ !.!•'''' 

• : ; ij^.^ 'i?i6^ duUiittrs fott i^oand and re^ajipi^K \ ., •. . '. 

> c n . y . r i..i i , , i .t iti ■ • ' • • ri •• , , , , i . ^. . 

;ct 5 : <)6r ^as Titi tod Chii^ellor of Hy§ f ' . , , l*b?E, 

tP„'as.aft;a£tor, the oierIt& of l^ofcm are greatlyt 
^ 6ver.r«6(f i)V, the public j as an author, he cqr^ 
[ taiqly is entitl^ <o no, porUon whatever oj^^^dr 
: cftccm; Whilft, as a nriai|ager, they arc^ indebjtect 
to him fof 7)umt)ert4l^ ji^uries an^ unpofitions.' , 
L Having, in iny lal^ If tttTi/takfn a jOTight gene- 
. _ _ _. . j r^^ lurvey oiPhim ^ ^c firft charaftv^ Ipropo& 
r :. ; tk prcfem tb dp tjie lama in the other t^^ 

whith \ Sftftnd but a$ a |;rOtui<!i- w^k'fo iporp :particulaF and ao^Ic . 
. dMi|«fltioft^iicfeifttr. / • '' V ' : ' > ; 

- Th« mightieft i^tdueybmiftYlB of ;tKi?; T}fav)C(mfii^^ quill, (as tve-^ 
may gather frMk a y^ ^xtr^dmiLry; letter publii^ed a( t^e iaitcr 9 
end of the' HfllSin^.fdfoh^^^^ lijceTetulantin ^^^/^^{//V^ 
^{iirV^P lie i^^]^^ done himleTF the honour of wuting . 

VOL.1. ^*^ . U • S^ 
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ii6 The HERA.LD, No. 20. V? 

to himrelf) are the charaders of FriHik and LardChalkJhnei which 

he confiders as the (hining efforts of fuch extraordinary geniitt tt^en- 

tide him to take the left hand, if modefty reftrains him from af- 

fuming; the right, of Shakefpeare, in the temple of glory. Bi;t wer« 

diefe i^blime drafts really origbals, there are Connoijfeurs partial 1 

enough to give his great mafter's grave^^iggirs and carrierijhtf rc^ 

ference in eftimation, both for defign and execution :^for How kaot .^ 

envy difpofed to endeavour at kflenine all living merit! ancf^l^ ^- ' 

thefe pfeudo-criticks, if his borrowed plumage fhould be taken avra^, 

this bird of paradife will appear an arrant daw; his F/aJh and Fribbk .-' 

being evident thefts from the comedy called TunMdge fFalisf or the ^S \ 

Teaman of Kent^ and the defign of Lord Chalk/kne may be traced in 

the figure of the proud old Earl^ in the firft picture of the ingenious 

Mr. HogartBs Marriage a-Ia-mode; for the colouring whereof he hat * 

been btfholden, with our modern novel writers and other as great . ^ •., j 

adepts in the li te rar y art, to that inexhauftible fund of fcience, cal* - ^ 

led the common-place Chit-chat of the town. 

In prologues and epilogues he l)^s likewife been feen to figure fot^ 
lughly, that one of bis refolute Chronicle panegyrifts has ventured 
to prophecy he will (hine therein, to future ages, the4matorta| - 
JD/^^/i of our days. But, alasl theenvyert of exalted famb do- 
notwithftanding, maltcioufly infift diat all the merit lies in the fpea^ ^ 
king, and not in the. writing, of thofe aM)laudcd ConM»fit3bns ; 
which, fay they, however admired by the Ladies and cfl^l^d by 
tiie Galleri»8t^pear in readily but poor, pert, frothy, patchwi^ck: 
Brodttdkms; tlmoll always without poetr^^^ and often without 
vmk. His pro/ogues in general, it isobierved, are much more plea» 
fing than his epuogues y for which this obvious reafon is readily af- 
figned : that as his abilities of ading and t^ent of mimkry are 
ftroi^, he catches from obfervatic|i a charader, and colpuieiit Xm 
his own execution. ^ Did he* give his prologues to inferior . 
performers to (peak, as he does thofe of other men ; or ins he Hk 
ready to fpeak thofe of other writers as he is his own, the difparity 
of compoution would be probably glaring to his difadvantageii* which 
he cunningly prevents by that fiamant partiality. ^ 

' The fame, I t)iink, may. be alledga! with refpeft to his farckail 
charadcrs ; for the very name of R^us has a cnarm to draw the 
multitude, and ftimifhes a prepofleffion that he.thoroughly avails 
himfelf of in the exhibitbn of his own pieces. Could another poet 
arife, who even delineate as Well and cobured as highly as the ibi«' 
mitable Sbakejpeare himfelf, I very iquch queftion nRofdus wouUi 
be perfuaded to ad in any farces ht (hould write, willingly coun* 
tenance the performance of them, or even of high^ prodjidion s ; - 
for reafons that will appear under the. article whi(» we arc next, 
to take into confiderabon I liamely, themefit^gf niacpndudasa 
manager. . ' .. 

.Hit 
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His public introduaion*into this crffice was by zpfdlogue^ which 
he would not.truft to his own fincc-cvcr-vibr^ng^pcn for writing: 

. and he judged wifely in procuring that performance from a real 
maiter; for there was in it more poetical merit than can be found 

. in all hehas&ice ijpQken, if their whole eilence was ektradedand 
diiFufed through a fingie produdioQ of that compafs and ftrui^ure. 
He, therein, eotiered into a folonn engagement with the public, 

^at the Mufis (ho^ld be reinftated.in their rightful dominion : that 
Tq/ie fliijnhiililljhr rrfinrr and Beafon the regulator of our Antufe-^ 
menti and that we fhovkl once more, according to the nervous 

! — " See the dread delightful fchool 

Qf tempered pafGons and of polifh'd life, 
, Reftor*d, improved 1 the. Well-diiSembled fcene 
^ . I Call from embelliCh'd eyes the lovdy tear. 
Or light up mirth in ffmeji cheeks again. 
Lo vam(h-d monil;a:-land« Lodriv'naway ^ ;' 

j Tbofe that Apollo's facred walks profane j '-^ 

. ; Their wild qreation fcatter^; where a world 
. Unknown to nature, Chaos more confused, 
; : 0*ea: the brute fceiic its Ouran-iOutof^s pours } 
' Detefted forms ! that, on the mind imf^-eft, 
Cbm^fy amjmnd and barbarize an Agb. ** t 

' But m what has the promifed ipillennium to genius ended? What 
imulbital bards have arifen, or bcefi encouraged In their growth*, lo 
give glory to the reign of our monfttr-killing Hercules, our thcatricaf 
monarch;' and reformer ? except from ovier-bearing ihHuence or 
abject fubferviency, how many new playa has he exhibited on the 
theatre? yet pantomimes, player's /arces, and the dancing efforts 
of all nations, have been thrufi upon the public with as inftrudive 
a merit as an unwearied application* 

' But time, the unraveller of all cra&, clearly reveals, at length, to 
the eye oif obfervant 'candour, the various friiuds and impoiltures 
pra<^fed by this tinfel tyrant of the ftage, with wronging of the 
public and dishonouring of the age, Vo opprefs or difcourage able 
Writers : this the weak and wilful.condudi: or a rival manager has ena- 
bled him with die greater eafe and feciitity to do: and his motives 
for fuch pji^oceedings are too obvious to be miftaken, being no o- 
dier tban th^ prevention of rivalry in public regard, from a diiplay 
cf .fi^>erior geAius,. and the monopolizmg of all theatrical profits 
tbhmifefi; 

* If his reception of a piece could not be withftood, generally from 
the wei^t of powerful recommendation, theftrcngtfi of an author's 
party, or the tear of attacks on him frpnx a writer in bis own caufe, 
-the comm^tf artifices prafticed by him to difcourage fisurther attempts 
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bythetiii have beert 1^ diTgufts/ froiqij^^ 

of exhibidoo, or by efidlofe #b^«£fi(in8 and f^^iiyed clierAtioiK. ^ 

Whea a.play th^ ^ra$ not fafely refiftibJe^ ^ hasiMb hi« idVk- 
riabfeffa^ice to prismUe that it flsoiakl appear iniCBtani, Wiiidi-is 
Wter bdf a do0en others have bete ia^faai }>'^ ^Ait fb^orttAnto 
^whereof atpre than an leqwdnimkber of ydcTs:^ foQhd tBo 

icaaty portioAe of tunc, 4iecaiifertHeifkge molb be kept dH^gJiged 
fbrrevivsedandaUcitedplayB, hiirpdntomiibeb^ diiUrid^i playloiile 
^r4^ or an add<dCfaaifa6feer iii. Leti^. 

^SfyfkeJ^eare is in theme^ time^ ibom « pk>iM4:eg(»d (» tktt ttft-» 
nerable father of the fiage, facrilegioufly frittered and be-riUrftdotte 
feafon, and the nlbxt; pdtJnps^ fio k& banfeiongdtt fly refto r e d. All 
the rubbifh of ol4 ittthMs is rttm^ed over» uhd dmr^mcMl (habby 
veflments of fciftrtce hew footlred, itirU{h«d op^ and ^drelilliy dear* 
ned with the abundant packthread bf liis ample pafna^an ftore«* 
houfe. And to oriitament; all in hb powtor^ fuch bocchWork rari- 
ties of obfolete wit, ofteik grail obfitedity> andtengrirfbd tckiches on 
the times, he exercilep his feJf^bekfVQd and t^rni-tdtiMred talent, in 
writing a fafhiotmbte prolbgue >^»i qpifegue) 'wKlcfi tlh'e bright 
judges of both ffckesbavetlKniniedisite in^i^ as the 

utmoft effort^ of bucma wit : and iwiiiie (itam €rtt>rfe «o be here- 
after defcanted On) midther: manag|er is doing nothing, aft people 
croud, pay, fweati aAdd^atAtethratre^ converfe, ad^re and 
adore at home! fi^/i^ becoming every where, the great obje^ of 
regard, the daribg, the glorv ol ^e age! and who^ in the meai| 
time, i^ tibc evil angel m JlMfirfs Caiiipaijfn, 

^V ^ilea iaihc tomult and^oys tim Jftdim j^ 

Aat is, hugs himfelf ittthe fuccef^ 6f his own draft, laughs at die 
jtoWfckmratuatioh; and pickets up their pence-r— -Let me hot di^-^ 
grace his^ins, bat fay, die nfiultipHed thousands ^pon thoaianda 
by them wantonly lavifhed, and by mm a(liduouIly gleaned up, a$ iKf* 
/w^,^ mwnagrr^ 'author^ from' ihtjiage, and alierer foV ^he/^^ 
with afl tht aggrfegate circumftances bf triuriipihaht prehemineac^ 
and power; fuch as hpplaufe, toUftlhip^ adulation and (way ! iJbcC 
adeqirtte acquifltions ofhis fupa-lative genius^ and the trueil eftio*. 
iftators cfthi ta/tey lahdour, wtpiofn^ Jujlice^ gener^J^t^ and^W^oifi 
the timet. , \ 

■ Thbrc can be ho ftfongerproofs of the degeneracy of A peoplei^ 
Aan the evidence of their afteAIons beih£ engrofl?d, and'lheit re»-, 
ibncrtflaved, byathe^r «0fttribul6r to their pliafures. And fure 
when pbrenzy becomes.fo catching and prevalent, that prepo0ef« 
lions operate with pafll&A, and opinion is leen liable to intoxicationf < 
it his mgh time that remedies fliould be applied for lowering the. 
fever offoHy. Yobe anemiiieiitaabiris, henceforth, Hketo^- 
come a more tocrsitWe, nay even tonfequeotia^a employment than 

that 



Digitized by 



Google 



J\o. 2a. ur r i%r i- it* i ^^i -r jr. v^v. u a i ivi c rv. i ly 

that pPa general, admiral^^minifte^ or great officer of 'ftate. It is there- 
fore one among the many reigning evils that contribute to level order; 
and thereby wound and weaken fociety. Little reading is neceflary t6 con- 
vince cool and unprejudiced minds, that free flates can only be vigorous, 
and profperous, while publick attention is rivitted to objcifts that are really 
important, and worthy of general regard. The ancient glorious ftatej 
of Greece and Rome, nay even the conftitutions of moft fnodcrri nations 
have been overthrown and fubvcrted by the heedlefs or defigned in- 
dulgence of fisiftiionable follies, and the immoderate purfnits of ener- 
vating plealures. I readily own theatrical diverfions to be as xationaily 
allowable as any that can be enjoyed by a People. Yet ought we to re- 
member, how much infatuations therein contributed to the ruin of 
Athens and the enflaving of Rome. And to thii dayi in Spain, the paf- 
fion for bull-fighting,-which one would think of not fo bewitching a nature, 
rages to fuch an cxcefs aniong the common people, that even defpotifm, 
bccotpc as abfolute as it is in Algier, is aided in its oppreflions by their 
indulgence. 

Many living perfons muft remember the Englifli ftage, when Boofb, 
Wilks^ Cibhevy Dogget^ Johnforiy Mller, Griffin, Mrs. Oldfield, Mrs. 
Porter y and many other very eminent performers of both fexes, all ac- 
ted at one theatre, iand often all, or moft of them, appeared in one play* 
And yet there was not fuch frantic running after them every night as at 
pfefcnt, when the exhibitions are in general infinitely worfe: nor was 
there fuch a wonder rnade of on? man, as we fee now canning, more 
than unrivalled merit, can fwell into fuch a monfter of perfedion. Let 
anyone butremarkhowparfimonioufly the abilities of performers ateat pre- 
fcnt huft)2Uidcd, to catch the paflions and improve the infatuations of .t|iq 
town; and there will appear in thatcondud:, the moft glaring impofture 
and abufc. Plays, itmay beobfcryed, are chofen to be revived in which 
but half the ftrength of a coippany can appear i or, if they cbiild, half 
of the parts are murdered to make the fight of principal performers more 
rare j the better to fecure a coptinual attraftioh of the town." ^his was 
TtQX the cafe in former times. For great as was IBootb in die high walks 
oi, Tragedy J he condefcended to ftrengthen Qmfedy hy frequently appea* 
ring in charaders of no higher importance than that oiScanJal^ in £w#, 
for Love. And all. of them thought it their doty to fupport the reprclen-^ 
ration of every piece, by taking fecond and even third ch^irafters, in 
their turns, thatipedators m^t be ^tertainec), as they alv^ay bought to 
be, with the whole powers ofthe company. But now z&ots of name 
are, likecatrie, coupled two and^tvro, to OTaw tJternatel^ or in fuccei^ 
iion dbe public into our conjuror's circle; where^ he makes them pay, at 
#ill, for juft fo much entertainment as his^ own^eftknate of value mea« 
fures for their money: or that as he find^]|imfelf graciouily diipofed^ 
more or lefs, to favour them therein. 

It (hould likewiie be remembered how many new pieces were annu« 
ally exhibited ia thofe times :. nevec lefs than two aod very often three 

complca' 
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compleat reprefentations j befide revivals, farces and other entertainments. 
It was then cuftomary, alfo, to take only ordinary pieces till feme- 
thing new was exhibited; for which the extraordinary was confi- 
dered to be allowed, as a flimulating gratification. But the reign of 
Rofcius^ , has turned that contribution for the encouragement of authors, 
into an aggregate of profit to himfelf ; by becoming as abfolute a fove- : 
reign of the quill as he is of the bufkin and fock ; allowing no man to 
get, either way, more than his oflfals; or fometimes, as has been fuf- 
pedted, a compofition-ftipend or pittance. While advanced prices now , 
commence with the feafon, and pafs as fmoothly down, as if there was $ 

nofbirit left among the people fortherefiftance of impofition. 

Kofcius may pretend what he pleafes of the want of able writers for 
the ftagc, but the true caufe thereof can be no other than that of his 
with-holding from them their due encouragement. It may be remarked 
that he has feldom produced a new play in the heart of a feafon ; or 
failed of (hewing every 'way a difcountenance to their being written. Yet, 
meerly to fave appearances, he commonly profefles friend(hip to a fingle : 
authof at a time ; with whom a prior engagement is made his hacknied 
piretence to filence all claims of attentbn firom others. His firft fa- 
vourite bf this kind the public made him (hake ofif, as unfiJ: jfor his pur- 
pofe; a fecond has found it neceffary to defert ]#im ; and now there is 
obvioufly a third, whom. he is pu(hing ftrongly into public notice, with 
no other view whatever, but that of making him contribute to the fup- 
port of his own felf-intercfted fchcmes. 

But fure oppreffioa (hould not be fufFcred to (leal from accufation with 
fo (aucy a fneer as that of propofing to make the Lord Mayor for the time 
beii)g die ftandard judge,, and fole approver of new plays. No : the 
nation has a right, foi: public honour, to demand there (hould" be an^ 
impartial encourageipent of genius^ And if patentees were obliged to. 
exhibitat either houfe.t^yQ new plays in each (eafon (a number that in ; 
formei: times were at leaitalways produced) the choice of them might, 
fely be kftto their pwn wifdom j and that v^ry obligation, would be 
::h an encourageni^nt tolearnmg and genius, as might prove of pubUc . 
rvice, and be a credit to oui; country. 

I profefs myfelf to J?e the hater, of all infolence, tyranny and impofi- 
tion : and '' think th?^t mankii^d can no way be fo fignaljy ferved as ^ by . 
,tl\e (phepaes and practices of fordid craft andipvpof- . ' 
lire €;ver fattening from public ^vour, and evpr.abu-f . 
and cpnfidence. Whil^ you therefore, . Mr^ fierpU^ 
jher (phere, permit note to affiiul itin$he lowjer carders . 
jp in no .perfqns pr.jparj^es ;(hojald be c6nn^yc4:3ti ^or 
pcofper unnipjje(jed^ ,,. .^ • ' v 

.' - '. •.:■'! am, '■ '■' \ ' . • ' ' ■ . \'^ • - 

. . _ ; . • •. I- • s iJi,::.. •--.-.• :/'.'•;. ••■ , 

Your humble Servant, 

SEVERU5? m 
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J tially to pyaifc as to a^f^re ftOy irtp^^fercs ot ^ocSid- 
I iDgs the public ^re ii|tMcft<ed in; Ittiybefthe U&^ 

1 for pttblicatioQ, acopybf wfoiehl^litttOTixgf hands:^ 
i| acciaept: it iocifis to,%y9ifi hfpa ^littfcd to font gccst 
^; ^r^ona^ very reqidKkat^ Um:) kn|>ortant i^adfiu^* 
. . tions^ ^^om ieverai cfrcuQii^ow 1 ttnagifieit can fae 
k produ^ion of npg^t antiquity I J)urtp:ii^emaiidceft» and atwHat 
iiirke, or on whatocca^n, written, I canMlfomofh^pcetendtbgiiefsr: 
however Ihope ycm i^4ll{>nntfit, t^ (hew ^i^ ivorld what e»raiitdfiarv 
Virtues and ^bilitipsi^iyi^ fiione: £cnth in tbf bphdviotir itodiiegotiatKmffa 
i Briti/b &%&! pf^ho ain^ 

. , Yoar Very liumt^ft ^nwafi 

A. % ; 
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To the Right Honourable —— — . 
My Lord, 

I Sincerely felicitate your Lordfloifs fafc arrival in a country that hath 
never yet failed of highly rewarding your fingularly eminent ferviccs 
in civil as well a^ military employments. A country long renov^ed for 
her wife choice of miniflers and conimanders: for Icgiflators zh&rc cor- 
ruption, heroes above fordid regards, public officers and fervants above 
plunder,^ and negotiators, at fioreign courts, who have always made the 
true' glory of the crown and the genuine intereAs of the nation the con- 
ft^t regulators of their condu£t, and the invariable objefts of their regard* 
To the fhining efforts of fuch fuperlative geniufes as your Lordjhifs^ 
cur nation is indebted<for the luflre of unrivalled reputatbn* abroad, and 
alfo for the virtue, wealth, fecprity, harmony and happinefs, that reign 
fo confpicuoufly among us at home. Bleffings, my Lord^ that but a few 
^herous and patriotic fpirlts have contributed to eAabli(b : yet which» 
jevhile ill enjoy, all (hould be grateful in their acknowledgments for; and, 
whenever occaiions ofier for doing it^ be amiple in their honorary tcflj;- 
ttonJals diereon. 

^ Widi thiiyiew, Iconfeis myfelf ambitious of offering my humble 
trophy at the foot of your Lordftnp^s elevated (brine of glory* A tn%^ 
imment that through diftant ages, will tranfmit your fame, cfiftinguifhed 
by a fuitable regard. Modcffy is allowed to be the inherent quality of 
great minds: yet however painful to your noble heart the difplay of your 
virtues, in a candid rcwcw of your condud,; pM prove 5 you muft,' my 
Lord^ permit an obliged nation to exprefs a dueienfe of fuch fiyoiirS as 
they defpairof having.power, to the extent of their wifh??* for rewarding. 
' When I cbhtemplate your Lord/hip's known equanimity of mind, your 
eafineis of acce&, fweetnefs of difpofition, candour of heart, politenefs of 
4uldreis, and complacency of manners, efpecially to inferiors, I always 
•figure in my thoughts the happine^ of thofe whofe good fortune it is to 
ferve under you. It is almoft peculiar to your Lordjbip to be gracious as 
well as graceful in Ac orders y<m givcj and to fweeten your commands 
-with fo engaging a delicacy in uttering them, as to enfure their being en- 
countered, or rathitt: embraced, with the moft pleafurable alacrity for 
obedience, and executed with the ardor that a certainty of generous ap- 
:probation is ever fure to infjNre. 

But it is not in military fervice only that your Lord/hip has had the 
\h£q)fineik of difplaying your eminent abilities, along with the amiabl| 
and endearing qualities of your mind and heart. You have had oppor- 
tunities, alfo, for figuring highlyincisjil employments; particularly 4n 
two, on very extraordinary occafions. The norih and the /outb have alike 
feen ah ecxertion and display of talents, Jn your Lordjhipy that amazed 
mankind; whilft void of all arrogance and prefumption, of all felf-fuffi- 
ciency, vanity or pride, you irra^ted councils, reconciled jarring ftate/^ 
cleared from obftru£tions the ferftlizing channels of commerce/ and fn- 
iured protection and profperity to fuch as vainly thought, from the du- 
bious 
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bious authorities of fa£t&, tbek j^erfonal fafety pfeearibus^ and their pro- 
perties imminently endangered. 

With what perfuafive eloquence dt4 your Lordjbip lull the iFears of a 
^eat trading community! how iraeiiftibly did you charm from their 
poffeflionj and to what worthy purpofesj by the angelic powers of your 
tongue, a dangerous and illegally-expcuted c^npadt which they had pre- 
sumptively made with one of the difpeniers of liw^ a learned Judge of 
the land, upon their eleding him into the ofice of their national pro- 
tedor, as allowed by the ftipulations of, treaties J tapreventi as from ex- 
perience they daringly imagined might ha|ipen, : his cbmmencing their 
infatiate fpoilcr> and unmerciful tyrant! With what precaution and fuc^ 
cefs did you labour and accoiQpliih a point of fuch moment for the fecu- 
rjty of commerce and trading property, and in fttpport of your country's 
honour and welfare! In all ^hich, tranfadioni^ your Lord/hip mzy chal- 
lenge the bafeft bkckners of virtue, the moft daric^jcalumniators c^ grea( 
and good men, to ftand forth, in the face of the world, and declare if 
jour promifes of redrefe and Ifecurifjj, agreeable t6 the tenour of treaties, 
were not equal to all the hopes that candour could entertain j . and if you 
did not moft confcientioufly fulfil the fever/al engs^mcnts you volunta-*- 
jTJIy entered into> evidently and honourably^' even to the ininuteft cir-» 
Cumftance thereof. ; 

lElappy wa^ it, for the eternal eftablifligoent o£ your Lordjbip* s repu^ 
tation^ th^t all matters. of complaiol; wpre.. there laid before you in 
'writing. What was demanded^ ypu hftv^ in your hands at ,any time to 
iheyv: nvbat^ agreeable to yoi^rpromiies, ^'ocro^i^^, it is not iatbe 
HQwer Qf any malignant p-irty or perfon whatever to hide* National re?- 
drefles can be no fcerets: and public fads are irrefragable evidences for 
Jtruth. Your Lord/hip cgnnot but remember, with pleafure, how warm 
a joy your fellow- fubjedts abrqadexpreft on your arrival ambng them, in 
awrittcn addrefsj which was prefented on theibore, the, very moment 
jou fet your feet upon land, and was ev^n iatroded to have been delivered 
to you afloat. And, having beheld all the great effeds of your interefting 
million, the remarkable manner in which. they (hewed thdrfenfe of the 
^reat kindnefs you had done them in the efie<^tuil ibrvice of your country, 
oy a moft unufual behaviour qp your dep^nre, muft fucdy infpire re- 
iled:ions that will be wonderfully foothing to your mind in itsfolitary 
hours^. be produftiye of comforts, my Xm^ that will happily ferene 
your^^ne of i^amre, invigorate the flag^wgpiilie of iickndfs, alleviate 
pain itfelr, and even fmooth the bed of death in your departing moments, 
j^ As -fqrtune hath indulged your Jjordjhip with an oppoptuni^ for re- 
vlfiting a community made fo happy and profperous by your able nego- 
tiations, perri^ me to expatiate on the pl^aibre that moSi have refulted 
from beholding and contemplatiog the glorious effeds of your labours. 
How muft your noble and upright heart have dilated with fatisfa&ion, 
mi furveying the precious accumulatioDS of advantage and boppinefs en* 
joyed by fo valuable a body of your fellow fufajeds, from yourunwea- 
jied endeavours } and therein, the raifing and ihrengthening of the ge^ 
neral interefts and Joint honour of your forereign and counby ! Sore if 
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thetp is k haman fenfitdon that has in it ai rtiort than' ordinary tihflur^df 
divine enjoyment, it muft be that of thte generoiis friend, patriot and 
father 4 vmctis ^fvkh a i5o&fciou(ncft (S[ the ftioft eminiht fo'vices done 
firom the kindeft motive^ he redciires the ehdearlng returm of puti^l 
gratitode and aflSrdion i Bzji my Latd^ when you encountered the flail- 
ting teat erf veneration jpd of love j when yoft (k^ yottffelf fiirroundeft 
1^ bofoths heaviiig with pleafurable fighft, afid ^ t)^iii'>^ tdgiVe utte^^ 
ranee to ihe Joy tk^t was idt on your being once' ihofi amohgft ihetiift 
car, onyo^r {Kif&ng firom place to tJlace, when jbtL cbntfh^aliy met ffife 
decent glances of dear regard, and rte toWly fSVetenceft t>{ linfetgnbd rei- 
ipe£t J tafted not your fool of ebttacieft h exalted, At inade thi dnnrin|; 
luxuries of life, the pomps of title iHA the gratJficallons of powei- it\A 
comnMiid^ all ihrinlf from your cttifcetflj Snd feerti potor andfittleih 
comparifon with the haippinefs that, from fights fo tfcnderly touching tb 
k HQbk and generous heart, you* thdn felt yourfelf in the full and thiSth 
poffeffioAdf? . ' 

And lafting, doubtlefs, mttft thft.fatisfldtk* ^fove i^ich your LorJL 
fhif^ there received, from liadihg how effiiia^ally ydtfr folelmn chargfe 
had been executed by thofe worthies whom you had ftleftedahd dep,u- 
ted to regulate and conclude, agrees^le to. national eoriip^s, fdversA 
matters of interefting importance to your country. Their puhdtual and 
ftii^ous affifbhoe at conferences, tJBe many ferviceable points they had 
the addrdi to carry in ihem, the fatis^adory reports they fnade,^ itoih 
time to time, to the donimunity ihey were members of, and the appa^ 
fchtadvaikage^that refilled from tl^^ have, I truft; bee^ 

arcuinfljHitially and fekhfuUy related to y6u. i Whereby your LorMih 
muft tew diaoiNpred how juftly they ;are inthlcd to aft tumble (farfc 
with.youy oGt only m>t!ie fmfent regard of thi ]^ubirc,l)ut alfo, in '^h 
crerlaAibg acknowledgement of pofterity. 

Nor fhpuki we oe^nO: to exptefe our gratitude to upright adittiniRhft. 
tions at hofne for their •remarkable attentibn to fSublic wel^e, m ap^it^ 
^ng fuch worthy and able ctwdjtiteffe and fucceffor s to yobr LbrJJhip in thfe 
importaht cobcems you was ^ommifiioned, at a wife and grateful cobi^ 
to neg;atiate. ThefrdliaccomplKhment c^all folemn promrfes, fnddi 
boreas wellaainthfltcotantry, evince the reafcHiableniefs of unlliiiit^^d 
reliance on die ssealand integrity of tninifters, for all that regards ihe 
dignity of bis majtfty's crMm and the hondUr and ^Ifare of the nation: 
for every thing that hath flnce happened hai dontributied to prove khar 
yom- Lordfbip's mifiion vraa no fcanchdboS jobb ^ and the declarations of 
our itatefimcn, relating thereto (if I may be indulged in a faifaionablc 
€xpreffion} no mmiitorial ium-iags of the people. 

Like afbrtmnte cultivator, your Lor^ip has had tht happirtefs, oti 
your riiurn td thit fetegdom, to fee how very prolJ)eroufly the {hoots ctf 
your jJlanting have throve^ All there, yott hiVe foiind, is unbroketi 
ktrmotiy and unbounded profperhy ! No rigdtous blafts e^oppreflion, hKAr 
treaCl»roii8 underminings bf abufe^ have obftrU£ted the growthjtf of thl» 
tooted filings of your tender care. The great and go6d man ^Vhb, yb& 
<here tdd your country men^ hath ib pi^ighed a reg^d for them^nd thei^ 
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intereils^ has fihce given them qnccafing demonftrations of a moft lin- 
gular affedion in fuch a variety of cafes, as when inftanced, which I anr 
told they are fooh like to hc^ will undoubtedly aftoniih mankind. Anc 
as, in your laft vifit^ you could oot have heard pf ^ny murmurings oi 
complainings whatever, you certainly may^ with as fafe a confcience zi 
heretofore, report to your fovcrcign, his faithful councilorSj and youi 
obliged country^ that all cauies and appearances of them are entirely re^ 
moved. 

How wonderful are the acquiiitions, and how fecure the operajtions ol 
fuperlative abilities! Happy furc, in the extreme^ is that minifter whofc 
talents are of a iize to render all the low arts of little negotiators unne^ 
ceffary for him to put in pra&ice^ and wfaofe honour is fo perfpicuous zn^ 
invincible as to intimidate the inflrumcnts of power from attempting to 
feduce him, for lucre, into a coUufivc or unworthy employment. He, 
my Lordy never neccffitates him&lf to ufc the low applications of guile, 
id;- palliating the facrificcs of dignity or intereit that an indolent, corrupt, 
or incapable miniftxy m^btbe difpofed liecrctly, but durft not avowedly, 
to make. Such a negotiator never ftoops to the unworthy ptadice of 
m^ing promifes that he intends! not to perform: nor.eve^ zStdcs toconfuh 
^itji a^andid and fincerely-relying body of people to enfnare and deceive 
them. He neither fawns to cajole, or hedtors to bully them into pernir- 
xious meafures. Hedifgraces not |iimfelf by ridiculing or traducing to 
/oreigners, till they even blufli at hearing him, an innocent and valuable 
body of bis fellow fubjcc^s, whofe integrity he could not fap, or whofe 
•undcrftaridings he could not foil. He never aifiduoufly fcxnents divifionSj 
to circumvent honeft men in the laudable purfuiti of their rights: is never 
;4et^<fted in isxpofturc3>. or dcipifed forimueosthy^andoinderhand defignt : 
iy)r finds himfelf obligc^l to filial from a ilation of eminence unnoticed^ 
and without the cuflomary crQdentiaIax)fapprobauon: and in coiifequence 
therepf, on his arrival at home, is poorly nec^tiated to fave appearances 
with his fovereign by procuring/omedaing of their kind, through fraud 
and mifreprefentation, from fuch as w^ereuqacqbaiDtcdwith his proceed- 
ings, and confequently could haye n(^ right to the beflowing of them. 

It is even faid, and believed, on thfe other fide of the water, that your 
LiOrdJhip fo fully compleat€al:th?gF!3atVork you took in hand, that a later 
S- — y of S — te, and who it is thought is defirous of being fuch again, was 
pleafed to give order^to your worthy liicccflbr, and to another ablecourt of- 
ficer at that place, to ra»kej[U? (epfefentations there, in future, upon any 
novelties that might happen, buttotranfmitaccountsthereof home; where, 
experiencehas long fhewn us,they will be always mofl readily and efFeiSually 
attended to. What aflriking proof is thisof the permanency of your maflerly 
acquifitions f and how flrongly ought it to excite a deiire in the public to 
fee the whole train of your able negotiations laid open to general view; 
that they may triumph in your atchievements, and enjoy the fatlsfadlion 
of confidering the means you applied as fo many guiding lights, or lead- 
ing flars, to the glorious eled for your fuccef&rs, in mifQons ordinary 
and extraordinary, to diced them how, with a becoming fpirijt, to aflert 
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the dfgpi^ of their {bvtrcign*s crown> ami the interefis and rights of 
their country* .1 

But. in the Kingdom where your Ii^^;]^*i* negotiations muft be ever 
remembered mth fo much honour to your name, and to which yoa f^ 
lately paid an oblieing and occafional viiit, permit me to congratiitate 
you on a new and happy fight (that you doubtlefs enjoyed becaufe I well 
know you might have dxmo it) w|iich was aawholcTome humiliation of 
our fancy Canailky fo long wiihed for by elegant and elevated mind*. 
There, my Lcrdy the ba& blood of fuch ufelefs wretches as common 
failors, which is apt to boil up into diforder at home, was to be beheld 
correded by labour, by hunger, by fetters, and by ib-ipes. They were 
to be feen diained to moors, jews, negros, and Anions, even in violation of 
the law of nations and the conftitiitional ordinanoet of that Kingdom, 
begging while they were employed in deahfing of theftreets, and fcourged 
to diligence in the vileft and moft ignominious employments. But indeed 
£nce your Lmrdftip honoured that country with your refidence in a ptiblic 
chara^r, as extraordinary as necefiary chailifements have been feafo^ 
Dably inflided on fome of our higher rabble there: one indance, at 
leaft, of which bids £ur for being held in everlaAing remembrance. ^ 

But, my Lord^ by thefe triumphs your glory is not to be bounded. I 
fbrfee (furely by infpiration) that a time will come when in the face di 
the world, your Lordjhifs candour^ wifdom^ j^ce^ integrity and oh^ 
dience, will fhine forth on a great occafion, with fuch 'uilrivatied luftre^ 
that a whole people (hall be loud in their pceans to yot»f praife. 

As I am follicitoos to be thought a panegyriil of delicacy, Iht^jxMlt 
JjordjUp and the public will grant, I have with great propriety feic^^ed 
the motto which I have placed at the head of tms humble and inacle^ 
qusrte performance. No cnainent ftat^man ever adapted it with morfc 
troth to himielf, than I hope it will be flowed, I have done on^ thtb 
flffreeable occafion. And in nothing would I be believed to fay 'i^bat 1 
tbink more than in fobfcribing myfelf, as with the profoundeil retpeft 
and higjheft veneration I do^ 

MyLord^ 

Your Lordfliip's 

Sincere admira:,t 
and moft devoted, 

hiunble iervaitf , 

A T T I ci; S. 
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' The ^incipTe of^onour gives vigo^r^ every movement of tbe flate^ ; 
^ A s^ ' M Ejiiffiate of the manners and principles of ij^e times. - 

lewri, in a former paper, the good effeds 
^hilfe it operates -ftrongly in free/lates; and 
is (hat attend the lofsof it; I fball now 
W ^Migarinn I thf« i«ri iWy^tf und o i ' lit 
Dconnaer how neceflary to the welfare 
zemeni of regal Dominions, the encou- 
id obfervance of honour fhoqld be deemed ; 
luft depend the glory and flability of the 
, happinefs and fecurity of the pepple. An 
cnqtliry iVell worthy of our making, as honour is a principle: 1^0 lef? nc- 
ctmvy to be cultivated than virtue.in our country; whofe political confli- 
tutibh being compounded of the three orders of. government, namely, 
monarchy, ariftocracy and democracy, all the qualities rcquifite for invigo- 
rating them feverally (hould be blended together in our mii)4§ ?jp4 hearts, 
and niade influential of our opinions andpraftices.' 

Honour, though' fpringing from a lefs valuable root than, virtue, is of 
a fimilar growth;' and bften pr6dudtive of moft, if not all, of thagood 
efFedfs of it, in th^foc^Lintercourfe,' and in the operations of govern- 
ment. * Without frecdJiP the higher virtues are feldom^feen to grow up 
and.flourifh, to an elevated eminence : yet in kingdoms of the moft dcf- 
potifltfwAji;, ho^P^r taay be made to acquire the greateft glory, and even 
to^^raiifi^^appinefs to an almoft equal de^'ee. But in proportion a^ 
govbfnSro^ or boundlefs, thofe Qj^rable, effefts of honour rauft 

be^tH^hent 6t precarious : This; will appear alike evidggt &om exa- 
, rtlftjhlpme hlftoriefe of ancient arid the condition of msfdom^Mgdotns. 
-mLA. ' -- ;- . \ f • '. ' ': V/\ The 
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Tht]\}d\c\ous Monte/qaieu Ttj^il/ohfcvYCS^ that the advances of go- 
vernment to defpotifm are but fo many approaches of it to danger. This 
i$ obvious from a furvey of the ancient Roman tyranny, which all along 
fubjedtcd their very emperors to a meriinary army; by which they were 
fet up and pulled down, as military intereft or even humour might re- 
quiie. The fame is to be obferved of the Turkijh^ Moorijh and Bj^n 
governments; whete we find miniflers and even monarchs lei4 ie^ure 
than in countries where fway is more. limited and moderate. 

But the paflion for uncontroulable power is apt to be foilrong in the 
minds of prinocs, as well as the third of antbhion, that they are feldom 
fatisfied with lefs than what, by its very acquilltlon, proves deftrudive 
of th€ «Kk they ptirftie. Thus they feck an cncrcafc of power that en- 
dangers their jxmerity, and an encreafc of territory that hazards their 
dominion k 

. Whois4W>t convinced, for example, that the extent ofthei&»7W7 
empire was the gf eateft caufc of its dcftrudlion ? Or who can doubt but 
that the Turkijb or Ruffian empires would be muc|i more powerful tKan 
they are, were they greatly contra^cd and better governed ? Nay, was 
the gallic monarch as unconMMflable as he evidently feeks to become, 
and conqueror of all the countries he defires to reigjj over, no weans would 
probably htio likely to put an end to his family and their domination, 
as thofe that he is fo ailiduoufly applying for their eftabliflimeiit i« 
greater glory. 

Moderation therefore, in authority as well as in the extent of territory^ 
fliould be the council of wifdom and integrity to princes. What Cbarlei 
the bold, the laft AyjktofBurgunby^ loft by the Want of*t, tiiayi>elfeeii 
in Philip de Comines ; which were no lefs than the richeft pofleffiona in 
Europe; fucceffions that would have made his ho^fe the moft povrirful 
of any therein; his life; and the annihilation of his' family^ byitsfinfing 
into another, atid thereby, in efFedr, coming to an end* Suchale^rn 
to princes, againft ungovernable pride and ambition, as is hardly to be 
parallelled in hiftory. 

But to confine myfelf more clofely to my fubjed; let me obfervfc i^% 
no monfarchies ever have been, nor ever can be, profperous or great but 
from an: apparent honour in the adminiftration of government; bytha 
tfFeflion and gratitude it excites, and the infpiratbn, therefrom, of the 
fam? principle in the minds of the people. Few wicked emperors of 
the Romans made a great figure in war, or promoted, or even enjoyed, 
at home, dvil or domefHc happinefs. And in later idngdoms, it wUiie 
the miferies were extending that ordinarily fld||;from defpotilm^ a fran-< 
tical paflion for the fovereign^s gtory has occauonally raged amondi the 
people, as was remarkably die cafe with refpeft to Charles the Xllth oi^ 
Siveden and iMiis tke XI Vth of France^ they were but (hort flaAes of 
mifguided iZeal, d}e tranfitorytn&tuationsof diHempered minds; excited 
perhaps by the exertion of man]i^ extraordinary virtues in one prince, and 
adifplay of many Uloftrious qualities in the other. But what have the ^ 
confequence^ been of the happy recovery of calm reafon in both kin^ ' 
domsj where that honour furvived which had been fo perverted as to 
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Operate in tfiofe delufions? Liberty has, in one kingdom, been inftigated 
therefrom to the refumption of a power th^t is even become enfeebling 
and dangero'Usj and in the other a manifeft dcfire.of freedom is rooting 
itfclf in the minds of the people, and is affericd and purfued with a fteadineft 
and refolutlon that make them glorious. And ftiould the regal fcale 
preponderate a little more in Sweden and the legal in France^ both kingi- 
doms mw become weater and hgppier than ever they were before. White 
Spain, 2xia PartugaJj who were once glorious nations, have, by theper- 
verdoh'and lofs of honour, funk into a debility from which they are 
never likely again to emerge. 

Few J^rlhccs arc more abfolute than the prelent king of Pruffid^ but 
his government is honourable, and that honour has given him^he ftrength 
by which he has acquired fuch unparaiielled Glory.. His genius 
IS immenfe, his application almofl imexampled, and his jiiilice i$ 
equal to his wifdomk He is no lefs a patriot than he is an abfolute king. 
No lefs amiable as a legi0ator than admirable as a hero. He is in no point 
a plunderer^ and in all a protedor of his people. By the favihgs of ow;o- 
' nomy, in peace,^^he has glorioufly fuftaiAcd a war againft half ^juriOpe, 
without making' any new levies of revenue upon his fi^bjecSks. He has 
reforme<d the laws of his kingdodi, and has eilabKfbed the proceedings 
of jufticaiiponJuch a footing as to make the profccution of right cheapo 
foeedv and certain to all. tit )ias ennobled bis country by, cv»)tivatinff 
toe fcionces, ornamented it by an encouragement of the iindj^iji^, and 
flrengthencd and enriched it by an aiTxduous improvement of fu^ a$ art 
ufeful ' AH rtierit Is fure to find its reward from him^ al^l iniqiilty its 
chaftifiwmte, and all vice and worthlcfhcfs a Ant difcountenance.^ Is it 
therefore. to be wondered at that his dominions are fiourkhingi thtft. h^ 
is the idol of* his people^ and fuccesful in all his undertakings ? Nfti fuch 
are the. natural effeds. of wife means fteadily applied for general cnciou-^ 
ragemen^ .and ajdvantage. Monouj: being his influencer in every things 
which fceks its folace iA the applaufe of mankind, wtb fee it infpiring the 
fame worthy ambition in all whoadt under him > and even in tfaeverymea-^' 
nefl of his fubjeds. Hence are his foldiery and^vaats more follidtiHi^ to acf- 
quire praife than pro£t ; and hence are the tefigns of his new and Wiftly- 
tftabliihed order^f Merit worn with a fatisifadion that ilihtfrito^.tities 
and defcended e{tatea f annot give. n ! . 

But, alas, all thefe bt^ngs and advantages arc, by the defpo(ifn;i;<]|f 
fovereignty, made to de||Mahere upon the virtue and ^bilitips of th$ 
prince. For fhould this m^ty and glorfous nK>narcbhave unfortunsd;^- 
ly a weak, vicipus or wiliUiiicceilor, his ^qnifidi^ns will all, [Jrobabiy!* 
be Toon lof^ again ; panders and parafites will ^^race his illuftrious w-r 
ders; jufUce will be fold ^ indujftry opprefl j and jPr<wf4pi^wr^. perhaps 
fink into the condition that we f6e Saxony now reduced tiD^j % counbry of 
more natural fertility and flrength, (hat hfif beei^ ruinfd by a tyramcal 
and luxurious government. ,;l .J*I.- 

In France we fee honour operating nf^ftrM^tipi^itatiiu^ and there- 
for«, with a correfponding permanency toii)Q*il«^< The crewn thece is 
not fo abfolute as to endangier the ^fetj( pfilbcf k^dom. And.whik 
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government avails itfclf of a principle of honour amongftthe nobility and 
military officers, the civil jurifdiftion, in their parliaments, catches the 
fame fpirit, and afferts an honourable privilege of controuling fovereignty 
in fuch fallies of power as might, from wantonnefs, otherwifc prove da^i- 
gerous to all. From them the fame principle pervades even lower orders 
of the people : and from thence arifes that general union which eftabliflies 
their national ftrength. ' Was the fovereign to acquire a morp abfolutc 
power than he has,^ the great cement of affc<^on would be loft : with 
individual -confequence individual fpirit would decline, or ferment into 
faction: one of which evils wpuld bring. danger, and the other debility 
to the ftate. , 

The very loweft people of France, who are. out of the reach of privi- 
lege and in general too much treatid as flaves, it fliould however be re- 
marked, do not fight either as foldiersor failors with that willingnefs or 
refolution that others do who are infpired with an higher opinion of their 
own confequence, though the rights that animate the latter are often no 
more than fhadowy, or mecrly ideal. It may be obferved, alio, thaJC 
their vulgar in civil life are the eafieft of all people perfuaded to quit and 
live out of their own country 5 and appear lefs attached to it by afife^icHi 
than vanity. From hence is feen the advantage, though but in opinio^ 
of privilege: and the making of men think that their own interefts are 
conncfted with thofe of their fovereign. Were the common rights d^re- 
fore but a little more extended in France than they arc, it cannot, I tnink^ 
be doubted but that their common ftrength would be propor^nably 
augmented thereby. 

In the mean time their policy is apparently refined, in making honour 
fo ftimulating a principle amongft them. Praife and efteem, which arc 
the foundations of it, are no lefs laudable than ufeful incitements:' and 
perhaps moft happy arc thofe men who are fo fortunate as to acquire and 
be contented with the enjoyment of them. Experience daily mews us 
that great wealth and high titles are often fruitlefspoffeffions to their owners, 
ill compenfations for the facrifice of honour, and the creators of little 
rcfped: without a perfonal difplay of ennobling qualities. 

WchcArthat after the battle of Rv/bacb, his P ruffian majefty found, 
amongft the baggage of- the French^ a great number of the enfigns 0^ thei? 
inferior military orders, that were entruft:ed^with the general for his be- 
ftawal on fuch as'^giSalized themfehres in the fervice of dieir king and 
country. Thefe badges* of fuperiour and regal approbation are tokens^ 
4hat, in France^ recomriiehd their wearers to public efteem, from their 
having been acquired by public merit; and are therefore afpired after by 
a worthy emulation. A cheap and efFedlual way, jhis^ of rewarding and 
promoting a generous, - noble and manly difpofitjon . Should their court 
maxims evfer alter foas to indulge their colony governors, and ftate, ipi- 
litary afid civil oflicersj with the fame kind of gratifications that it allows 
to thofe hated and defpifed*inftrumentsof rapine, "^he* farmers general of 
-the revenues, a greater defpotifm might pei*haps be,acquired thereby 5 but 
jfit would be attheexpence of the fpirit, power,- ^ry and coi!naiferce of 
-the nations whichj^irould all evaporate in the experiment, and be loft. " 

To 
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To be coiwwcod of the trwrfi of dsfe opinwn, we necdtmt «^ 
Gondttbn of their nei^il^Qring iangdo<mof i^'n; where honotrir, jti£. 
t}ceaitd:ftrength miff one* a6«n^eiirty confeicoom as they have been 
^ ji Ipngiined^dinkigr aod AM^adw, 4^i^t)&)r6hd the traces of ex- 
igence, deflaof^d. I 

Tbeir gottdc ^pwnuMiit w«s> as in toother: kiigdoim, foanded in 
virtue, eqaity and a 4«c tmspetameM Of legifiat^and executive f)ower. 
WhiktfaeiramraiiAed) their riobHtftr were%oifi^t and aiuftriouSf 
and^iuch a princkile <^ iioBoar prevailed amongft all orders oFthe people, 
as made Jtheir probity provtrbial throu^out Earope. Bat what HI eif¥e^ 
cannot an evil gMiynmeat produce? The abolition of th^ir conftitu^otiat 
a^anUitm-of theib«es<^the lUR{;dom {boh ^lit a period to thbir civil 
tj^Ui m&Ue, from ilie4Br{fi^ngpf their bqui^ion, thev became as blind^ 
ignorant and refigned bigots in all ffwrilual macters^i alike liable to tiie ra- 
pine of iheir prihoes^Dd dieir priefls, and aKlre 'tyrannically .a!vved, and 
Vmaercifblly p(4ndaped by both. By their furious aiid almoft lindiilln- 
gDiAuDgezpulfion of Moorl(b and JtmOi families^ tfaey fo depbpulatiid 
Ibeir ieiDgdoiii that tvb«s never fince beoi mdretiian a third Mrtpeopled^ 
%nd from die time 49f that hat-headed, outragtom and am bitioa s'Vafter; 
Pln&)k.tbe Sttxmd, a Jlbecefflonof vrinky Yidii-|^lqrjbus andiffprovideht; 
miaces, hfvc fquandered away thewtelth of tfeef(|ate in^tepi-ojedtd 
t&dbiheypurfQwi ti»otid, ever ifttitite as they were evanefcenr. While 
at hooae dMy gfaduaify weakenedthtt Idngdom bythe f^tal' mean^tihat 
Ihoy too Saax&kXiy emj^oyed f<v tite encreaf«^g|MKvtt defbdtifh), 

ThffrjDObUity, whotookthefirft tawifi^om coflHuaiqns, 'have fed l)ie 
Iri^ in, ali kindsoiFcofropdoB, fubferviofKy and- degutericy^ and are!b^(iome 
a^ moR. ali^i^ly dependant and bfighificant oif any bod^ of people o^ 
tbair order in A^ vtmX6. They have no we^t or power whatever in 
^e {l^te: their very > pride is fo degenerated as to make thM| glory in 
fibrviUty ; aud diey think tbemfelves^^ honowed and even favWfedby the 
^fowt from having cotpk>yments given them in whtef^th^ caii tuin their 
^lines, byan ollentatiouadtlcharge^f dufv th^b. And then they; 
fick- their fewacd in a colony- goy^nfaient;*%herei by all forts of'plun-' 
denajsdoppceflioisthey perhi^ repair their fbnnerwafte, befideskn im« 
ntefice fooi. wbid\ they heap uip for diftributing at home, in brder to fcreen, 
lbni}£d«es firoin die eonfequenCes of aiv en'^uir/iiirtq their iniquitous con-^ 
duA; Theiff ideas of ^aiifleur il)»h| with afample of their wifddtii, may 
he ifiinin.the procee^ngfrofth^dske ei MeSna CeH» who Is d|li4Hm 
Grandee oi Spaing and has perhaps ^greateft-ihheritance of atvy fub^ft 
io £«or^'} yet iniadequ«M to the ei^pehee of ah unKmitted hou&hold. 
His &iaify eonfiAsQf many hundred pWibns; andfe continaalfyai^en- 
tiag 1^ fecvants in p^rpoouty, wi^ their wives, offspring and kin(fr<;d. 
Tm& miftakcn greaindfs ts the highi^ft iadulgence of Spanilh pride and 
gk)ry,.tfafii^hdtik&iii£tlefs^and Uirthe&fMne to particulars, and perni- 
cious to the i^ate. ' Foff furely in a depopulated country, the encreaie of 
idle pecioQsmuil be ranked among the greiteft of public evils. But what 
bad fyflems are aotextreme vanity ^ foHy and ignorance capable of adopt- 
ing, and of purfuing with immoveable perfeverance? 

Among 
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Among die more itnmcdiatc creatures of defpotifm ftill ^eater enormi- 
ties abound. In all public offices, roguery and rapine even riot without re- 
ftraintj while, in the adminiftralion <rf the laws, aUjufticeisnotorioufljr 
and unmercifully fct tolale. TradetbcreisalntioftalltUriic^tomonofidies; 
and the feveral branches of the revenue are farmed out to greedy and infa-. 
tiable fleecers of the people; Bu^ cpijtrary to the ufual pdlicy of arbitrary 
governments, the foldiery ts there lead regar<|^ of all thcic inftrumepts oi 
power, and tbev are proportionablybad tptheehcouragpniint they receive:' 
and therefore tneirs is more a civil than a milit^jry defp6f|Hin.. In this,, if. 
Spain has yet a remaining hope^ that. hope willjbe found to have itsikong-: 

eft foundation. :^ \, . J"!* • ''*' * 

The worthieftj>art of the Spamdrds.isit thofe in the inferidr ftations^ 
and how long they retained fome of thf gdod qualities of their anc^ftors^t 
the following relation will difcoven ' ^ 

I When Philip the fifth mounted ^he -throne of 5/tfm, it is well known* 
diat we took part with his competitor Cb^rl^s oiJli^a* On which even^ 
our merchants quitting that kingdom, left their dependencies, a& ^fual, to; 
tjiecare o£ Spaniards. The court, well knowing vsfe nluft have djeftg- 
there, tried by all means, but in vain, to get the ncccflary inftHinatioifeJ 
for fequefteriog them. At laft an expedient was thought of wfadich they, 
judged muft prove infalli|)le: a bull was olyaiaed Irom the Pcpk^ .of-ekw 
comoKmication againft dl who fhpuld jomhii in, concealing Engliffa pto^ 
perty. This meafure did indeed ftaggyme tpfolution of the Spanifii mer- 
ohahts; and thej^^ftlji^^ereon, forcpi^pfe], to their confe^rss. . Thoie 
confeflbrs, cioft ^i^^PRwere Jefui^s, iall, to a man, told them, idhat 
as the matter related not to religious faith, tb?y were .to look tqnft ^ \m\\ 
only as a tyrannical ad of civil power, which^ could not confaentioiifly: 
difcharge thpm from the duties of a truft voluntarily accepted, to tho pre» 
judice of innocent and abfent perfonsj and which if they violated, tbcy 
would be infkllibiv danmed for doing : in confequence -^f lvhk;|i decefi*. 
mination> they all remained fteady in the honoucible acquittance tfaereofT* 
This (hould be the lefs wondered at, as itft ojd Spaniards held treachery, 
in fuch abhorrhence, that tbeyery law thateftabliftied confifcatkmkflig- 
l^tizes ipformers; for, after ailigmng the proportions for other tdes, thc' 
very wocds of it are, and fo much for tbe villain that informs • I have been 
well aflured there never was but one trufl of this kind violated in that 
kingdom s and that the man who did it, though in arefpeAable ftation^ 
befoiD^ became therefrom fo deferted by his relations and all:mankind, 
a^^J^afl:, miferably to die in a ditchr 

But what will not time and evil examples corrupt? The whoje iS/tfn^ 
natioiA:tJ falling away apace frona this and every other principle of honour. 
In vaii^ therefore, will thclf government laboi^r, by occafional applica-* 
tioris, to recover a national ftreng^i and profperity, iwKilc the principles^' 
that fhould be the foundation of b(^, they are undermining for thc ^f- 
tabliftimcnt and fupportof their own unreafonable authority. 

I fhajl, in my next paper, purfue my fubjetft in a furvey of Pcrfufgali ^ 
and fhall conclude with fome^milar obfeprations with regard to Englaad. 
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' , THURSp AY, February^, 16,175^. ,::.. , 

'v' -^^^J^ v'' 'T6 feefdntiAucd'evtiyiTihjRspAV.-. ' ' ' '- •'■ 

: 'f ' f .i^'" ' " J5uch is the \^ld Vgreat Wflionj, that rprmg& ' '. ^f ; ! 
■.,j.,%JwQm order|^, wqion, fuU<:onlentof • • ^ 1 •; :^ > 

;brvci, ji<^ fu^ri ^qnitKen, jnot inv^Be^; . . ; ' ^ ' ', 

' „( . J[hi.mpwportion asUblcfle^ ' • -^ r i > r, • 

15^^ ^ikc. of poverty^ di%xacc, /and eycn| dc?th itfclf j 
g , which are not conidderecl as the greateft of; humaln 
i.ivils^^^y.jioblc'jpinds; but <)ftci| jTatisfataoril^ ch- 
^ I cou|itcrp'd*in.th^ purAi|t of glory ; a" "* " ' ' '' "^ ' 

• |. meijt, againft the ijig^tcft hazard c 

• y^'t ;y ^'i 9^ *^? contrary, wppii ricfies^ tha 
* Yp1'4i^.;W^ l^aiii* of 

!<ifi^t|g^Jtbe,fcfp'ea^^ to /erviceablc qi 

1)e m,caufc for woJtxdcfiiig.if we then bdiold themij 
JAMOm^ warpog vxtd lo mUctnevQUS a biafs as n 

Jg^p^ t^^t'jflfould.ariie from a confciof fuels of put>lj 
jfc;a^^ jat«> fordid felf-loyie^ i^di as tK xnfking |pf 
ir^iBfejfe ^^ th^i;' purfuits;;. a 

therein ©fgeneral welfare and the common fecurity^ T\ 
2^,^refipkaJU(^glQ its ^uip^ paiticulari wiU X<^nite the 
We^t'hoip4v(^get^ ai^d ^U ,be feeq hunt^g 

Wealth wltt^^ the ua\iverial objeft ^ be gfncT2il\ 

;j>lie zj^i ^jijdicc, qftep cnjoyf d widiQUt toi^^y^ . ^^4 
» Mlj or ^ ; w^iuie iatl^ mad kxwMci alter th< 

. Vol. I ' :^ * - ' ' " 
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• 

good things 6f the world, the common bleflings and advantages o(.fo« 
cicty, fuch as national dignity, power, profpcrity and flabiii^, be- 
come entirely unattended to, negledked, endangered and loft. 

It is not ordinarily conceivable hpw ftrongly the principle of honour 
may be made to operate in the highefl concerns o/ a community : or 
how neceflary the encouragement of its fpreading is for general welfare , 
aodiaftty. 

While the Portuguefe, for example, were a rifing and glorious peo- 
ple ; while they weep extending their naval difcoveries^ eftablifhing 
their conqueftsi aod trakiy^tiog the cominerce derived .from them ; 
there was a fpirit of iionour encouraged and difplayed among them that 
rivalled all we read of in the nroft renowned ages of antiqisty« ~fa proof 
of which I (hall fclcA from the records of their numerous worthies, 
fome of the fliining anions of the great Dop John de Caftro, whofe 
'Virtues were of a fine with his- talents, and mey were alik e d efe g vityof 
everlaftingremcmbrtmce. ' - , ,..*.. 

In his younger years, he diftinguifhed hiaxfelf fo highly in milita^ 
icrvice, firft in Barbary and afterwards in India, that oa im retomi 
from the latter country, where he had exercifed a coafide^ble com- 
mand, he was rewarded by his fovereign with fuch gifts sL ^with his 
own flender inheritance, tnablcd him to live with ceconomicd affluence 
in reth^ment ; a life that wifdom and virtue then alike infltipnced his 
choice of: and in the enjoyment of which^ with a calm and regular 
difplay of all ChrifHan, foci^l and domeftic duties, he employed his 
mind in deep and ufeful:fludies : for being a ikilful mathematician for 
thofe days, on that, is well as otiier fubjeds, he is laid to have wrote 
and puUiflied /everal valuable tradfe. 

In his retreat, which was at Sintra, on what is called the rock of 
Lifbon, one of the mofl delightful fituations in the world, he had fre- 
quent friendly vifits paid him oy one of his foycreigii's fons j who after- 
wards, without his follicitation or privity, recommended htm t« ihc 
King his Father for the high poft of vicc-roy of India; to whidl he 
was accordingly named in the year 1 545, and, to his great furpr^^ 
immediately Tent for to court to receive fo very honourable a ch^ge.^ 

His departure for his government was fpcedy ; where, in the exer- 
cifcof it, he acquitted himicif foably and'honourably in all pdiiits, ^ 
to give general latisfadlion and gain univerfal applaufe. * 'Heekalted die 
fame of his country's arms, extended her dominions, and in dviirtile 
was fo equitable, indulgent and difintereibd, as defervingfy to beobm^ 
the darling of a people whom he made profperous and Happy, But m 
it is my intention to give his charader only, and not his hiftory, I ihal 
but finite from the latter fuch circumftances as I find necefl&iy for ilfci 
vefligating the former. \ 

In one of his expeditions againft^ic King of Cambaya, we read, that, 
on finding himfelt in great want of money for the fupport of his irmy, 
he difp^ttdied an officer to the t:ity of Goa to borrow a confideraHe fum, 
beforewhom he cutoff one of his wifkers, and inclofeditin his tetter 
ta the magifbacy as a pledge for the loan he required, ^ferc. the higft 
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veneration tliat his unblemi(hed integrity had eilabUHied )iim ip caufed a 
larger fum to be immediately r jailed than be req^i^ed : with which they 
returned again his offered pawn^^ accompanied with'thj^ end^aripg and 
polite anfwer, ** that his honour 5*as a fiifEcient pledge to them for all 
he afked, or for all that was in their power toobligcihim with/^ But, on 
this occafion, he received a ftill ftrongcr proof o|^ the very high regard 
that his great virtues had entitled lym to: for the ladies voluntarily con* 
tributed andfent'him, at the fame time, all the precious ornaments of 
their pcrfons, as a farther fuccour in fuppojrt of ,his public operations. 
But. before thefe fuppHes reached him a rich boojy had fallen into his 
hands: fo that, when they were brought to }iis wipp, he returned them 
untouched to their fenders. And after . having atchieved mapy fignal 
viftorieS and fubdued many important place?, upon his going back, with 
his army, to Goa, the fcnate.'decrepd him. a friun^phal ?ntry into that 
city, in imitation of (hofc made by eriiinent tonquerors into ancient Rome. 
In the prooeflion, a great number of banners and cnfigns, taken from 
tiie enemy,' were trailed on the grbund; ^(evcral chariots of fpoils were 
like\yife drawn,'in which arms were ornani^ntally ^iled up and difpofedj 
and fix hundred fclcAed prifoners, one of whom was of great diftinc- 
tion, were led fettered before him. 

Thus happily, honoiSrably and viaorioufly Teigned this great patriot 
and hero, for the fpace of two years arid eight months; when the affaiti 
of his government. urifortunatfly took another turn, principally from the 
imprudent conduft of fu^bordinate comrhandcrs in various expeditions 
that he had ^ent theifi upon*' 'Tliefecroflcs created him much iincafinefs 
of miod: but his happinefs and life received a mortal vii^ound from a ra(h 
iweach of honour, in the yiolatioh of capitulations, that his own foa 
^Don Ahero de Caftro had been guilty of i and which produced very fatal 
effefts: for of the firft h(6 never tailed more, and the latter had but a 
very fhort duration . * When a broken heart had brought him very' near 
his end, he very carefully and hdnburably difcharged the di|ty he owed 
to his king'and cotifttry, by transferring his high truft and authority to 
a competent ntiaiber of the ihoft proper perfons for fo important a delega- 
tion : whicih when he had executed with all ncceffary formalities, he 
ifi^ncequefted of them to aflign him, from the public revenues, where- 
wfthall to boy hitn fobd for the little time he had to live.* When he pcr- 
Ctivedthe moments of his diflblution approaching, he publicly, and with 
great (bleninity, received the holy lacrament; m vyhich pious aA, calling 
for amiira^ and laying his hand thereon, he voluntarily took the fol- 
lowing oath,, l^at in nothing Bad Be ever benefited himfelfy through life^ 
titberiy fraud or collujim^ at the expence (ffhi^Jovefeign^ the public y or any 
yrfvatjeperfmwhaffoever^\orBadconniveiattbedoingo^ by others^ in 
Ifnyjhape^ Then, aftdr d^firing his oath might be entered into the re* 
gifter of governj^neht, he firiilhed the a*/ul aft of piety he was engaged 
Hi, and immediately ^^biirc4 in the arms of the prelate who was after- 
"Wards canonized by the nalne of Silfit ^-fronds Xavier, and is fince filled 
the apoftle of India. Thui lived, 'lA the cpnftalnt exercife of honour, 
this great man: and thus did he d^e (from too ftrong a Tenfibility) the 

vidUm 
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viiftim of a brcafih of it| nud* by l {on whbtti he dearly loved, and f 01: whoflJ 
naifcondudt therein, as be had bv him been trufted with the honour of 
the public and iui worthily abnied it^ he perhaps thoijght hinifelf top 
muen anfwerable. When his efcritore, ,^a6 cxaniip?dj after his deatli^ 
all the money he Was found to have died poificfled of was tl^ree reis j whict 
make fomething left (hap a Earthing of our coin: arid that immediately 
on his voluntarily quitting the highcft, moft powerful, aad moft lucrar 
tivc employment of his coUntfy, 

Where foch honour apd, virtue were fought after^ eftedftied* and ,eif 
ercifed, Is it to be wohdered at that a, nation became profperous,, viSor 
tious andgrcat ? Or ought it to be, with ap indulgence ah4 enpou^jilgetneot 
6f all the oppofite vices, that a people become miferable, zhjtdt ahdWr 
potent? Portugal, duriAg the reiffns of three fucficeding o-eat feingi 
John thfc fecond, Emmanuel, ana John ihe third ftWe laft Uvins at Ujc 
time 1 afti now writmg of) by an exertion of ennobling qualities ha* 
been faifed to the highcft pitch.of glory .ihe ever r^^ched^"&ut frpin 
which (he very foon irrecoverably fell: S*cbaftian. the}r ne:^' mon^cli 
Camp to the crown an infant j vvhofelong minority vfrcjiafcened the kingr 
dom : and the ill education ne'received, and thdheadjftrwg, cnthufiaw 
^nd romantic ''''' ^--^ ?_ j .t * r. t. . .. .^ ,. 

inad projed 
the nation 

taifery 5 into poverty,, debility, and even the deplorable, di;Q)iriting and 
hopelefs condition of provincial fubjcdioh to their hijtural,,h^e<pt4ty* 
ana moft hated encniic^'. '" , i ^,^ ,:,.■. .-, ^ ^r 
' When, contrary to the opinion of jiis ^bunfellbrs apd people ^whpji 
Inclinations and portrers were reftra-iried frpm^ the wijii^of mcceflbrs t^ 
his crown in influential degrees) tb's ygihij^ and iinadyiJabl^ adventurer^ 
by frantically engaging him'felf in moor^ quarrels, "had! drajncd off thp 
wealth and urength of his kingdom j aha periihed iyit|i all^^them xf. 
one difaftrous overthrow, by the lofs, at qnce, of, her ^king, her vvl^ole 
army, and the flower of her nobility, Portugal became fqi, d^^.cpte^ 
and weakened as to fait a fjpcedy and eafy prey to Philip the fccbpa^ef 
Spain, and groaned under tpe ywce of that kmgdom for above fixiy .VM; 
Durine which time ^ lofl:^ by Spanifti broils, the beft paiit of -J^ 
valuable acquifitions in the eaft^ and fuflfered greatly^ at Ijpin^ f^e 
her unuatnral and tyrannical rulers : (ill grown impatiept c^ljtf 14^ 
loflTes abroad, the imnienfe drafts frooi her ,of wealth by j-jtjn^'a^ 
ftrength in people to fill Spahlfh armies and pfofecute qj^ia^plu^ ]^p^ 
thing concerned her, with 'a violation of ailber ftipulat«dcomji^l^ 9^ 
union, tlie noblcft of hcf fpirits at len^. fermehtea into fuch^dfe^owr 
tion as engaged i few great minds^ wrho inherited i^me* of Ui6l^^ 9^^ 
litles whidi had fb gjbrioufly renown^ .theif for4fath^prs» to JQ&^ j^ lain 
endeavour tor the refcuing b( their aiuntryV And ai;cordibglj{, at Jhc cnA 
of the year 1 640, they wddfenly. ifte in behalf of the hbufe, of Jr^|;aijt^ 
^ andtheir own antrent^tx)ilftitiii$on^ and, agalniE all4)exchaiu:xft 
ofprobab^ty^ hy^tt^tfmg fortitude and invincible honour, iucceec^^ 
' ^^ ^ ' ^ M^1^ 
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With the irilDratioh of their hatiiral kings; they ' anerted and el!a- 
bliflied their own legal liberties^. Their national cottes, or parliahients, 
levied the neceflkry taxes for thfc fiipj^brt 6f governmeiU : and every 6r- 
. dcr of th« people recovered the enjoynletit of very viiluable priveleges; 
But, ulasJ bavirtg trufted more thari ivifefbbjdas Ihotild to the gratitude 
and goodnefs of a reyal family whorh they had To highly obliged, alopg 
with the narrowing c^per^tions dn* fenb^irTeage, of a rdigidn fiipporfed by 
blind bigotry and the rigorous p^ftcotions of an in(![uifitioh, the cor- 
ruptions of a long jpeacei and the court- fappih^ bf] judicial integrity i 
they have infenfibly fuffered the whole frattie ofthdr legal cbnftitution 
to rcfohre into the m<5ft abfolute derpotifei; and their fpirits to- fubfide 
to the low eft degree of ab3e6: fertility j' without even a fhadow remain- 
ing, or a veftlgt to be feferii bfthoffcrightsthatthfi]^ Wtfeorigindly pcif- 
cffed of, and fo lately reftored to; ^ ... 

^^/^Mi the entii-c Ibfs of their* Kbcrtlesi their riidrals, their princi-^ 
pics, tncir courage, their induftry and their ftrehgth; have worn dawn; 
And thotltth they arc hot^ as yet, quite ftript df 'all their good qualities^ 
yetthofe tftat renSairi with them haVe then- ftrong biafles toerrgr, and are 
therefrom degeneritlrig apace rntb b^ dnris./ . Vanity and pride, the firft. 
-violently indulged arid the latter ill pifaced,. thfe fhre and generating evils of 
linking ftates, are hurrying them adace tb their ruin. Thefe, with the 
moftihameful corruptidriS and proftltutionSof juftice,, are evils that arc 
ther< eradicating all the principles of true honour, relaiihg the herves of 
powcr^ and loofening the great bands of fociety. So that, as the next 
icing of Spain will bring with him to the throne of that kingdom a very ftrong 
hereditary clain* td the cfowJT of Portugah, it iS iiot to^be doubted but 
that th* firft of his fucceiTors who is in able and ehterpfizihg prince will 
vigoroufly profecute that claim^ efpeciaHy as, with Regard to his fubjefts, 
he carmcK engage in ft more ptopulat undertaking i for of the independence 
bf Pi)rtugal there U hardly a Spanrard who can eveh fb much as dlfcourfe 
with tctoper^ or that eVen ufes a decency of fbeex^h towards that nation, 
JL/itile doubt can thercfdfe be entertained that they will be again fubje<3:ed j 
and whan they isire (b, the bonds that fetter them will probably be forged 
fo ftrong: as to betOrfie quite indiffoluble. 

And co^eratii>gto this fatal end appear the governing fflaxiimof the 
prefent court oi Portugal y who are^, in the purfuit of the wildeft defootifm, 
deftrojfittg all that hdhour in whichthe ftrenWh of monarchies conufts j by 
poUationtin alkbe o^ratic»i« of pow6r, ?ind cdrruptio^intheadmiiniftra-. 
tiom of jiift ici. They harraifs, oppnefs and difguft^ ail orders of their people^ 
by cncreafing^tbe farmings out of their government revenues j by diJibUng. 
oomnmerccj from' dining it into monopolies; by proftituting the otder of 
nobility, from admitting unworthy perfohs into lii but moft of all from 
oiveiiiorning th<f jfyftem of a noble pody of ancient aws^ by an unccafing 
pronjiilgatlonof hevr'oncs; fepugriartt to foQnd policy, corr(iptive of 
^ood practice, and univerfally dilanimating to the people; moft of them 
being even framed with an afperity that makes them unexecutable. To 
thefe mifchievous evils is to be added another, that in the end may per- 
haps prove the moft fatal to them of all^ which is a difpofition to dif-- 

oblige 



Digitized by 



Google 



i^5 mc n tis IS. i\ lj Uy vio. 23. 

oblige all other njitioaSi frota this falfc though fpecious ,opinion> that it 
is to the advantage of ho one to quarrel with them ; and that with the 
Worft of provocations, and even when the biafs of pecuniary intercft is 
removed (which tbcy arc Iqo violently labouring in every thing to do) ^ 
that, from a mecr jeaJoufy of one another, the feveral nations of Europe 
will always contribute to their fupport . Whereas fuch a depowrfance cxr 
jperience fhould convince them may fail: and that unceafing difgufls may 
hiake even their moft natural allies grow indifferent to their interefts: 
or teiiipt thenri to accept a gratuity for the giving of them up. This at 
leaft may become the cafe with rcfpcft to Great- Britain, whofe fubjefts 
Would never fuffer their government todefert theni wliife they receive from 
them fair ufage ; but, with an encreafe of contrary treatment may, per- 
haps, be provoked to compell meafures .that would bring on xheir final 
deftrudtion. 

Spies and in^rnKrs, infulters and opprefTc^s of the people, tH^ thofe 
faoW mbft carefted, and the only triumphant in Portugal : where an im^ 
potent and, in general, illiterate nobility are bowed to fcrvility, and an 
iniquitous body of Judges are abufinj^ juftice from favour or for money ; 
alike contributing therein, to the deftroyipg of all morals and the difani- 
mating of all worth. Such are the mournful effeds of perverted or annl* 
bilated honour ; ever contributing to weaknefs, dejedion, and, what muft 
be confequ^nt of their eilablifhment, national overthrow and ruin. 

Thefe people, who towards the middle of the thirteenth century dc^ 
pofed their king Sanchb the fecond, and alfo fo lately as in the year 1 667 
Afonfo the fixth, for incapacity and bad government, and both of them 
for the expreft error of being fwayed by evil counfellors and pernicious 
favourites, have fo cffcdually loft all their ancient fpirit and fenfc of * 
coiiftitutional rights, as tamely to fuffer themfelves to be dragooned by 
a^ew hungry foldiers, and propertied away in the plunder of a combi- 
nation of civil harpies. What happened lately in the tyrannical and cruel 
proceedings at Oporto, in fupport of one of the vileft meafures that any 
governmenteveradopted,,and the fupinenefs thereon of the ^eft of thenation, 
are melancholy proofs of their great national diegeneracy. And indeed 
what all orders of them are continually fuffering from a nunifter they hate 
and execrate, are fq many inftances of their altered principles : for their 
oppre^ons are fuch as they would not have fuffered, hardly in a fingle 
mftahce, fifty, years ago from one whom they had even refpe£ted in aa- 
eminent degree. To what can this be owing but a [qCs of that honour 
which once made them a great and valuable people ? apd.to what does 
the undermining of that ennobling principle tend, but the veiy lofs of 
dominion to a mifguided fovereign family who mufl, in the end> fall with 
their;:i^amp^^ arid debilitated fubjeds 

•'Haviiig amplified beyond my intention in this view of Poriugtl, I 
mixft affi^ to another paper wlmt I have to obferye^ on this fubieS, re-- 
lating to iny oWn country. 
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And fay, to which does our applaufe belopg, , ' 
1 :* ^his»nev^c5urtjargoh, or thegpodoldrong? ' * ., 

. -: .The modern liineuage of' corrupted Peers^ 

: Of-whw was fpoke at Cr^ and Poitiers? * 

1^ F .< P»i i l fciui i i:!j > VJteiiite e thfe htftttf^flf tifll^Wh na- 

) tiftn, an impartial nund wiH be '^""* V/s /»*«*i}^^ iJUx**. .% 

[ this cohvidion, ■ that ho ting oj 

\ great tn- haffy hut in proportion 

\ NOUR apparently i^^ated in bis 

i with an bdnourabU ddminijlrati 

\ fame printipUbhs been Jure to 
• pedpleyaliietotbegtaryandforthe 
divine truth ! pokvted out .te us by thefing^of the I 
we need but to look for the fureft of allcertaintiQS,d< 
' TBis.ls.'udden'kl^y (exemplified"i» almoft every! 
t]Ne£drc the: conqueft. But oiir accbuntsr of thofe 'r 
dark and dubious tb^n of the times pofteribr to '\ 
I (hall ooofine niy principal obfervatk)ns to the re 
the incontrovertible te^mcmies of records, and tl 
ofhKlocia&s; - .-,..; v., ... ) , » i . , . ,«. 

V •On the acceflion of the fe-ft N6rrftiA^\^ ftifed the 

Coofuemr, (fof hofwri^ly focvcr he may htvi^ b6erf <;alled the Vs^i^ti^er 
of Sbroidy he cen^Mv was- not fui^H biftfae^natib^) frbm' a tob ^6^ a[c^ 
ceptahCG of him for their king, the pec^V bccamd^cniflaved by a power 
they kad ralbly enb^nfted him w^ith. ''But alter thev weit Yubje^ to 
his brotalwill,. it^miift be obTdviecly'thathe wasproTOttioiiably no more 
greit or happy than themfelves. He fo enfecbled his power by his def- 
L ^S&kkL ' n! •. A a; ^ / j^ista^ 
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potiTmy that we read of na wonderful fe<ts of arm$ atchievedl afterwards 
by him : while the very tyrannies that he extrci&d fhew that he ^lufl 
have been made as miferable from his fears and fufpicions as his people 
were by his cruelties ; ever doubtifig the fuccefs of his endeavours, as 
Hiva&vetyfants cannot help doing, for eftaUifliing his own darlmg def^ 
potifm on the perfidious fubverfion of their natural ami }egal rigW. Thtf 
tetionablenefs of which dread was evinced by the pfafttces of his fuccef- 
fors } who, moft of them, ftipuhtd*, for their fucccffion to his crown, 
the reftoring of the ancient kws and cpflftitution df the kim^dom* Which 
folemn compa^ few of them afftrwards oblbrving, ihey became the 

Sounds of eternal contentions and unhappinefs. For though fome^f 
em were not entirely void of good qualities, yet all were deficient in 
the governing principle of honour s and correfpondent th e r e with were the 
misfortunes and uneafinefles they encoantered, the people never lofing 
the remembrance of their rights, apd rarely negleding opportunities for 
averting them* Thus wasthe crown kld^^m fefpt&ed «broMly md ihe 
wearers of it as feldom feen happy at home : miffery and misfortune being 
Itlike eutatled upon the ever-difcordant and ever-ilruggling vailars and 
their fovereigns. 

At length, under the wilfiil and over bearing ^^9^ the cont^tionfor 

prerogative and priyiljsgQ ram ib bigh, that both parties became ^like en-* 

dangered from the profeqution of jS\pii: daims by openj^var. . . And there* 

* ' " "* ts were happily compromifed in the figning of that great 

lich wus, if not the fouAdatioo, the reflorer and af«- 

cxifting noble coniUtution i ^he fineft in its framing 

in duration of any that ever was eftablilhed upon earth. 

thusn^uchofdiihpnoural^y-'adminiftrated 4cfpotifm 

Qg is4t to fee it Qper^tingotherwUe!) let us now take 

rnment and the t^c&& o^it io 4 legal and wholefome*^ 

in, which, it has, or ought to have been in from tha£ 

ny fubje£t reqpires to be doqe only in a fummary and 

d therefore I &s4l^6Gtiyfiog)0 otottbebdft'and wbrift 

ofe.: '• * ' 

hokr of Edward iix firil, Ed'^ard ihc vthird, Mhry 

Mlizaietiiy are the fnoft d^ilioguiAiecL Ail of wboni 

lajppy in themielves, ^acious to their people, fahu^ 

I, and ^ave been codlantly honoured in rememfarsnce^ 

of Henry the third,; ^Edw^^rd t^^fecoml, Richard tfad 

idd, Charles the firft, Charles the fecond and James 

ri t|;i^ mo(t remarkable. , AU of whom were; on the 
or (^^ed by foreign ftate^^were wretched in ibeir 
hem more fo in xhfik death^^t ^our.out of the fiVen 
goverxuneqit, andj^ee of tibe<9d€|)riYddo£]«fe:ali 
gjef s g£ thqir. pei^l^/ apd iyfntmG^l -. imrbderb aoF the 
ivpre un£orf unate tQ. the . .r«alktl^ m4 hare faosid their 
memwks execrated bpr^ ..;.., 

.But'toexahunemore narrowly t^ep^eds of honour in goverliaihAMre 
fhould inoft attentively contemplate the reigns of Edward the third and 

queea 
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queen Elizabeth, tte two, beytwid 'dl^herd, Ac ihort fliining in En^ 
giijb Story* In the former^ galktttry Mf>d'j^atfteteof mind fhohe With 
facfaluflre ofi theihrodc ta made the^ftieqoalities fe(hi(mable thtough^ 
out the nation* The might of the kiwg was eftaWiftied 6n xht cofifidence 
and good will of his fubjedsj and thofe weret^btaihcd by An experienced 
tendernefs inhim for public ri^fettj ahd an apparent 2eal for the general 
:profpericy. Edward had the honourable wiftiom to endoar hittifelf no lefs 
4d his people by the goodnefs of his lftW« and the equal adttoiniftration di 
goi^erament than from the gnealnefe of the vi6t6ri*8 atchiercd by his arms. 
And therefrom he defervingly ha^the Willsj bodies and purfes of his Aib- 
jeds alike ever at his command. Hoftcr&r wai the great cement of union : 
and that union created a flrength that made them alike forhiidable and 
gtorious: naade them fearcid, courted and admired by the whote world. 
In that reign it was that we had two kings prifoners at our court. Theri 
Was fbundai the illuftf ious older of the Garttty and bellowed with fuch 
dignity, from a high regard to merit; as made all the forereignsand he- 
xocs of Europe emulous of bebg diftingtiiftied hy its enfi^ns.' Then it 
Was that we performed foch feats of arms as have ever fincc been the 
glory of our own nation and the envy of all others. Lamentable indeed 
were the lofs of an heroic foA, his heir of empire; the fadioiis that arofe 
ihercfrom, and ihe«^ds of the infirmities ofage towards the dofebfthis 
reign. Ednjoard^ for the luftre of his own fame, lived too loftg: hisde- 
kliheof lift iervcd but to contraft the vigour of it; and fhewe'd him a( 
oppofite to himfelf, afi the conduA of weak princes is tp i$iit of wife 
ones: in aU means and effeds, feeble, injuditious and unhappy. ', 

With ftill more enlightened Wtftbm,* and with a more permanent con-^ 
fiftenoe, did the honour of Eiizaktt IKine forth. ^ She ttKxeeded to thd 
rule over a people whofe pafltons^had beei 
had been corrupted by the frequent ihan 
prsKflicesof rival pafties through ihtee pt 
to the €R)wn was difpUtable: and there i 
the nation as muft have made her 4way t 
if, from the force of her own genitis, flie 
tablilh her ftrength in the influential hoM 
niftnation of power: the good €(k&^ of V( 

her highcft expciftations. By this great and good, prttclplefheawecf her 
fk)mdlic enemies inib m acquiefcehce of her right to reign ov^r theto ^ 
and rooted herfelf in ih6 apptobatlori and a(rfc5ftions of her pcopte. With 
thia (he overcome the might and malice of popety, feftabliUiea a religious 
rtformaiim^ and a civil onofclong wkh it. Shi' awcd Scotlahd^ ' ijuelled 
an inveterate and daln^gtrdUs ttbelKoti in /j^rfi^i,ddfed the wliote power 
of Europe, fjpread a WfW« of her arm* in remote cbtiotries, diftnembered 
the formidable Spmjb ihonarchy/.tepelfcti a moft tremendous im)dfwn^ 
madediihntrM^vg/^, planted ftrchgthntng eb^onies, credted' IMvdt 
ftrength never known in the nation before, and ivHWy and'hsi'p^tly laid 
the broad foundation of all that immeure tpmi^t^ * whfch through Iq 
lnany4iai»tU hat finee oonduatdfucH floods of wealth Into thimngdom'. 

' • . • i... - '•^■'- - : ^ ' " ■'■ ^ ' . All 
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All thefcbleiS»land glorious efFeds were produced by the furely-ope-- 
rating means of regal wifdom and bonwr. Her condud engendered^ np 
fufpicions of partialj felfiOi or vain-glorious views: the obvious objeds 
of hcrpurfuits were the glory oifher crown, and the fafety, profperity 
and happinefs of her people. She afked no fupplies but for the common 
good, and hufbanded them with an apparent frugality that entitled her to, 
and fecured her, the fulled confidence. Her own gallantry of Ipirit, and 
difintereftednefs of mind infpired an exertion of the fame generous and eo*- 
nobling qualities in all her fubjefts. Her miniflers lived honourable and 
died poor. Her commanders fought bravely for no higher rewarck than 
her approbation and their common (hare of advantages in the good of the 
community; while private men contributed their wealth and abilities to 
the lame worthy purpofes. She foflered no fadtions, but made her go- 
vernment fuperior to a fupport from their fordid and narrow operations^ 
She fufiered no oppreflions to take root or fubfift, but even voluntarily 
recalled her own royal grants whenever fhc found they had a tendency to 
the producing of fuch evils. Her ears were ever open to juil complamts, 
and her heart and hand as ready to adminifler redrefs. Public offrcecb - 
then exacted no perquilites, national commanders fattened on no abule^ 
and court merchants contrai£led for nojabb^ Honour was the great fii^ 
inulating principle in all; from "^ch her annals (hine unrivaled in the 
hiAory of England znd of Britain. ;. 

Wnen we read of a voluptuous prince, his honour and interefts fold 
by rapacious and luxurious minifiers and favourites, as Pbi/ip de Comines 
tells us £i/wtfri. the IVth, of England^ wastoX.^^/VtheXIth, of France^ 
( whohas given to the World, in his memoirs^ even a lift of the bribes and 
penfions employed for that vile purpofe, along with the namcs^ of the 
traitors who received them) ought we to wonder that infamy and mi&ry 
were the portions of a fovereign and people fo bafely abofed and fo treache- 
roufly dealt by! No: where virtue and wifdom are wanting in a king^ 
honour and integrity never flourifh at his CQurt, nor can ^fafety and prof^ 
perity be the portions of hi^ people. The heedlefs inattention and conta^ 
minating vices of the king I am now writing of, perhaps iiifuiid that dif- 
folutenefs of principle aniqqg the people which pav^ the way fat his 
brother's ufurpation df the crown) witn the barbafpiv extirpation of his 
own male ompring. . •. - 

Nor were the operatiope of different vices mHenjy the fe^^.i5th lefs fatal or 
lefs enfeeblingto the nation. Cruel exadicHis c)ifpirit induftry, and tbefinews 
' of a body politic are as opudi weakened by an overrdrain of the vital nioi^ 
ihire as by riotous difledoperature : debility arifipg no lefs frqm dull In^ 
difference than from wimton debauchery. Cunoidg is very liable to 
overfhoot its mark ; and the very grafpings of power frequently dtefisat its 
own ends* Ifytn^ it is true, carefully avoided foreign broils^ Bat had 
he been unavoidably engaged in them, his avaricious policy ^might, and 
probably would, have deceived him ,as much as that did by which he 
fought to ftrengthen the crown in pern^itting the alienation of lands Iroot 
the great baronies; time having therefrom thrown as dangecoii%;an(i 
ipertetpi a more reibri^ive^ power into the hands of the commons of the 

kingdom. 
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kingdomi The want of an honourable ihdderation therefore wa^ in hiiri 
the want:of true wifdoofi. And all the wealth bis avarice fcraped u{vhacl 
but its ufual e£fe<9ts, la the niaking of. his fon a prodigal, and thereby 
heaping confequent calamities on a nation that his government^ if ho- 
fiourable^ would baVe made more prafperbus y mA therefrom his family 
have reaped furer and more lafting advantages.^ 

It is almoft needle& to ot^ervfe that in the weaknefs, prodi^lity and 
dHhonour of ytf)9i^i the £rft's ;governaient) die feeds of thofe difoiders 
were fown that loft his rigid and obftinatey^it both crown and life, and 
fent his family into exile. Or after the tyranny of CramweJat homfe, who 
never would^ave been endured but fbr his high fuppoit of national honour 
d^road^ th^ can be no impartial reader of hiftory ib blind: as not to fee 
that the difhonour of Charles the iecond'a government prepared the people 
fbr a ccfiftance of his own fway, and dieexpulfion of liis Bnaber. 

Howfarfhort, for «amfJe^ wasithe exdofioaicbeinp'Of aflertinga 
right (and which might have been their next ftep) to the dethroning of 
himfelf for an abuie of .the regal power ; which he could nDt but know 
himielf to have been continisaJly guilty cf i and for what did he ran tU 
Ihofe hazvds, but to obtain means fpr laviihly Ratifying harlots and har-^ 
pies ? for this he fold Dunkirk ; for this he continually bubbled and dif«^ 
gufted his people ; for. Uiis be meanly became the penfioner of his naltu* 
ral enemy, andtbettremy of his natucalfnendsand allies ; for this hedifho^ 
noured his court of kings-bcDch> bji? introducing into it all the iniqpiitous 
pradices of an in^siaaous and tjrrannicaL ilar-ch^^mberi: in fhort, for this he 
dishonoured his own name, deftro^ed'his 6wn'happine&, made his people 
defperate, and laid the ^foundation of his fimil/s. extirpation. ^vMs.and 
misEhrton^s that all owed .their, birth. to:a deficiency of hohourcin him 
andin^b councilors. j.. 

• Charles had at leaft iagacity enou^ to forfee and fiatell the' amtc^ 
quende&cfhis brother' i blind bigotry and unpliant . temper. What he 
dierelbre &iled in taking care to prevent, itis no( tolia wonderediat /bould 
come to 4>afs. Honqur, ttuk in both the brothera was found ib wanting 
on the throne, flrengjthenai pr<^rtiohaUy. under perfecv^iod, among 
the people. United by comnkin fufferings they grew mighty for xcM^ 
tance; and when the hoiiir of .trial oame» the diMedioh was found 
univerfal. Likedi£bliiring fno^ before .the fun, .James faw his powextmelt 
and run off. And inftead of a happy fovereign, as he might havbbeen^ 
from fecuring the afiedions of his people, he faw himfelf at once redu- 
ced to a condition pitiable by the meaneft of his fubjeds. He abjedtly 
fled for fafety, from three powerful kingdoms that he had reigned over, 
to exift upon charity, die in exile^ and leave a pofterity to become 
homelefs wanderers of the earth. 

What has followed I (hall not comment upon: but proceed, in ge-* 
neral, to obferve that all experience ihews us kings only are, or can be, 
mighty and happy from the encouragement and exercife of hmour. Bad 
as we are perfuaded to believe of mamund, this great truth is evident 
from all obfervation, that commumties are ever grateful to good govern^ 
ments. Kings nuy endanger their own M^ by defbotifin, but never 
canby anhonourai)le> mild and legal fway. It is therefore not only 

^. , more 
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more glorioas but aUb more fafc for tfaem to rale by wfaolibihe laiwa thad 
by a military f3rc€> for that power, When they, role by it, WiU be {mb 
to endanger apd awe, them: and a merconary people or fpirik ii nrrijf 
found merdfiil or forbearing. 

Hurtful and cq>pQfite to aU honour, it tmik be allowed, ir every fpe^ 
cies of corruption. Its prafticoi are digotnting^td a comaUtnity^ and 
thereby enfed^g to a iute. It Offns harmony into difcord, poiicsififall 
the {brings of intercourfe, pollutes andperverts^uftiee, and eradfeates aA 
fodal and even natural afiedion« .r 

I am not fo chimarical at to ims^e diat the£tn{^ty a6diflBic>cencd 
Cabled by poets of die ffolden ag^ is to behopodfbr, dr ^^'tiepradtiicd 
by mankind: or that mefelfifh paffioni are, en: ought, to be deihoyed 
in the human race. Far from it: under due inHdewre and regttkticui^ 
they are natural, beneficial and good. But if, like the demdiits,; tbrj^ 
are, to ibcier|ri bldS&ngs while udder printer reftraints ;* diey a^e no lefs 
to be dreaded at thcmoft d ef ltud tlv e of erilt when broke Idofe frbiii 
orden In the rig^ temperament und ' torn of ifelfifhi pafficnis, the w^ 
d«mor yilendsof goveruoKnt is dien mldenoo^ to appear^ they are td 
be conduded to a good end by care,< bm: if indulged too hr^ will cer^ 
tainly produce a bad one. 

Widiout partial reg^irds Darticularsicomiot^ourKfa,- nor, con&qiientlyj 
commuuitiea: And thougn'no thdrouftUy felfiihrmtn' caik poffibly b^ a 
coodqhet yet, fao a certain de^ee, e?ery«an6ughUdbefi:lf<'mterefled| 
biit no fa^er than is cbnfiilent widi ithe good of ibcfe^ $ everjr flrep bo^ 
yond whkh boundary is towards a wild of equal diforder add daufcr. 

States, in thdr tranfadHbns with oneanocbeit, fhould . prance; ihidb 
hoinbur, and ab rigidly exad^^it:* atiesA iii our fitoadon dns raleof flaten 
policy is with the mofl fafe^ and advantage to be purfiied^ And^ovdnii 
tnbnta liaVc it certainly in thbir powers by their bwn e:samples, to in* 
fluence the prtAtce of honour among fiil^^dto* i Virtue may as eafily bo 
made £iihionablc as ^ioe} ai^Jthfi goodeieds^af it are alike obfickns: in 
particulars and focieties* If tlierefcke the tod* of government is, : «' it 
oughtto.be deemed^ fbrtliegdoddfitl^gptemed, all pradtces that tend 
to general cfil, the general trady, for tkm: own welfare and fafety, ham 
not odly aright tb reieht but almtar^fifti^ and refiibnoe or ruin wili bo 
the fiire confequence of a refdutc and fufiered^ indolgeiice of theio 
progrefs* • 
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Contending /t^m; our «nf^^ rake, ; ; .;;...::,-•' 
Alijce their l»bQur«» <and alike ^^r pirjdff^ . ; Fo^e* 



S 1 R, 



To the HERAXt), '(^^, 



ipo aflure you that I ai^ a weJlrFiihjer tA ^fttfjfm&Ofi 
. men, apdthfrefipre, as J think y^y^fS^^ft^'^^h^o-Omfi 
I underilanding, J (houjd be gla^ tfl(?q?. ypu««Pf>jQyf4 
I in another kind of writing, fu<::b fis i^. piqd^ M2lipt«4 tt> 
I tbegODi>|&oftbeage, and ijrhifibi ipight grflftJrp y««» 
I morerea^^rfli, ^d cbn&qu^otly l^i^ ynHi tOit^lKer aff- 

N Indeed, M^. 3<yAJr^j you may Fwi^t.tte^W^ 

and your betters a$ lon{^a6yqu.,{)leafe| but you yrill ycettaiaJy! Iv\^ j?."^ 
jei)d, thatitjwillhetono mani^er o/purpofe) for 910)1. ^iU be ljt^iea4 
und ilili ^f« regarded. Have not few^al of cpi: n^-^^^oftnt ymntx^^ qf 
ktC) .^givsnitas their opinion, Uiai there never. ii/?l»$^ bfiP^r.:^Qr:;Wr 
jtion In the world than what we qow i^ve j|i? ^nd^hl^VF^ ^aye fo^g^p^ 
tei^ooles of the bie0ing9 in OMr ppweritp c^sjt q^ 3^ beUfjv^ |th«t 
wife 'and jgood people will not be wiUin£ to poi^b^thfm^i ^pifti'^AQid 
i>ray 4p what purpofe is aJL yous ^iu%)giit ^^hs^fffiftj^ pea6o/icf $ ? Caa 
you iiia^ine that any man will think he ought'jiot to maljie ^ WS^-9i fp^ 
employment, or acccjjt of a p^nfion if l^e q|n g^ k^ ^ ^^f tf p^ -|>en- 
Ifigns oc.ten|||aces, with all tfaieir pqtjuiipt^ CQ^ldpf propyl^ im^ 
not yoi^ take them, and ride with ipocc fa^^fa^MoR JA ^^ PQ^f:h 494 ^ .4t^ 
you now walk on foot, as I am fadlyaA^ itis yo^. jU jucki^<M^ j^t 
if you have ib bad a .taAq as to like, or fo bumblfrfi4pi>^^ ^^Q be CWitAMli 
with, poverty ^nd peramM4|o;H pifyjhpe doi^ratpr^cf^djafisr^^lAJc 
btl?er pebp^ but,o^ hig^ierwand l^appifr Pp>piflP« i l^j^if yon wil*pr4jt 
in vaiiily cndcav6vlring tgdo,, it/^>pUiffi^<^;paw(p.lorsirflnjJff|p^ypMj^j|> 
'find vpur,Qoun£fk defpifed, yoijip: wr4t4ng« pegie^^, v4 ypHr pf^frtf^^s 
J|augHt4 at by ail ipajnkind. . , ,- ,•',,'/ ./ . .: i 

Huf not confuted, : with abafing^i^r JBoraJj^ .vcni^^ (f^P>relUfflp|h«Hi9 
ja^even to arra^n our taAe aUb > a tedog^s for wbtcii yyif tm&i ^k for 

yoL.^. ,. . . J^jb ; .«fr 
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very little quarter from well-bred people I afllire yotf . Bur^ oh ! what could 
cxtiteyour malignant mind either to breed cMr'mid^wfejnto the world ftich 
a viprous birth of inveteracy as weJhavc fcen, from the Herald^ attacking 
poor dear Mr, Rofcius^ thtt paragon oft all perfection, who-is at once the 
delieht, the? wonder, and the.glbry of our times! 

Sir, be advifcd, change your fubjefts in time, and make not enemies 
of the whole world. The ladies refolutely a0trt and will openly poflefs 
the right of admiring what and obliging whom they pleafe: and all ac^ 
comfdifhed gentlemen fo contribute to the upholding their Tway, that 
Wife and good-ftatured hufbands and fathers now carefully avoid difputihg 
their tafles and opinions, or thwarting their inclinations JuLjaoji:. things 
While therefore they eflablifh it a fafliion to follow and adore RofciuSy you 
only hazard univerfal indignation by pretending to check iHe in^pulfes of 
mc^e and prepofTeflion, and by offering to eontroul judgments-that are 
above the reflraint of Aich laws .as, regulate and pcefcribe principles and 
conduct for the vulgar. * - 

Say whatever you will, perfons of refined judgments and ddlicafe fen- 
timents are refolved to belidve and perceive that Mr. Rojcim does every 
thing in his power to oblige and entertain the town, and that he is juft 
and generous to the higheft degrees m the due encouragement he gives to 
all genius that he finds worthy of public favour. Witnefs, for example, 
A^isi aftortifliing,' inftrudtirig Jgis! fo ^full of patriotic fentiments, aU 
happily adapted to the ctrcumftances of 6ur times; £0 natural in its con- 
duft, foabotrhding with intfcrefting and fu?^izing incidcn<»«ndiuch 
ftn^^ ccAMrafted and mafterly-delincatedcharaders; fo pure jn its nwn- 
ncrs, to full of coherence, of plots, impiifocments, dapgcrs, diftreflesj 
circun^ftances for attitudes, of chorufes and prdccflions! all fo naturally 
introduced, fo beautifully variegating, ^^ith {o^SbaieJpearean z wildnefs 
and fuch a harmony of diflbnanccs, as nfiake nodiing wanting buta buf- 
foon, with dances or devils, tapeftry figures, elbovv chairs, fwains, hymphs 
and turks; fo chroriotogieal i •mafqub as that of a fultan's ^moiirs, and 
with a witch riding in a flying chariot ;- to make it fo pretty a farddaf^ 
operatical, pantomicil tragedy, as even to vie withi nay exceed, *t1jaf of 
Dkctefian itifelf. - • 

- But, as I halve tlv interefrahd honour of true genius greatlv at hearty 
I carinot help here offering to the confideration of our nrfgW Rcfcius 
ibme bints fortheimprovement of a piece foexquifitelyplann'd atid xvrKten^ 
fo powerfoUy recommended and fo expenfively exhibited; on wHich Lf 
he will once more club his great ca^city with a great author's, they 
may n^e Agu^ ioi another wirtter's reprefentation, exceed, both for 
prcifit and applaufe, every thing that has hitherto been prodticed on the 
H^e: ' and he himfelf acquire thercfit>m 'an immortality of fame, for ef- 
tat^liflwig true tefte and difjpkying that firfl power of foblime genius cal- 
led invention, which (to the lamentable misfortune of* the higheft atod • 
mbft .important of all human arts) even afting itfclfxannot give. 

And.hrft, I would have the mufic of the recitatives and chorufes for 
that elegant proceflion in the fecond tSt new' compofed, and till'tnad^ 
Co minuet time; that the minuet ^^ep may be ufed, as the minuet fi* 
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gure is, in its progrcfs : and ihftead of being told how they were at- 
tacked, I would have them aU dance it back agam, though in a kind 
ofdiforder, and to quicker time, purfued by their aflaultersj which 
will be a fort of route, or flight, quite new and unprecedented* Then 
as (to fupply the neceflary chafms of time for the conduft of aSion) 
there are obfefved to be rather too great an abundance of inftrudivc 
foliloquies, I would advife that fome of them fhould be changed for 
entertaining dances ; fuch as hornpipes by' the heroes, and farabands 
by the heroines, which the latter might heighten by caftanets, that 
they fhould have ready in their pockets to take out and make ufe of. 
But, for ftill greater variety, whpre Lyfander is in prifon^ and makes 
his fine philofophical foliloquy, in the fourth adl, 1 would advife his 
iilence, and attentbh to. ah aertal'dance of the guardian genii, tathe muiic 
of the fphercs^j which 'would be an improvement of the D^iice of devils 
to the fame tune in Dioclejiany and aflroke that could not fail of exciting 
tbehigheft admiratioain all behofders. * , 

And as jigis is too public- fpirited a king, and too good a man, to be fo 
uniuflly abd barbaroufly butdhcred a& he now is, I am for admitting the 
oper^ical licence of refloring him to fafety, at all events j efpecially as it 
can be done by a qiethod that will greatly elevate and furpriie. Suppofe 
.then that, in the lafl grand proceflion, ^his bier fhould be fetdown in the 
middle of the fbge, where it is now held up, and^the bearers all be made 
to dance iroiuidit: during which, a forcerefs might burflfroflitthcfbit 06 
armoiir.boaie belund him, and,; after a circular flight, ieldc^ipon the 
ftage, where wav^^ her wandi it fhould immediately thunder nid lighten^ 
and the mob of death^bimtersf who now follow the corpfe widi bits of 
Itghtid candles in their hande^ I wouM have d:an$fi;>rmed.:into Ji&mal 
fpiritis, with flaoiing torches j.vyho, in a. grand: dance, fhould feem to 
l^deavour at approaching the bier to fet it on fire, but by the fbrcerefs a 
waving her wsuui. all the while they fhould appear as unable to get at it,- 
aiwl fo after many trials give over the attempt. At length, /Vfidt other 
wavings of the forccreis's wand, the parts of the bier and all theflave$ of 
trophies: fhould fly away; and jigii fpring upon his legs, .witli his rc^ 
elegantly tucked ^bout him. At the fame time the dowager queen's black' 
vd):niehts ^nd outward cafe fhould all fall off, anddifcover amoiibeau4 
tifulprincefs whom Agis fhookl recognize for his queen, that hcfmd the 
audience has fbppofod dead; and th^ fhould ccoiclode all with a merry 
jigg'together; the; reft af the^eribnages figuring, at the fame time^ all in a 
gmnd dance rx)mid them. This would be making it an admirable pieces 
iifdeed ! apjece worthy of the high tafle of the elegant age it is produced in. 

For the fake alike of fanie ^d psofit,. Sir, let me perfuade you to ex« - 
crafe yourTthdughts and pen on fimflarfubjfcds^. and 3K)u may dfcpend 
thatyou^wiil not want encouragement from the town, nor from the ma*^ 
n^era of the playhou&s. And to influence you as much as poflible to 
inch an.idpidertaking, permit mc even to propofe to you aiulsged; to begin 
with) which I am inclined to believe an extraordinary good one. . 
' YouLcannbt beignqhint of rhc fucoefs of Colonel Clive in theEafl-In- 
ilics, whofc viflory, : I hare heacdfianciffatf-officers fay, is a vcry^ {^etty 
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one, for a man wtu>4ias ttot been re^ularfy tH^ed in tbejervke.' Wml 
am {fa-ongly of opinion^ Mr. TelUTixttfab that hit ndoty is « proper Afb» . 
jed for 9 good pantomime^ which might be iocompoicdaDd repcefented# 
as to be a'fure and handfome way of inxnortalising it. I (bould tfaebefoGt 
be glad to have fuch an one.undertakrat time enough to infure its exhi^ 
bition next winter; and 1 think it may be called, Hctrkqain Ctive^ or ths 
Nabob defeated. Tht^ I indeed would have done for mote reaibnf tbaH 
one; as piarticularly to do hitn honour and at the fame time improreoos 
own tafte» For I think that I have heard Bengal is not in .Chilian aod 
therefore as they areanc^her kind of people, thty have, to he fore, othet 
£sUhbns and arts, fomc ef wliich may^ l hopc^ be well worthy of out 
adoptbn. 

I know a good many of my friends who begin to-be horribly w^saryof 
Chinefe rails, architedure and ornamenits; and really^ Sir» they lmf# 
kept in fd long, that for the gdod of trade as well for the gratifieation 
oif tafte, it is, I think, high time we Khould have a fet of entire new edM 
iices*aitdfafhiods introduced anoongus^ 

Happily ad^>ted to. Wehich great end^I bold the fidDjefi: to be dtatlharo 
been fo lucky as to hit upoft and recommend to your moft ierious attend 
tion. Let.us have but ibme pretty models in fcenery, . and alL omr Chi^ 
nefe tenjdes will be prefently transformed into Indian pagods,, oiir fails 
be new fiamed, and ouc: chimney^ pieces new omaq>ented« Nay, as 
bor fmoiiitercmirfewitli France is at{>ref^ unhappily cot off, whatm%hl 
wk our atdkieitements be even ki the nK)flimpQrunt foence of all, whidi 
you know i^ dref^! . if yon could b«t procure the Najbcb's feragUa !& bla 
ugfidy rcprefehtod to.iiiB,v,what iroprof^cm^n^^ ndtbe inade 

ifi the lincy :and B^itnefe ofoun fommar (kefies liinftead of nankid bree^ 
che^ beaiuLnugltf wear liiAaAm drawers, ornamented witih pretty i^got 
and elegant tafiels:; in/i iht Iovely1)odiesoffoeHesbeo(xne oniy flaadbd 
vrith a traofparentcloathkig^ fd very t^d, that along with the cupicbfof 
tfior eyiss, we'ihonid behold the cupids of )erery pact 2dx>ut them 1 dai 
Sir, getlnt the models efthefe precious nuut^s, and the whole tivim 
wIU adore you. . Beauties and pretty fellows would ride u|>on one another^a 
backs to catch at the charming things, that pleafe them, and yod . wouU 
befo crooded wifhcuAomers and fo courted for prefereaces, that yoa 
might pst ^oor own prkds oponall you fee to fale in a pnvate wi^^ jAx&a 
the puUici entertainmeot would be every ni^ clapped^ ctouded and a»« 
doredl and all hands in the hadon, at once,^ecoiiie affiduoufiy eepploy^^ 
cd in perfeding the univsi^ reformaik>n of cur tafte. How maov fMtty 
ifaange dances mi^tthe^ becontrived oi Bramm^ Bamians^ Etepbaris^ 
DnotaedmeSi CameisI I ram in extaoies vJjb but dvcn thinking of tfadm I 
I'he dbar Brnmedary a^d Cawtll have y^ttot lennrked the fwec( things 
daat iuie fmbliihed about ^Qt Curprixiqg animak^ in the iiew$.-papersil £> 
new, £0 cl^ant, fo fprigbtt^^, and fo mucKLin the ftile of Rofcius't com* 
pofitibK, imt I am not &t^ in thje o|iiDion he only oan ht^fm author 
of them. ..V '^^^ ^ ^ 

Takemyadvicethqn,^oodMr.ilRiS/^%tif/&, and, £x^e bvMi^liiihea 
and reputatieot wifely imprwe theiiints i^j^iye joa^ ibo good of :th» 

* . * pubBc. 
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' ' I fhall, be as read jrto tontf f bUM ■ as*' a!hy one / who am, witli thcfgreatefl 



ateft 

' ^ Yoliprcalriwfeli.wifterj'lirtd 

liioft obrfdicht, humbljC icrV^nti r - 
LANCELOTElTt^^ 

• re? /ifo H E R A^L^^, \«^ri 

TI/MY do xpu baiter yo 

^^ lufxgs with ftiaking dw 

for, with all your fine flouri/l 

of you as no^ better than a* c? 

^ft»f then ho longer, like an 

my ftdTice and turn ypur har 

fatisfadory to others and feri 

'nms^trKrvygee-betif^ youol 

^paftime for our twio-prnces 

more hefarty -^ood will than a 

d^aVours^an4 mayipetiia^ 

&ur tellii^g us of da^ei^s^that 

radeifman ever like io look 
eazed .with ada)oni(iofis:«po 

~Q, jap: it is timis elx>iigh ti 
.the effe^ pf them. . Do ^ou 
"bR^tthan to thmk it is to 1 
you defer ve to w«kr'the:eJirstil 
^our f>WA, for .ofHcioiiAy inti 
^j^hctfy and in^a (paiiner thU 
pf great tiien an4 ^Aefrrtipt th 
If^ou'd contrivp to iiirnifl 
waggifh conceiis,^ we'd tl^tni;; 
tribute to yffur profperity. And 

they'd have fpecial fale among the feniakS|' lg%re you: then every wo* 
man of fpirit throughout the kingdoni would make you the confiant topic 
of her converfatiOO) an^^vdi the. ^ngrflaints of the fex would all con 
you attentively over in their clofets, and with great inward fatisfaiflion 




opeily Inveigh tat y^o^r ^i^fhooefty . Don't yo^now on what theii em-* 
pire is founded? Ancl by what helm they eui(4rae barque pftheirn^ 
and io^oreft^? By liming to filakeaientoo^Kitoe'^ ^.cRi^^, 
you as the uhderminer of ihcir a othy i ty i vfA t^^Ml^y^p^ifj/Wfy m^ 
difguife their fentiments, you may depend they will all in fecrct combine 
againft the preacher up of iloo much prudence and refervej which, if per- 
mitted to grow into fafliion again, would highly endanger their being re- 
duced 

.. 5 . ■ . -^f'-^.i^^pp^^k 



duced to the' mifery of (>ra&ifing good houfwifer]^, and d^cTolacng of 
themfelves with the dull comforts of domeflic happinc(8. 

Do you not obferve how little paribni are attcn^ed^to by politb peof^e 
in our days, at kaft thoie of them who are fo faociiy felf-fti^cietit as to 
dogmatize to their betters? take w«rtmig then by their nufearriages, and 
beafiiired, old Dry-bones, that we want diverfion not inftrudion; as 
you may plainly perceive by the throngings of audiences and the thinnefs 
of coner^tfion6.\ 

And what a ridiculous pother have you and a parcel of other fcribblers 
kept about the hardpefsoftlMt^es and i&e tBiieried of the poor: where- 
as there never .were fuch provifions and accommodations made foffjiem 
as atprefent, infomuch that nons of them need fuifcr but frquei thejir 
own follies, as I (hall now ndce the fiberty to make appear. 

And firft for infants, is there not the foundling hcHpital always open 
to receive them ? for larger children are there not parilh fchools ? for 
grown boy^ the marine fociety , to fit them out for the iea and procure ifai^ 
to receive Uiem ? and cannot girls walk the park and other public places 
by dav, and the ftree^ by night, and pick up a very comfortable livelU 
hoodr nay when they, even meet with misfortunes in the way of trade, 
are there not bofpitab in abundance to take care of them ? had able fef- 
lows ever more encouragement ^an at prefent for turning failoj^s or 
foldiers? and are there not work*hou(es and alms-houfes in ail pariftes 
to take care of the mfom^d and decrepM of both ftxcs ?, for ihame, tb'^ 
let us bear no more qf the wants or toi^^ng^ of the poor, as ntme n 
endure any but fuch^as are unworthy of commiferittion. 

But I chime in with your opinion tbat our women are a ^eit 
too fondof Ai/b*!^, gndtnereby contribute to make him hotir too con--^ 
tequoxtial and faucy^ Where they run, you know the bucks and iff^t 
snuft icamper after them • and upon my honour they talk of Inlh ib 
much, and with fuch pleftfure, thaci am inclined to think he is encouraged 
by it to give himleif greater airs than are becoming in him, ahd to op* 
prefs genius to gratify hi^ own greedioSft for gain* But people' begm 
to fay they willbea^ no more revivals of his old Aale ftufF, anid for my 
own part, I do afllire y^u, I (hall be ready at any time to join it\ a riot 
for the encouragement of merit and learning, and for the good of m]^ 
country i who am, - v! 

- Old Scotus, 

Your friendly Admoni(her, 

HARRY CIRCINGLE. 

.'■.•» 

N. B. ?^ Utter jifpud H. Freeman has been received^ (mdJhaUhefuh' 
li/hedt vi^»4ihfarvatf$m-H^erem(t in m^ ntxt ^afer, 




I 



^ f 0jyr2>0y.- Printed bjrC say, in thuig^i 
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I A very, fmall part of mankind have capacities large enough to juvlge of 

.*! the Whole of things J but catch at every appearance which proittifes 

prefent benefit, without confidcriiig^how it willaflS^dt their gdietal 

intereft; and fo bring misfortunes and lading ^miferies upon them-' 

felves to gratify a prefent appetite, paflion,' or defirfc 

l^RErMCHARp* 

ROPE the writer of the foltow^ig fenfible letter tieill 
excufe the liberties I have . taken with ic in fuch atttpli- 
fications as I judged neceffary for the publicVs more* 
' readily comprehending his meaning, which in fothe 
periods I apprehended might havd otherwifc^prdV^d . 
dafkjahdTconftqffentlybeenTiSbleto " 

. As tbeijb publications, were firft calculated fori and* 
(h^ll be kept inviolably facr^d to, the honeft infortha* 
tion pf my connttynawii in what it is for their common intereft to khow 
and prafHfe^ and^i^ to give then) a jufl; ideg (founded upon iz&i and 
the fair tieduifVionsixreafon) of men add meoiiitres, iii what concerns th&^ 
glory and good of ^1, withput abetting the fafiiona deligns of any parties 
in or out of power, or of expofidg> conniving at, ti fupporting the evil' 

Eradtices of others, but as they apparently teid to the endangering or en-* 
ancjng of general honour and welfare, 1 think it hot unnecefTary here 
to repeat the invitation given in my firft papeir to all honeft mei^, for their 
contributing fuch means as they are mailers of towards fo good an txA as ' 
thatof falutary reformation, fither ia rough materials or finiihed efiky$ \ 
which, as far as they are interefling or fafe, ihall be carefully improved, 
or freely communicated tq the public. 

To the H E R A L D, er^. 
SI R, 

T F you wittlook bt(y thd votes of the H— of G— , you will find there 
•*• an order for atn ^ctouflt to be laid bcfprc them of the produce of the 
plateditty from year to v^t: which, Jfl am rightly informed, isprepa- 
rajtorily previous to a petition of the company of goHuniths to be ptefented 
VOL. L . C c to 
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to that honourable houfc, praying an a<fl may pafs for the taking off that 
tax, which is fix- pence /^ ounce, and in the room thereof to lay one of 
fo much per annum on the venders of that commodity, to be raifed bythe 
taking out of licences for the carrying on of their bufinefs. 

I beg leave, through the channel of your paper> to. offer fome remarks 
on this (I had almoft faid iniquitous) fcheme, which I cannot but confider 
as pregnant with many evils. And therefore I (hall take the liberty to ex- 
amine it in feveral lights, and expofe fome of the mifchiefs that I thipk 
it is likely to produce. 

Under the influence of a gracious king, we are at prcfent fo happy as to 
think ourfelves bleft with a patriot adminiftration. But asln power, any" 
more than in Hfe, they are not to be confidercd as immortal, it fuccljL 
behoves us to be cautious how we follicit, or unremonftrating fubmit to 
methods of taxation that may be oppreflive and of evil example ; and dot 
become ourfelves the propofers of meafures which, fo little a while ago 
^ in Sir Robert Walpole's time, had like to have thrown us into national 
confufion. 

As we cannot always be fecure of having the beft men in power, we 
furcly (bould be cautionarily guarded againft the pradices of the worft ; 
and not be inftrumental in eftablifhing a precedent which may be here- 
after pleaded for taxing the whole trade of Britain through every branch, 
and even down to journeymen and labourers, as is, at this day, the pradticc. 
to do in France. 

That the goldfmiths trade may want regulations, efpecially in behalf 
of confcientious dealers, who certainly do not ftand upon equal ground 
with their daring and defperate oppofitcs, I moft readily grant; giving 
credit, as I do, to what they relate themfelves of the frauds continually 
praftifed by many of their brethren. But are there not more efFedlual 
and fafer remedies to be thought of than fuch they are at prefent the pro- 
pofers of? Surely there are; as, upon a candid examination, I hope and 
fliall endeavour, with your permiffion, to make appear. 

All at prefent (who work and pay duty) are obliged to have marks 
with the initial letters of their names; which marks being entered in the 
ball hooky they are obliged to ftrike them- upon all the pieces of work 
they prefent to be cffayed. And as the trials at the hall fubjeft the ma- 
kers to be known by the excife office to have done fuch work, in 
order to defraud the revenue of the duty, the iniquitoas part of the trade 
counterfeit the ball marks in their houfcs. This is the (hort matter 
of fadl: and the plea for a new regulation is made fpecibus by reprefent- 
ing how prejudicial to trade and difgraceful to the nation it is to have 
our filver therefrom too frequently found worfe than ftandard by foreig- 
ners, with the violation.of marks" that were formerly deemed facredly juft. 

Thefe allegations are undeniably fo confequential as to merit our utmoft 
attention for the providing of an efficient remedy ; which I however can 
noways confider the propofcd one to be. But what is made the check 
in the firft cafe ought undoubtedly to be the fame in the fecond ; and fo 
enforced by the weight of penalty as to fecure its efFcftual operation. B^ 
men put out of one mcthcTd of cheating will be fo wicked as to invent 

another : 
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another : and therefore, I am convinced, the very rc^medy propofed v 
afford fo much opportunity and temptation to multiply frauds, that it n 
be found neceffary for the trade to petition the parliament, in their n 
ftflion; to re-confider the matter, and re- alter their law. 

But if the honeft goldfmith fliould afk, Are we to have no relief ? Ir 
dily anfwer yes: arjd think a very obvious one prefents itfclf that v 
prove both efFe<ftual and fafe. 

Plate has fo greatly encreafed, in all nations, with trade, that it is beco] 
a kind of current fpccie in moft, adually paffing as fuch from one to t 
other at a certain value. This being undeniably the cafe, fure proper c 
(hould be taken that the fair value of it be inviolably afcertained, Wl 
therefore the law inflidls on an unauthorized man who cuts or poflel 
a die for ftrikinga crown piece, (hould be made the penalty of him w 
fraudulently makes, or is found with, the goldfmith's hall marks; "^ 
this be the cafe, and I warrant the grievance will become better remov 
than by any other method : and therefore there can be no ncceffity for c 
fending, by the fcheme at prefent under confideration, fo oppreflively u 
equal and odious a method of taxation. 

The price of licences it is almoft impoflible to make otherwife than I 
light for great dealers and too heavy for little ones. This will of itf 
be creating a kind of monopoly hurtful to the public in general; ar 
with dealers of fmall capitals and young beginners, difcouraging to i 
duftry. Let me hope then that the propofal will be generoufly reje(fl( 

Before I conclude, I muft beg leave to obfervc that common fai 
reports a new tax is going to be laid on houfes of two (hillings in the pour 
to be levied on thofe who pay the window lights, and therefore, I pi 
fume, it will fall on the tenant. If fo, let me recommend to the go! 
fmiths and their fuperiors to confider what a weight thefe conjundti 
taxes muft be on the (boulders of the weak. For, thus loaded nnc 
than his neighbour, the fmall trader in plate ought to bargain at t 
fame time for an extraordinary quantity of luck, or muft refolve to c 
CFt an unufual portion of diligence, elfe fubmit to ftarve honeftly; ortt 
rogue in his own defence. So that there are like to be nece(rity and tern 
tation to evil created as means to promote induftry and integrity. 

I am, S I R, 

Yours, &c. 

H. FREE^IAN. 

How far my correfpondent's informations are fads I confefs myi 
unable to determine. But taking them for granted, as I am inclined 
do, they naturally lead me to the making of fome interefting remarks, 
well as to the pointing cut of fome fimilar truths, which are obviou 
notorious enough to be feriouily alarming. 

A.defertion of principle and licentioufnefs of condu(ft, firft difpla] 
among the higher Qrders of people, ^ have been long as evidently as \ 
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ppily extending themfelves through each inferior rank, and are now 
come equally confpicuous in alL 

Combination is univcrfally become the word to plonder, and mono- 
\y to exadt : and the pradice, both ways, is encouraged and enforced 
r the enormous weight of taxes as well as by the faihionable and un<^ 
grained incitements to pleafure : fo that allurement on one hand and 
rmpuUion on the other, are everlaflingly counfelling the difmiflioh 
* confcience, 

If we would promote union, (Irength and prqfperity in the nation,, 
formation muft begin where the evil lirft generated : the axe muft be 
►plied to the root of iniquity : to the corruptions and degeneracies of 
e great ; and to the fy flematical influence by money, which is founded 
K)n roguery and rapine. 

Who, letnaeaflc, havcbeen the moft openly aftivein loofening the 
►nds of religion, morality and integrity; of every generous virtue and 
cry focial duty ? Who have they been that even exhaufted contrivance, 
the extentioh of bribery, and exerted, nay refined upon, fophiftry for. 
Jipropagation of perjury ? Who have been the invcnters, coverers and 
arers \^ the profits of iniquitous jobbs? Who the fupporters of fraudu-; 
It, inUchievous and fleecing monopolies? Who have been the encrca- 
rsand engroflers of lucrative employments? Who the fcandalous pro- 
nrers and (hacnelei^ enjoyers of enormous and unmerited penfioos ? Who , 
ive been the accumulators oijine^ures and the grafpers at reverfionary 
ants?. And who have they been that notorioufly and flagitioufly aiTem* 
^ tbeix}|elve$ together to violate the very laws which they had given 
i^Jj^ceis to eftablilh ? , Who have taken the pay and neglefted the dvrty, 
- pi offices civil and military ? have intruded their relations and creatures 1 
b pofb and employ naents they were unworthy of enjoying or incapably 1 
executing? And who have faaificed^ betrayed, and (if they have noc. 
en heretofore greatly belied abroad and too hardly judged of at home) 
en fold the intereft and honour of their country to foreign nations? 
^ho have barbaroufly laviQied the blood of Britons for partial and ini- 
Litous purpofes ? And who have depreft and flarved the poor while they . 
ortgagcd pofterity in purfuit of, or for fupporting, alien interefts? Who 
ive thrown afide, difcouragcd and ideftroyed, all moderation, modefty, 
:egrity, fobriety, confcience, juftice, honour, afFedtion ; every religious 
ind and every civil tie? .who, I fay, but the powerful and exalted; the 
ainent alike in iniquity and in ftation ? The abundant floods of corrup- 
m abeW, by degrees deluged, with their overflowings, all beneath: 
c preflTures along with the examples of the great have neceflitated while 
ey tainghC ihe Itttle, ta become unoierciful preyers on one another. 
Taxes h^ve been made fo oppreflTively heavy that patience and induflry^ • 
I even iinking under thie burthens of them. There is hardly any li- 
)gi or at l$aft thriving, but by bad practices ; and therefore (neeeility 
ving abforbed confcience) fuch have crepe into, and are encreaiingiliyi 
traiSif: an4 jjprpiMficins^ Honcftkbo«ir and uPrfnl arts can now-be 
tdiedvof^^UwM; they already drot)f^ are difpiritedi and lA damgar of» 
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Are not our eyes forced open to behold the fatally-operating effe<3s c 

cngroffings and mohopolizings in farming, and in the dealings in corn 

k ^ ... Ij^Q Jh cattle, and in fi(h ? nay are they not apparently forming in almoft ever 

r. .-Sfi^T^^^r kind of trade in Which there is a poflibility for their being in trod u 

-: "W Jaj^d ? The very reftraint of the number of play-houfes has, we fee, had thi 

^ , 5fi*.^rne pernicious efFeds of erecting in oppi^flive, tyrannical, extortio- 

' *^'^ nate and rapacious monopoly : and this fcheme of the goldfmiths, if true. 

feems to have a ftrorig tendency to the fame hateful pxirpofc. *Whai 

muft, what can, thefe proceedings enji in, but an enfeebling decreafe oi 

people, already become apparent } and a burthenfome encreafe of poor 

aftill more notorioufly fpreading evil ? ' 

I cannot hi^re forbear obferving another licentious fpeqies of fpreading 
wickednefs, which is the open, impudent and unbounded plunder of 
all literary property, made moft remai'kable by the compilers, of reviews, 
magazines, chronicles and even news-papers -, and alfo by abridgers^ and 
pirates of every kind: infomuch that the traders in books now form 
themfelves into confederacies for thievery and impofition, to the endan- 
gering of literature and the debafing of fcience. An evil that, to our 
national (hame be it fpoken, neither lawov Authority have, as yet, 
the powQT efFcdually to prevent. . . , \ 

What kip4 of banditti pradices are there wanting to Jbe induced or 
encouraged in thefe kingdoms, to entitle us to the charafter, .'as- indivi- 
duals, , of the moft felfilb, profligate and plundering people upon earth ? 
Da the clans of 7i?r/jrj and Arabs, whom we are taught to term, barba- 
rom, do more than ourfelves, who aiTociate for rapine, and in fupport 
of ittiqutty? • 

• Tax luxury, O ye rulers! and then we may. become more moderate^ 
in our ^ypences, and lefs rapacious in our purfuits. Set us ihinlng ex- 
amples of virtue, difintefeftedhefs, oeconomy and felf-denial, andjt may 
be hoped we fhall grow emulous of appearing and becoming good. Eafe 
arts and manufa<fturcs, to load effeminating pleafures. Tax operas, play- 
houfes, public gardens and reforts, French fopperies, French fafliions, 
and all un-naturalized inftruments of luxury, folly, and enervating plea- 
fures: lay a tax on the mafters of all menial men fervants, and treble it for 
thofc that are not of our own country. Such are the fit and only eligible 
objeds of taxation- But fpare poverty, fobriety .and honeft induftry. 
Exert your utmoft attention to reftrain iniquitous craft of all kind, reftore 
order, re-eftablifti difcipline, and make the fpirit as well as the letter of 
your laws be regarded. 

But the laws themfelves require a ferious review and purgation : regu- 
lation and reformation are much wanted for the proceedings of courts, 
and of pradtitioners therein, and relating to them 5 among whom fuch 
abufcs have crept, and are become eftabliflied, as make the profecutions 
and defences of right often ruinous to thofe it belongs to, and give fuch 
openings and fcopes for villainies of all kinds, as to render every fort of 
f . property precarious poflcflions to their owners, and to be often hardly 

^^ maintained with an expencc of their moiety. There are countries in Eu - 
rope, where heavy fines Arc exacted towards the fupport of government 
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ilike from thofe whomakeTjudicial demands unjufUy. or. whoju^.cially 
iifputc fuch as ate }u&^ I leave candour to decide how far a tax of this 
kind is become neceUary in England^ and whether fuch an one midiit not ^ 
be made produflivc of the happieilconfequenccs, 

Inftead, therefore, of contributing means for eoere^fing evils and iiai*^ 
quities, it is high time wifdom and application (hould be afliduoufly ex^ 
erted for the effedual removal of fome of thofe we already fq much' 
abound with. Wc have been ftrongly^infpired with a high expeilation* 
of feeing falutary reformation begun. And the nation, with ap anxioully^ 
willing mind, has, for fome months, flood in a calm and refigned fuf-T 
ptencc, attentively wKhbgand waitbg to fee a work fo defirable com- 
menced. But hitherto no means have been adminiflered to their hopes ; 
io that patience begins to grow weary of her credulity : and if fome fignal 
attempts are not fpeedily made, diffidence and difguft may grow cla«-* 
morous again. A caution I think highly neceffary to give to thofe who^ 
have a reliance to make on popularity for their fupport. 

N.B. For the benefit of fuch as Drydtn^ Jomewbere^ calls fucJung critics^ 
nvbovmlibe nibbling bepre their teeth are come^^ I think it proper to re-- 
quire an error of the pr^s in No. 2Q of this papery /»^^,f'i8, line ii^ JhouUk 
vecorre&ed^ by reading be fribbled for be-ribbled. Of v9hAc\i*kind of chaffs 
there isfUch plenty mixed with the few grains of underfianding proved im 
thisfapef^ that any pretended ^obmteer champion for fii^e tyranny^ pr^^ 
Jnmption andimpofition^ is welcome to winnow it all out^ ^j/i^ afterward^ r^nbt 
iifn- the reward qfhh labour. Such haherdajhers offmallware^ in wri* 
ting^ are obferved to be /is void of candour as they are generally fofm4 to be. 
tftrtttb. Theft are alike evident in the criticijm I have di/abled md\ibe 
fcribbler's denying himfelf to be what he really is: for the animal is to be- 
known by bis utterance^ 
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WJbttcaa chnoWe fibts, w ikvcs, Qr cowards? Pops. 

. irt /i&tf H E R A L D, GfiT. . , ^ ; 

tOtJR obfervations on the goo3 ufcs'tliat aire made, m 
\ other countries j of honorary enfigns'anci diftindions 
f Mreh beftdwed upon and worn by brave men, as 
5 adequate rewards for the nwft eminent feryices per- 
I formed by them to their king and. country, pu^ to 
^ convince us of the foundncfs of thaj^ bolS^ if!^ 
j contrives gratifications fo cheaply ^^^W^^^ 
, . ... viceable, .worth? ft) -ftimulatory of a notary jKrit^ 

-and fuch high incentives to the e^ercife of martial gallant^jr, anq to th^ 
iiazardons^atchicvcmentsof heroifm. 

. It the glorious ages of Greece and Rcme^ when iuch' exterior orna- 
axicntS isi wi^eaths gnd garlands were made the certain tokeps of interior 
virtuje> or manifei^ed merit, in their wearers^ we Bndnc 
.deter> nb difficultly impede, the progrefs of valour fc 
Hon. And. being found the conftant and fure rewards pi 
tkmsy and by no other meanit whatever to be acquired, ; 
caaie worthil][; ao^bitious of wearing them for his own ^ 
)S:quentIy of wipning them by atduevemeots t^ 4110ft i 
/ important to his country- 

All moaern military orders, it niuft be allowed, derive their iqftitu- 

,tion$ from the iame animating policy, or- excellent iourcct But time^ 

N the espericnrai corru{)ter of all d^ngs, tha!^»' i^'tbe dogei^erated ag^s 

^ of olc^ proAituiaci to the brows of panders and pai^afitoVulyp.riewa^ of 

fordtude and v^oxxx^ has d^aded evtry fymbol of hooou t, ,ih our days, 

.ii^oW mcer. bad^^i^ court fiivQur. civil influence!, o^ even of pecti'* 

jniOTV^ice: ^that m^ea4 of being conjdder^d M^c infatfibl^ tokens 

^jfrv^f, anfl exahpdt worth, awd from .thence the ejifciters ojf grate- 

^^ fuf^neiwio^ wearers, we are apt, at beft> but tp wrvey 

^ '^ . th^ni ; with ejes of jduU indiifferencei often of c^r^empt, and ibavtimts 

.^i abhorrence J. juft jb nrcipordon as they are confioetcd xq be the r«- 

.. V6t(,L ; ©d ^' ward9 
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wards of mean fervility in their wearers, the purchafe of dishonourable 
compliances, or the pay of facrifices hurtful or dan^rous to the com- 
munity. 

This, in our depraved times, candour muft acknowledge to be die 
condition of things of this kind in almond every nation of Europe, ex- 
cept Prujfia. France indeed has the art of making her fower orders ac- 
ceptable gratuities to brave men for gallant adions. But her higheft 
order of all, which is that of the Holy Gbojiy they fee as frequently pro-: 
flituted there, as fuch honours, in general, are in other countries: a 
praftice, however, that the people want not the fpirit very frequently te 
ridicule. I have, myfelf, feen a print that was publifhed on a late pro- 
motion of knights to that companionfhip, which feverely expofed the 
pretenfions of fome of thofe who were advanced to it ; as for example, 
behind the figure of a warriour, flourifhing a drawn fword, there ap- 
peared another, in a civil garb, holding out a fcabbard : which repre- 
iented one whofe qualification was that of being related to the- royal 
miftrefs. So true is the poet's obfervation, when he fays. 

Stuck o'er with titles and hung round with firings, * 

That thou may 'ft be by kings, or whores of kings. 

But it muft be obferved, that the debafement of dignities which ought 
to be facred to an eminence of merit, only ferve to make rewards cheap 
that ftiould be valuable, without conferring honour on fuch as are the 
unworthy wearers of them. 

That titles and badges of diftinftion were, in former times,, only to 
be obtained by valuable fervices in our nation, is a truth that will admit of 
no controvpr^. . At the firft eredtion of our illuftrious order of the^^- 
teTy for inftance, and through feveral fucceeding ages, the regifters 
thereof ftiew that eleftions to it were invariably made of men not 
eminent fo much for their high rank, as for their great fame in arms: 
the qualification of birth required being no more than that of a meer 
gentleman : but the abfolutely requifite oualifications were fuch as the 
luftrc of blood, or the power of great poneflions, of themfel ves, could 
not give. By thofe they were entitled to be called or become noble; 
but fo be made moji noble, required the poflfeffion and exertion of great 
perfonal. virtues and abilities, a glorious difplay of honour, ofcondud, 
and of magnanimity. 

\ So facred to true merit, therefore fo arduoufly fought after and fo fa- 
tisfaftorily received, were the appellatives of honour in thofe days, that 
we. find knighthood conferred by the black prince^ after the battfc of 
' ToiSiierSy on the bleeding, and it was feared mortally wounded. Lord 
Dudley} thougli he was at that time a companion of the order of the 
garter^ And after the battle of Agenctmrty we read that Henry the fifth, 
conferred the fame honour on the expiring Sir Da^id Cam^ as a gra- 
cious confolation to him even in death, and the higheft reward he could 
beftow for* fo fignal a bravery as he had heroically manifi^flrd in that 
meniorable aAion. Nor fliould I omit ment'ioning the condufl: of our 
^ealt Edward the tfiird, who having4)ut juft before knighted his eideft 
ftood at a diftance and faw lliim fight the famous battle oi Creffy • 
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where being told the prince was in danger, and that it was aeccflary 
to fuccour him ; he replied, no : let my boy earn bisf^urs. The honour ^ 
of the day Jhall belts own. Thus by encountered hazards and heroic 
enterprize were military diftindions atchieved of old : which have fince 
been degraded to rewards, In civil h'fe, for buying and felling, for bow- 
ing and voting, corrupting and tricking, and all the little arts of bafe 
policy that can defile and enfeeble a community. 

It was one of the wife maxims of our great Queen Elizabeth not to 
proftitute the honpurs flie conferred, or to make them cheapo by be- 
ing too lavifh in her bellovyral of them. And as (he made them the 
rewards only of the moft eminent fer vices, /he thereby laudably ex- 
cited in ail herfubjeds a gallant emulation of performing fuch adions 
as entitled them to be diftinguifhed by her favour. In foreign expedi- 
tions, fhe empowered her generals to confer the honour of Knighthood 
on fuch as by feats of valour made themfelvcs worthy of receiving it. 
And military knighthood was fuch a diftindion as a Raleigh or a Drake 
then thought a reward fuitable to the higheft fervices they could per- 
form. But how was merit levelled and order confounded by the un- 
diflinguifhing liberality in thefe and all other matters by her unworthy 
fucceuor ! James, who was the filly dupe of upllart favourites and am- 
bitious minions, fuft^red his revenues to be fquandered to enrich, and 
his prerogative to be ftained to ennoble, the moft infignificant and 
wortnlefs of his fubjeds. Hence fuch honours were fold to fbme and 
given to others as taught merit to hegled and defpife them. A fati- 
rical remembrancer was even publilhed of the nobility created : and 
debauchery, cjSeminacy and fervility grew fo general and predomi- 
nant as to difcourage and even root out all generous and glorious qua- 
lities from the mind5 and hearts of the people. The flate becoming 
fo corrupted and enfeebled at home, and fo icorned abroad, as to be a 
fcoflf and bye- word among the nations. To all impartial hiftories of 
thofe times I appeal for the verification of what I advance; as well as 
to exemplify how foon a relaxation of difcipline will unnerve a govern- 
ment, level order, and weaken and debilitate a people. 

If we look into the condition of moft fouthern countries, vrt fliaH 
find in them miferable effeds of fuch generating evils. Idlencfsi beg- 
gary, pride ! with a vain aflumption or inglorious conceffioir of ho^ 
nours. In Portugal, the order of Christ is to be bought for money; 
and being hereditary, the enfigns of it are frequently borne by thofe 
who aik charity. But though they may beg they muft not work 
with them : and therefore they often illuftrioufly fubmit. to be ftarved. 

In SpaWy titles are to be obtained in the fame manner, though not 
the rahjc and privileges of grandees. I have feen a Marquis of that 
kingdom .who begun life with carrying a box of hard- ware before him^ 
to fell aT>out the ftreets : and who thought himfclf fo ennobled by his 
title, that his family can never more cbndefcend to be otherwifc, thou^ 
nothing but what is called the ancient blood of the kingdom can ever 
eiFedually entitle any one to that honour. 

Jtaly 
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. //ii^M.fuUofthefamc tfafiicof both W^ arid ctf Rreh proftltwe 
honoi^.afid vain affumptions, that in the very fuperfcfiptions i:^^fia: 
letters jh^ ftUe fidlers and eunuchs moft illuftfious: vvhilte cpt-bneta 
are tobe.fecn on the Icals and moveables even of pimps by profellion. 
To fuch ifTues (fo levelling of orders in focieties proceed* The 
confequences of which are glaring in the numbers to be found thef e of 
woud, idle and worthlefs beggars and (harpers, with a geh^ral debility 
Cpftatcs.. NapleSi for example, has three times the natural advantages 
^f Bibj^^p^ffrgi and yet perhaps not a thirtieth part of its real ftreng^h { 
Wh^^muft be attributed, more than to any othef caufe, to theit being 
a nation of nobility, among whom it is difgraceful to be honeftjy in-i 
duftrious, but none at all to beg, cheat or thieve* And if by iny of 
the latter means they can but acquire money, they may purchalc ti- 
tles and honours without enduring any painful toils or expofing them- 
Selves to imminent hazards for acquiring them by real mtrit It fiiay 
be an objeA worthj^ of our national attention, to confider how ftr we 
have a tendency to the taking of fuch a turn: and to what a degree 
money, even acquired bv the bafeft and moft infamous mean?, ii k- 
yelling and fuperfeding the rights of true dignity, and the .claims of 
genuine worth. 

When ftates arc vigorcrvis and fairly flourifliing (not as our?' fe fnp* 

Epfed tq be, from fal& niaxims and counterfeit wealth, ill diftributedi 
pnor^ diftindions are made to be well earned before they are worn* 
and tlicrcforc arc conferred with \as much dignity by princes as'tti^ 
grc enjoyed by the acquirers of , t^em. In the hiftories of moft tjpv 
dcm nations, inftances are to b? met with of Knights who confidcredP, 
and pleaded, the luftre of thcir'orders, as a bar to their pertnittin^ 
eveo the fliadow of a reproach to* reft upon them. But if their famfc 
b^canxe once notorioufly^AjlHed, and their military ffeputatlon in parti^ 
culary.they were not permitted to pafs unftigmatized, but became tc^ 
iiounced by their fellows, and degraded from their brotherhoods* 
Their fpurs were hacked otf", their enfigns taken away, and even thcit 
Very efiputcheons jlij^facefullv parked. A defertion of ftation, inao- 
Jion on duty, ditob^dience*^ of, command, or a glaring imbecdity of 
.Attempt were the caufes ^ud^d fufficienl for their encountering df 
fuch dUgraces in a military way. And for apart of thlem, ttieaft, 
aAy very fcandalous breaches of honour in the confequentiah contptflB 
of c;vu life* But as, of late, the want of due qualificsidons for end?- 
tling men to receive honours have been too much difpejifed'with, lb 
the lawa fpr infli^ng punilhments on fuch as ftained them in poileK^ 
• fion have become equally negleAed and rendered impotent. M^an- 
choly proo]^ glike of the encreafihg degeneracy of fpirit and of ptiit- 
ciples I fure tokens of corrupting and enfeebliri^ ftates, and certaih 
progooftications of national ruin. A government, to be ftrong, tfiotdVl 
be admired for its rewards and refpedted for its ^uniftiments. Wht^ 
favours are ill beftowed and abufes feen that cannot, or dare not, tfe 
correded, power will become defpifed, patri6tifm baffled, • nay rhfi-- 
(cuied| and a conftitution disjointed^ annihilated and loft. 
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. By exad difcipline, iiind right fegulattons in civil as welt as militar 
government, we fee. to what a high pitch of power and encreaiinj 
profperily the great king of Pru/pa has raifed a naturally ihconfiderabi 
fbate* . Nor are his .maxims of government and rules of condud myfte 
riou%^eep or intricately refined j but, on the contrary, few, fimpl 

^ and obvious: adopted with prudence and with fleadinefsappliedi . Hi 

laws are no more wife precepts, than his own life is a fhining^ eicampL 
to^U. By honouring worth only, he rnake^ men emulous :ofdifUn 
guifliing themfelves by worthy actions. By difcouotenancingifblly ahc 
guilt, he influences his people to fobriety, and awes them from turpi- 
tude. ^ He ferioufly applies himfelf to buiinefs, and by encouraging 
t!le fciences and arts promotes univerfal induftry^^ He is ah oedcnomifl 
in his expences, and by reftraining thefplritiofitapine amoog:his peo 
pic enables l\fe tp be comfortably enjoyed) with bat little. :Hdisxon- 
vinced that populoufnefs encreafes ftrei^h, and therefore he promoter 
commerce and manofadtures, as the beft means for the encreiafe labd 
elciftence of his fubjedls. He >know& profperity depends upon the coa- 
iknt ufe as well as fecurity of ^property ,^ and ' diereficMre iia ha$ purgot 
from all abufes the admlniftration ^of his laws; Hi^is fenfifoleithat in- 
dulged profufion tends l)ut to debauch the high amir oppress tlilecloW] 
to the hurt of both ^ and therefore he fufFers not his miniftcrs/^dfcr- 
vants to be guilty of it. He knows that happinefsand ufe miiflbethe 
refult cf a good cohdu^fl, and therefore he is the reftrainer of idle 
amufenoents and ia&lvating pleafures. He perceives a remiflhefs of in- 
fpcdton, encourages abufes^ and that trufls of power are tetnptatbns tc 
oppre/Iioa. AH, therefore/ have free acceis to him, and are fure tc 
find their reafonable complaints attended to, and their real injuries im- 
mediately redrefietL With regard to foreign ftates he makes it his in- 
variable prai^ice to dojio injuries to others, nor differ any to be done 
to himfelf or his fubje(H:s. His talents for n^otiatibn and genius foi 
arms are indeed the peculiar gifts qf Heaven. But the goodnefs of his 
troops is to be. attributed to the discipline he has eilabliihed, the incite- 
ments he has made haf^ly influential, and to the great eicaroples he 
personally gives of iadivity, intrepidity and fortitude : qualities that in 
a leader, never fiul of having their full efieds, when a proper r^ard ac- 
coak^hies them in the di^ibution of puniihments and rewords. Thus 
is the admired Frederick a glorious hero and patriot king, fiom prmci- 
ples and pradices Ids refined than good ; and indeed from little more 
than what is in the power o£:all princes to exert: which are opright 
inteintidns and an affiduous application; to bufinefs.: 
, His newinftituted order oinf^tyitoai a woithy beftowal of it^ he 
wifi;Ly makes to.anfwer the higheft and moft ferviceable puipofes. By 
this he hgs created an univerfal emulation ia his troops, and, to fain>] 
felf,. an inexhauftible power of gradfying thofe who do well. Nor is 
therew^d \tk fblid to the acquirers of it, than any other whatever that 
they/eould receive. . The acquifitions of riches are as onfatisfadonr as 

'^ thc|ii|(Iion thatpurfues them is infatiable. The ambition, thoerore, 

th^lfin be eafielland iuUeft gratified is undoubtedly the moil laudable 

. : w \ \ - . ^ ^/ anc 
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id happy to be indulged: and what higher blefficgs caji tojr man 
ropofe, ivith wilHom, to^aknat, than pmatc omtsittment andpublio 
>probadbn? Thefe are obtained by the meer mens to live and tiw 
>nicioufi>d& t£ be^ng about with them the tokens of authenticafettl 
wth ; and .of their living in the obi^vatioa and with the apptobickNi 
r their prince, and of mankind. 

Nor is tfaifi aA of true policy an inveation of our modern hetD*a: H ^ 
but what he has learned from others ; and all h\s voetit^ therein, \k% 
i his Wiiely adoptti^ and applying it to his own/aad his^people^sadvin^- 
tges* The exampks I have drawn from ancient and modem aatipns^ 
lew what great and good purpoTes have been aofwered by fuch inflito* 
ons. AlcDoft aQ our individual happinefs depends upcoi opinion.. And 
lofe, then, are fore the moft worthy of pronratbn that have a taui^ 
ency, along with oar own, to promote the blifs^and profpertty of the 
ommunities we are member^ of. 

I moft heartily wiih, therefore, to fee an inftitution of a like kind « 
dee place .in my own country, which ihoukl be purely military, and 

fft entbcly ^red to good fervice in the army and marine^ The enfigns 
It need be no other than a device, hung pendant t^ a ribbon- at the 
ireaft, or at a button-tbole of the coat, Hkc tlie order of Maita^ the> 
$Uenftit^ in ^mn^ of Christ in PtxrtugaU ^d many others* And * 
here might be expreft fervices that ihould entitle officers to receive it : ' 
ach astheconmianding officer, for eicamplc, of a king's ihip that took 
kuKher of eqnal.or grcttter force ; and otha: adlioos in land and iea em^ 
»loyment that nright be judged worthy of fo diftingutifaing the doeia of 
bera. \ Theftik of honourable, with the title of Sk, mi^t Kkewifer^ 
^ annexed to diis order of knighthood, and alfo (bme mark of diftiac** 
km be allowed them in dieir armorial bearings. But their fees of crear* 
ion (hoold be very finaH, and the rank given them ihould be as high as 
an with convenience be admitted. 

An order thus inftituted, .and well preferred, might contribute more: 
^an any other means to the advanoeraent of the military and marine 
iidias, andiheffimuhtiog of a manly and mardal fpirit among our: 
fficers } which at. prefent is univerfally albvred tt> be too much «r«pt«- 
»g. I fee no reafon why an inftitution of this kind cannot be made 
lufhibus enough to have its en^ns worn in common even with tbefe 
f th€Gsrter itfirlf : For while they are noiade the badges of true per* 
mal merit, they will be expref&ve of a value that few honorary di- 
in^ioos at prefent, .anxing us, can give. 

I am more emboldened to the making of this propofal^ . by having 
€At^ many officers of fome emkiQtice, efpedally in the fea fervice, 
B^preia'thekTvifhes for feeing fuch an order ere^d. However, if 
beans arcnot'fpotrivcd clffisflually to keep itfromproflitatk)ft, iitmay, 
pmi».be.made\>radwftive of^ mifchicf inflead of good, it muflbe^ 
iiade a reward fuatdto^^figkeri: for if wtaers once get it among them^ 

will bt na longer a^bad^c of honour^ but fink, with iattfa, confcince 
id fbrbcaraace, into nothing bettier than a name. '^^ * . «1^ 

lam. Sir, your humhle iervant, 

C U R T I 
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. He, who to feem more deep than you or I> ' 
Extols old bards, or Merlin's prophecy, 
Miftake him not ; he envies not admires, 
. And to debde the fons, exalts the fires. ' * 

; Had ancient tinies cenfpired to difallow 
:; What then w4s new, what had been ancient now ? 
Or whit remained, fo worthy tp be read 
By learned criticj, of the mighty dead? PopEi 

re? /iSe H E R A L D, &c. 

tlX '/ ^'- V: ^ . \ 

|H£K L^nt y9u the letters, <m Htfciu^ 1 judged their 
publicition wouhl irritate the :parties ,whpfq impoTr 
tures and abufes they deteded: fuch myft be e:^- 
pecacd'to prove the effeds of prefiing hard on the 
f<)res of confcioufne^s and fenfiBiUty ; for iathis cafe 
the mind exadly refcmbles the body ; what is {bund 
will, boa^ a free handling : but the applicable old 
adaze (ays/ very trixly^toucba gaikd borfe and be winces. 
As 1 ^j^^eA wdukl.bie.the cafe, Fn^Ue is^ I find, got to a b^p^ 
tilting. But while he, is fighting; behind the phantom oi zvphnteer^ 
by hS> ov^r- cautious, afFeding to make Jcnow^ wj^o he is; not, he lin- 
tuclUiy difcovcrs who he really is* v , > ./: i 

Whoever might be.die autnor c^ thcib letters which ypuh^ed to 
the prefs, whether a diicarded ador or rejeded ppet, is^, ^% 1 copceiye,' 
nofhingj^ the puIdHc; nor will, qrfliould, any fuch fuppofitions avail 
Rofcius or his'adhe'rents in the difquffioh of points that pbfervation and 
reafon can qualify mankind with impartial!^ and certainty to decide, 
upon/ ■ . , ' ' 

Th^t' manners of theatres^xe fometiipes obliged to deal or (a& I 
think Mr. Volunteer niight wii]|i 'more propriety have faid) treat with 
perlbns of the lowieifl: abilities, is granted. But why all peofJe whom 
they are pleafed to mifdeal with, or mif-treat, ihould be ftigmatized 
by our bfipd acquiefcence to felf-intereiled determination, is a pdnt 
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that both candour and humanity will ^pute. Yet It is decently af- 
ferjttd, ibatwbecevir A^ (t«e Hjghty m,) treats tb^ men wtb tbe 
CONTEMPT tbey deserve, that then tbe town is to be informed tbat our 
modem Roscius is deftitute of evtfy theatrical accompltjhment^ and dead 
to every moral virtia. What a ficafing i& thk ffonl particular accufa- 
tioD by gencial evjfml F for I afp€al to my letter^, in pnJof, that if I 
pointfd out iame impciricdio&e^ (Mct fumy mere I can and intcHd to 
point out) iH hi» theatrical perftyrmattces (Miich all who wtH may fee, 
andfhall be (hewn wiHuDy bBnd not to alTow) I certainly did his flage- 
tplpnts the utmoiL juftice ia drdaring that he ig, notwithftanding, xJm 
firft aftor of the tknes» But cur pigmy, it appears, cannot be con- 
tented without being exalted in ffilts, and made fuch a giant as to be 
enabled to ftalk ovet all kinda of cotnpetitor^hip, aad beconaie as unri« 
vailed in reputation as we behold him in theatrical pfofit«. 

As for his moral virtues, I fubmit to the decifion of candour if I 
did not leave them as facredly* untouched as I found chem, having re-^ 
prefented him in want pf no private ones, nor any of a publk: nature 
that the world has for a long time, if ever, iuppofed him to be m the 
poiTeflion of. But if a partial regard to his of^n intereft fo fiu^ dazzles 
his Mudqfilanding as ta in^ueace his believing that he h^s alright to 
diicourage, difcountenance or fupprefs genius, for the unbounded gra* 
tiiication of his own peofiiary. appetite, it is high .time he fhould be 
undeceived in that point; and therefore I beg leave, in behalf ofTmerit 
and the public, to reprefent and infill that it is his duty to cherilh and 
forward writers of taJeht^, nay even of promife, as the nation is intc-- 
refttd in his ft) doing : and all fefliires therein, the people have a right 
to refcht, ftay tftn to revenge m fo fignd a manner as thalt gf getting 
hibi A^htA of the power he ihould be fo daring as to give xhiniifeft 
tokens of abufing. 

It is biit too obvious that Ae orders of fbciety have been fufieqrd, in 
many fituatioDS, tobereverfed, naycven^to be uprooted from Inainig 
U9. Of this txnUti undeniable inilances might be given in many im« 
poftant cotlcerns of a publk nature. But as it is befide my pufpoic^ 
at prefent, to examine any cafes of this kind but that of authorl and 
aiftbr^, I fhfltll proceed to a fttt difctrflion of theirs,, let who will, and 
to what degree foever, be offended. 

Ah iherits of tbe aftor, it muft be allowed, are local and temporary^, 
while thofe of the author are univerfal and immortal. In thefe lights 
great and good men, glorious ages and wife governments, have always 
beheld them, and judged of them: die latter las contributing highly to' 
the ferviee of fbcieties and the honour of nations, and the former, only 
as occafionally to their amufement or diverfion. And I appeal to the 
legal regulations of thofe extinguifhed, as well as of all exiting flates^, 
for the illufbFation and iupport of my argument. Even iii our owq 
country, to go no farther txick than thie traces of certainty will carry us> 
I leave to fadt and fober judgment to decide, in how fupcrior a light tp 
that ofaftors the dramatic poets even of the very laft age^peawdbi' 
Bryden, Addifon^ Rowe^ Congrevef Steele^ Fanbrugb, ^^^^'mff CSgv 
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Benim and many others, ufKkniaWy figpred if> tfeiek tirtlei,, $$;far above 
actors in rank and efleem^ as they at pFeWt do \fi ikii«. Sut Ibeb i$ 
the altered (late of things^ iq our days, tlnat ^t widl bf foUfi4i op taUcmg 
wkh one man^^erj that he cgnfi^ers all Uvifig atfthofs to be jjjgnoranti 
IH-eAumptvous ^nd defpicable creatines } white s^aother CHiK>^ntly treats 
them as dependants and hangers pn ^ nay dra\xrs chir^€tera of them fot 
thie ftage^ as ragged, flioe-lefs mendicants, and Writes letters for tbemi 
dated from Moor-fields, full of ^e£t repreiientations of ^eir vile c^oiv* 
dition, andof I^s own glory and confcious prehemineilce. Tbefe are 
fa(^^ to which I rivet the pref<fnt argument : an4 for notorious proofs, 
in fupport of my own, I a[^al to the firft exaibition of heihe^ and to 
a htter published laft year of abu^ey, ,as it was called,, to Squire G«^~-4 
< As thefe truths are undeniable, vrho can ^irly blame th^ refentndenfe 
of authcs's ill a. cHufe no more theirs than it is tliiat oi ooiankind ? And 
vf hy ihould public opinion be blindly biailed tiy, or acquieJeod 10, thte 
determinations of felf-interefted men, to the reproach and injufy of 
Others more refpe£^Ie and iii^K>rmnt| %A^ be (b tiamelyyiitflded up to 
the prepoflefiions that cunning has eftiibliO^ .and iotp&ikire livdiis rt-« 
liplfof; even fo far as* to fmk all the plaints <)f Superior niefit iifc the un^ 
bounded^ preteniicns and arbitrary afljun^ptioiia of that v^bid> ia itife*-* 
^iof? Yet Aich has. become the cafe to a| dariqg4iid even to a dangerous 
^g^ \ d^ngi^rouj^j I mean to literature afi^.gti^ius, and C€lnfe<Juendy,i 
^j)ot to the proiperity, at leaft to the repufafigii of the age. This is ai 
^ranoy eftabli^ed by the a<% fpf teitraiitiagtlM QUmber of play-Jbonfesy- 
hifitful alike to unpatented actors and autiiors, thovgh perh^^s not i^tte 
io aft equal degree;, and which, \jlrith regard to the latter, havihg becn> 
^t too fuccelsfuUy ftrcng!tl>ened by a Uceotioufnefe of ridicule on one 
fide^; is fure highly dcfcrving of refeeitmeqto^i the other. ' 
. Had the power that linoiced the right of trt^t^iiig theatricid exhibt<r 
tions to the poflefbrs of two, patents, pfe&ribed aay t^rito for the en-- 
couragen^ent of writers ^kl fecurity of "feSocs, 1;^ iabtxiitting their 
claims and pre(enfions to difintereded per(bo6, the iojiiiftice. might have! 
\^n' prevented, that all are np^ obvipufly e^tpo&d tj& ecMtQUiitef • , Butl 
as things (land, there is anK>nopply tn?de jtbat QEiay be as tyrdnnital and. 
pppreiTive as it picafes. Ai)d wh#is thete that is j(b wanting of a due 
knowledge of the human heftrt, a$ i»ot to be aware of the di$ofitiont)f 
iqap to abufe a power that ca9 be .e:(er<:iied, at the.expence of geoenl,* 
to partial advantage ? How far this has been the ca£^ the public, I am> 
afiaid, has not been fufflciehtly made £$nfibk of even by tibio inaquent 
appeals to them, of adors antl ajuthors^ vA partieukrly the latter; 
who, if men of delicacy, have undoubtedly proferrtd iiiflbring in 
iil^oce to the difagr^eabk office of openly prttfbcuting juitiQe. iieiKse' 
l^ye the unproportioned importance of a pla]^ and the profits of a> 
p^Qtomine been extended : Arid Jbienee has an iiDmeafuratie gain been 
iDit^Q by one man, from an afifeiSktd , venei^aliofi for dead authors, while 
theJwriftg h^ve been diAx)uraged> diicouatenaiK:^, kifoked and ftanrad. 
« I^ a»y agf,,pri<>r to (he prefent, be fairly examined, audi I im 
pmA»^d»il.witt.^pMrtbat.tt^^ ^ay^ wcf^ prodttied ink^^for. 
. . ; one 
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lone that is exhibited in ours. And yet fays this pretended Volunteer, 
I / think it evident that too many offered pieces have been a&td. And pray 
for why, but that becaufe he thinks they were not all of the firft rank 
for excellence ? But has it been other wife with thofe that he (I fay be) 
has thought proper to revive ? How many of thofe have bcf n hooted^ 
faift, negleifled and defpifed ? And yet he afliduoufly proceeds in im* 
pofing them upon the public, for no other reafon but becaufe he 
pockets up5 therefirom, extraordinary profits to himfelf; for he is too 
well known to be fuppofed to mifs the advantage of any claim to pecu- 
liar gain, and thereiore, befides what allowances he can get from the 
ftage, he enjoys the rewards of altercr, or editor for the prefs^. Arc 
not diefe forcible inftigations to hi6 oppreiiing and ridiculing of living 
authors s and to his high, pious and manifefted reverence for the dead ? 
Does he not thereby magnify his own figure as well as his income > 
And who then can be fo blind as to miiftake the motives to his proceed- 
ings? 

But ought we to judge of the merits of rejefted pieces, cither by thofe 
he exhibits, or by the genendity of fuch as are printed by their authors^ 
as refufed performances ? I take the^liberty to think not ; and (halt 
offer my reafons for that opinion. With regard to the firft,: I can fay 
the town does believe that no pky is now brought on the ftage, at either 
houfe, but l^ the meer influence of irrefiflible recomniendauon} which 
is as likely to be obtained for the worfl as for the beft that can be 
written. And for the feafonablenefs of my opinion, I firft appeal ta 
die managers of both houfes themfdves, if this was not exprefsly the 
cafe with refpedt both to Douglas znAAgis \ and fecondly, to the fame 
perfons, if they have not rqeded a much better play than either of 
them, whofe author difdained to employ a like means, and which/ if he 
had endeavoured for, it is not to be doubted but that he might have ob- 
tained : as he is not only a writer of name, but a man in fuch circum-'* 
fiances, that heofifered to take the hazard of the theatre upon himfe!f» 
for nine nights; and being refufed it, to my certain knowledge, at one 
houfe, I tsuce for granted he was at both, as at both the play has been 
rejected : though Rofcius himfelf> fifteen years ago, openly declared it 
to be an excellent one. But he wash^not at that time a patentee^ and' 
therefore had not the flrone biafs on fads mind for revived pieces in pre-' 
ference to new ones, which he has now the power to exhibit fo abun- 
dantly to his own advantage. 

As for the plays that have been printed without ading; it may be 
faid that none of' theni were written by audiors of any name^ except 
one; and even he was at that time unknown for a dramatic genius: nay, 
has perhaps fince found that it is not very highly his talent. But mih^ 
out difcuuing the merits of that performance, or pretending to defend 
it in iall points, I will venture to affirm that feveral new pieces, which 
were much worfe, have been fince exhibited at either houfe i nay a Hill 
greater number of hx inferior old plays have been revived, and mkhf 
of both kinds with confiderable fucce&. The truth is, that men who 
have a le^d for repotationj Cf a confcioulhcft of ^iperit^ will be €au«: 

tioui 
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tious of publifhing pieces under the ftlgmatiiing circumftances of being 
rejededj and therefore it tn^y b^ fuppofcd that the wqrft only are 
likeJy to appear in fuch a light. Let not Rdfdus^ then, have jtHe con- 
fidence to fhelter himfelf any longer under fuch a' plea, which he 
wants n<JI'the cunning to know is difingenuoiis, tior I the courage to 
pronourlcC is diftioneft. If he will (hew himfelf worthy of public ap- 
probatio* in this truft, and not dfeftrving of national indignation and 
reientment, let him fubmit the decilibn to dble alnd impartial judges : 

«^ecially as, in evidence of hisfellJbility in this point, the decided 
worthinefs of fo rtany 6f his revived plays may be unanfwerably 
pleaded 4gainft him. 

Bat as a proof that I ^m not miftaken in tiife author I am now an- 
fwering, he is particularly fplenetic with regard .'to one piece and its 
writer, v^hom I hold myfelf ndt interefted to defend. Yet I muft ob- 
fcrvc that the public, and even he, himfelf, f6rraerly, thought otherwife 
of that performance than lie afFci^s now to dot , fo that, I fear^ he has 
ibmefbad rcafons for this opifen alteration of opi^^on. Whether that 
play would draw another audience or not, it is impoffible to decide, 
unlefs^he experiment fhould be made;, and that I believe Rofcius has 
biis -motives for • not doing ; the principal of which, I apprehend, is, 
not a fear that itfliould not draw audiences, but that it fhould. *What 
foccefe he formerly met. with in ading a principal charader therein^ I 
take not up6n myfelf to determine v but I will venture to aflert, that 
another eminent adlor will not hefitate to pronounce that he acquired 
reputation by aftitig a part in it: and I believe the town in general 
thought as well of it as of any new piece that RofciUs has exhibited fince 
he l>ccame a manager. But I have fhewn, in another man's cafe, how 
ftrangely and how ftrongly our theatrical Sultan can alter his imperial 
notions and declarations. However, fhould he make the trial, and dif- 
cover that in this point he thinks rightly, the fortune of the piece 
would not prove Angular, as he has, this very feafon, revived a play of 
another author's which did not fo much as once fill his houfe. 

He plumes himfelf highly upon his alteration oi xht Fatal Marriage^ 
which, folely from Mrs. Ciiier*s excellent performance in it, has in- 
^deed proved fuccefsful j his own, therein, being as indifferent as the 
meaneft a3or's upon the flage. But let him not attribute to the efforts 
of his own genius any portion of the fatisfadtion that it gave : for, had 
1 room to comment upon his poetical merit therein, I have fcope 
enough for fevere reprehenfions on both what he did and what he omit- 
ted to do. Southern had undoubtedly great powers for touching the 
paflions ; and therefore his blemifhes require an abler hand than that of 
our mighty Rofcius himfelf for their corredion. 

Mr. Fobinteer fhews himfelf, in many parts of his epiflle, highly in- 
terefted in fupporting the fafhionable, I had almofl faid lucrative, prac- 
tice of revivals : for which purpofe he particularizes many parts and 
authors that he much wifhes to fee juflice done to, and therefore more 
gamejiers and Dicclejians may be expedled next year, we find, for the 
entertainment and honour of the age. But it does not appear that he 
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can encourage any kopcs of new produ£tions that wilt be acceptable^ 

notwithftanaing what we have fecn with tc^pe£k to Agis. How happy 

was it, for themfelves and the world, that Dryden^ Otv)ay znA even 

Sbakifpear lived in other ages» whofo firft works would have effedu* 

ally damned them in this; efpecially as^thej had the rabfoAbne to be 

born Englijhmen* But, as they are now become ancients to us, not onljr 0| 

they, but even thepooreft of their cotemporaries are to be artored, tQ 

the reproach and infamy of our modern days, wlUch can produce ikh 

thing but a Rofcius that is worthy of encouragement or rewa^ , 

And to be fure the town, as it ought to do, will continue to cpoifil * 
der him as fingly meritorious of all profit and all praife. They wiB al^^ 
low his judgment beyond appeal^ and his difinttrefted endeavours, to 
pleafe them irreproachable. They will admire what he approves, an^ 
contentedly pay for what he is pleafed to favour them with : . foi: hp^m^ 
he only, can be dcferving of their regards 

Though I have not done with my fubjed, I ihall^ at prefent, cfon--* 
elude wiui obferving, that xhtVolunteer champion has, I beUeve^ om^q 
wilfully than ignorandy miftaken the plan of your puUications. lo yoiir 
introductory paper, you declared your defign not particular but geilerali! 
and as calculated for the correction of all kinds of abufet : among wtkidM 
thofe of the ftage are furdy of a public nature. And, therefore, 3^00; 
in no fort deviated from your fcheme in giving place to the obTervatton* 
you prefented to your readers from,. 

$r^ your humble fervanti 

' SEVERUS* 
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iflh wquid fain pcrfuade the poor, thV injured, . the 'diftrefled people,, 
Xo be no longer the dupes^and property of hypocrites'and traitors,, 
But very few can (hare the ^ages/)f inii[uity, and all the reft mpft^ 
fufter: the peaf^'s interest is the public. ihtef eft ; it fignifies the* 
fame thing: whatever thefe betrayers of threir country get/, the, 

; people muft lofe; and what is /worfe, . muft lofe a great. d?al, 

more. than the others can get ; for filch conipiracies and extor-. 

. tions cannot be fuccefsfully carried on, without deftroying or in-> 

t . juring trade, jiervertirig juftice, corrupting the guardians of the» 
public, liberty, arid the almoft total diflbliilioTi drthe principles 'of ^ 
government. * Trekchard/ :, 



Vave'noT onTy IronllW^^ 

)od man from whofe. writings I have taken my, 
otto ; 'but alfo from many others, ^he information, . 
at fo lately as in the reign of Queen Annej sl Judge, 
' the higheft ranjc told fes Bf other courtiers, upon, 
leir deteding him in a dirty dealing,* which had. 
^ ven him ten thoufand pounds, that // was wortB\?Jo, 
man's time to ferve ti party ^ uulefs he could now and then ^et gphdjobJ/Y by ^it. , 
Haw .dangerous the ferviees of 2ijudgi to ^^Jarty^ vC^ill pfoVe to* the *coh-:> 
ftitul|pnal fecurityof a/?^f7^/£',,may be gpefl?d at by eiraminirigfthccon- 
duia oFthe renowned Jtlff'erids r for that great" Lord and learned ipter- . 
pretw ja£ the laivsy d6ubtlefs did not ftrain theni'to opprefs, . pluh jl^f ity ' 
. unwarrahtable fines, and, in what he called 'the defence of regal pre-' 
rogative, (cttttnce eniinent and innocent men* evdn to death, wiili^the 
afliftance oi awedov packed juries^ v^ithout feek:irtg and receivrng.f 
rewards. ¥tvf men* will expofc Aemfcfyes to uriiv6ifid ob 
hatred, from being riiadc the' inftruments' of cfiiilfy 'and oppfelfion, 
without being ftimulat^d thereto by pecuiiijtry advantages t'o*themfclves, 
to be made by one ftiethod or another: of mfea^is for vyHicIi kind of* 
gratificatiG^ns,:-mimfter^ take cafe to fecure *tb thernfelves good Ibpres : \ 
and of ihqfe, the geftteeleft in bcilowal,' are (hares of public ^c^Aj,* un- 
der xrpjsrcr of thefr namts who have^ccome fo callousin mind as lieiuier 
to feeltairfes or fear fcandalj or by- having the means of makmg pri- 
vate ones p]at into their own power : when ihey carve out for theq 
YdtA. Ff . 
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accordine to the mcafures of their own moderation, as was the cafe of 
the wolf in flieep's cloathing, whom, in but a fingle article of blcjod- 
fucking, I have now inftanced. • 

Whenever, therefore, a judge is found ftraining of p^^s for partial 
purpofes, we may affure piirfelvcs that he is felling la^Rpenly for a 
fecret price i and it dien behoves a whole people, for ^ir common 
fafety, at once to unite thcmtelvcs againft him. Secret trcaHcr^is more 
dangerous to a communky than open violcncn: from a hlow^ of thcL 
latter a people may recover s but with the fappings o^ thg form^iliey 
Iji^k and are deftroyed. df * 

Confpiracie5 for plunder are as Unbounded in* their opq:ation^s|i|iey 
ara Fuineus in their cflfeds. The fame worthy author obferv«, tllat ' 
^^ one great man, who gets an hundred thoi^and pounds by chc^t||||f 
'^ the public, muft wipk and connive at ten others who fhali wroftBf it^ 
" of ten thoufand pounds each j and Aen of ten times as man^ «k)i%» ' 
** who (hall defraud it of one thoufand ; and fo on m leffcr progrcdion# 
" till the greateft part of the public revenue is fwallowed and devoured 
^^ by great and little plunderers* It is therefore (continues he) of thc^ 
<* utmoft importance to the fecurity and happinefs of any (lat^ to puni(h 
*' in the moft exemplary manner, all thofe who are lotrufted by it, and 
betray that truft : it becomes the wifdom of a nation, to give ten 
thoufand pounds to purchafe a head, which cheats it of fixpence. 
i Valerius Maximus (fays he) c^XXsfeverity the Jure preffrver and4SV€nger 
^* of liberty : it is as neceffary for the preventing of tyranny as for the 
fupport of it* After the -death of the fons of Brutis^ executed by 
•* the command of their own father, and in his prefence, vye hear no 
•^ more of any confpirators in Rome^ to reftopc the Tarquins 5 and had 
** Marius^ Cafar^ and other corruptors of the people, met vjth the 
" fame puniflimc^nti that glorious commonwealth might have fubfifted 
•^ to this day. Lenity to great crimes is an invitation to greater ; whereas 
*• the defpair* of pardon, for the moft part, makes pardon ufelefs. If 
•* no mercy were (hewn to the enemies of the ftate, no ftate would be 
*• overturned 5 and if fmall or no puniftiment be inflidtcd upon them, 
** no ftate can be fafe." 

Could a legiflator and patriot, like Mr. Trencbard^ by his voice in the 
fenate and pen from the prefs, have reftrained the riling floods of ccarr 
ruptioQ, whidh have fince deluged and almoft drowqed our conftitution 
and country, common fenfe would not have been violated by fuch pa- 
radoxes as we fee offered to be now palmed upon us for rational policy, 
by fuch as aflert that government is ftrengthcned by a corruption that 
has even talked the abilities of fadlion to extend, while it devoured re- 
venues that have been made fo enormous as to difanimate and dcprcfs 
induftry, and ferved to introduce fo general a fpirit of rapine as appears 
deftroying the principles of a whole people. What the pradices of 
power and office, therein, are now, let who will determine. But what 
they have been, I will fearlefsly tell : and what a continuance of fuch 
muft end in, every man that has common penetration may forcifec, or 

that. 
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that has common honefly will declare, can be no otlier than either 
flavery or cohfufion. 

^r. Trencbard, who died towards the latter tnd of the laft reign, 
vcry^ ftronolr, and juftly reprefented the fatal turn our national af&irs 
were taking^* that time. What his fentiments were concerning bribery, 
r^padtyj fediding armies and national debts, are to be abundantly ften 
in his l|pQnR} and all obfcrvation, fince, on the eflfeds of the extehfion 
of thqije evils, will corf^ince every unprejudiced mind that they arc dif- 
eJjk which«iuft be conquered, or elfe they will infallibly conquer our 
politl||||J conftitution,^ ana that very Ipeedily. 

H man who requires the connivance of others at his own iniquities, 
lA' c*pe<Jt to find it on no other conditions than a reciprocal connivance 
^Ptheirs. And, therefore, it has not been a matter for woridfif to fpe- 
■r culativc men to fee extortionat^es winked at, in fubaltirfts, arid iffl- 
tncnfc cmbezzlemients covered By fupcriors ; whil* inferior Werf pre- 
vailed updn to (hut their eyes to the mifapplk:ations of monies, to frati- 
dulent bargains, and fiditious accounts. Hence have thd clerfcS of 
offices and dock-yards, with falaries of forty or fifty pounds f¥f Snnum^ 
been fei^n to live ^ the rate of five hundred or a thoufand pounds a 
year, while higher officers and commiffioners have even out-fpent 
eftated gentry and nobility, even at the fame time that they weffe buy- 
ing them out of their inheritancts. This by inattenftive readers ttfay 
be. caHdd indifcriminate flander ; yet obfervation or information fhould 
. conviqc^evfiry^man it is % truth obvious eaduglx ibr the eafi^ Md ful*- 
l«ft conviftion- What wonder is it, then, that W6 fee eftates neglected 
for the fake q£ acquiri^g^pofts, and thaf induftriofis and creditable cal- 
lings are bch^d fcorned ©r forfaken for the nfieaneft of government 
employments. j . 

The time has been when no yeffelj not the very iitoalleft eriiployed 
in the coafting fervice, could be accepted, cvett on preffing emergen- 
cies, before an upper clerk, or a fctriefary, bacJ beert fee'd, at the rate 
perhaps of from /even to ten pits* cera\ dn the Ami to be earned 5 which 
was really no other than adding juft io nmch to Che ep^ntt that the 
nation need fairly to have been put to: for to fuppofe otherwife Would 
be fuppofing that bargaihers are fools, that meti^ Wilt deal fo their own 
lofs, or contentedly work for nothing. Whea tiiie fee has feeured 
the veffers being taken up,^ then' the bufinefs falls ta the care of atto- 
ther, or more, rfiat diredl or fuperintend her loading v who have it in* 
their power to create difficulties and embsuraflments that are to be' 
only obviated, removed or eafed, by another te* or gratuity. The* 
fame may perhaps attend the unloadmg, and alterv^ard» the pilffing of 
certificates, and the recovery of the money : for all of whk:h aNoWance* 
mufi: be made in the adjuilments of price, and has often, perhaps, 
made the charge to the nation one fourth part more thari it need to 
have been. An equal plunder in- levies ot embezzlements have con* 
ftituted the ,perquifites in other vaiious departments of bufinefe, which 
have been complained of by all who have had any thing to dd with 
offices, and been frequently expoied in both a ftritfus^ andludkit>us 

manner. 
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manner. What imnienfe fums of public money are funk in the fees 
of one revenue office has been (hewn by me in a former- paper, and 
what frauds have been committed in contradls and bargains, hinted at : 
all of which are combinations of high and low for plunder*of the peo- 
ple, by making the charge of government immenfely and unreaibn- 
ably burthenfome. And can any man fuppofe that the abufes and ex- 
tortions of fubordinates are winked at and encouraged b^fuperiors, 
without their largely (haring in the fruits of them, or having propor- 
tionate iniquities to (helter? Vain, furely, fliould be thought the ima- 
ginations of thofe who undertake to give fuch appearances any^ther 
interpretations. • 

Our charge of government therefore, it muft be allowed, has been 
made immoderately and iniquitoufly great : fo much fo, that inherit 
tances which were deemed handfome in the laft century, fcarce give 
their owners incomes fufficient for a fubfiftance at prefent : while the 
laborious are fo pinched that they have hardly the means for fuftaining 
life in their power. A poor handicraftfman, for example, who earns 
half a crown a day by his labour, and is in conftant work, in the mc- 
tiopolis, may be faid to earn more than any man in the fame condi- 
tion can do in any other country of the world. And yet if this ipan- 
has a wife and five or fix children (which every country fhould en- 
courage him to have apd enable hijcn by his induftry to fupport) let 
Ytiat income be fairly eftimated, and it will be found inadequate to the' 
fuftaining of them with any degree of comfort* The leail ttcident* 
therefore makes them become immediately burthenfome to the com- 
munity. Hence are our parifli taxes all over the kingdom encrcafed 
to rates almoft double of what they were at fifty years ago, and hence 
are hofpitals and workhoufes continually eredling, and yet not fuffi-. 
cient for the numbers of miferable objects that are eternally applying 
for relief. And hence are the numbers of our people decreafing, from 
the difcouragements to matrimony that charges in humble, and lux- 
ury in higher life occafr>n. And what, pray, ar^ the prqfpeds that 
are now before us, ^ with regard to matters fo extremely inter efting and 
important? 

And yet ignorance and inattention cry out, there never was fuch 
riches in the nation as at prefent 1 in fome parts of it, indeed, there is 
fuch a fliew ; but it is, except with refpedt to a few particulars*, no- 
thing but a fliew, as I hope I have demonftrated in fome former re- 
marks: for all our paper wealth, on which fo many families are now 
making a figure, is to be confidered as no other than mortgage bonds * 
upon our land and labour, for which we at prefent ftrain hard to pay 
the intereft : but which, with a farther increafe of it, or any confide- • 
rable decline of our foreign commerce, (and that is already giving 
way in favour of other nations, who can and do fupply markets in 
many articles thereof much cheaper than ourfclves) muft cither dil- 
poflefs the holders of folid property, or lofc its own value ,- for it is 
adlually no other than mortgage money artificially created, and of 
fuch a fpecies as to have no intrinfic value. Thefe are truths, glaring 

aiid 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



I 



t 



1^0,29. 6rPATRl6T.PROCLAIlVIER, ^ '^pi 

zxid WKkakble, tlwt difcoyer the dangerous fituation of oAr cbuntry. 
And tl*u5 is the charge of govemmctit eating away our (bdigtb, and 
deftr<^ing all dur rcfourocs from foreign cominercc, which miift every 
Yfzy deb&atc us, and will faievkabiy wvolvc " us in bankrupfcy 5 and 
what the unhappy confequenccs thereof may prove, there is no man 
can pretend to foreielL 

The laft evil of confpiring abufe and impofitlon which I have to 
confidfr, fe that of corrupting the guardians of public liberty. And 
£ure, fiace Mr. Trenckard's time, th6 means df doing this have been 
eM^mouflyfecreafod. Almoft every tax that has been created, (and how 
alarnaipg their number is, let any one examine and determine) has fur- 
niflieoQCcafions for the ceding of new offices and employments, with 
new jobs and emoluments of every kinjd. The v^^ry army has almoft 
doubled its dependencies of thofe dayj: and every method that could 
he taken, has been ufcd, to multiply them in every other manner. 
What the opinion, then, of the people thereon ftiould be, let every one 
determine from common fenfe. 

I thank God jtiat we have fuch an opinion of our foverelgn, hrs toini- 
Jfters and our teprcfematives, at prcfenty as permits us riot to harbour a 
fUfpicion of danger. But furely a greatly increafing dfcbt and augmenting 
army, fliould make us, with good reafon, tremble for pofterity. For 
is it not obvious to conception that adminiftrations of goverrmicnt may 
hereafter be formed, who by dint of employments and other pecuniary 
|pratification5, fhall fecure to thcaoifelves a majority of votes among the 
Jiprefentatives of the peopie, 4md thetebf a power to opprefs the people 
by levies andeqcumbcr them by debts, till, made hopelefs and dcfperate, 
ihey provoke them to a refiftance, which they will then make the 
wicked pretence for depriving them, by a ftandjng army, of their li- 
berties ? This is indeed a degree of wickednefs thit irnioeent men are 
perhaps too apt to btlieve their fellow fubjedls incapable of arriving at. 
And yet it is what has been experienced in all the kingdoms around us, 
that have been fucccifivcly fubje^ed to arbitrary power 5 and has many 
times brou^t eyen our own conflimtk)n into imminent hazard. Can 
any man with the Icaft colour of reafon fuppofe that if Charles the firft 
had been raafter of ten thoufand mercenary forces, when he began to 
quarrel with his parliament, that he might not have fccurcly trampled 
upon the privileges of the nation ? And is^ it not well known that Charles 
Xhst jfecond meditated the making of himfelf abfolute by means of an 
armj^ of but fix thoufend, and probably would have done it but for the 
honour of the duke of Scbomberg^ who was a foreigner ? And bad as 
thefe fchemes and many others have been in Kings, has it not always 
appeared that they could find minifters wicked andTdaring enough to fe- 
cond them in their endeavours? And therefore we may depend they al- 
ways will be able to find fuch, whenever they are difpofed to profecute 
fuch undertakings. 

But we have not only to fear the ambition of future Kings, but^the 
rapacity alfo of future fadions, who may, for their own advantages, 
fupport maxims of government, that may alike endanger the public 
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fafety and their own heads ; when, it is to be feared, for. the fccurity (# ,. I 

the latter they will be ready to iacrifice the former. As, for e^^mpl^l. v 
Ihould the prefept and too long adopted policy of mortgaging be pur- 
fued till the natioo is fo Weakened as to fink under the load, gr obliged 4 

to throw it off: when public credit is cracked, and public dividends be- 1 

gin to fail, will they not cre^p fuch ferments among the people and , 
luch perils to minifters, that perfonal fafety may make the latter ftrive 
to (heltcr themfelves under the power of extended prerogative, md in- 
duce; them, to endeiavour , making the crown ablbkite, at all events, ra- 
ther than hazard the vengeance of an exafpcratcd community ? TMs' 
appears to me, and I think it muft to every man, a natural confequence 
and fure effeft of caufes rooted in the falfe policy of the laft ag^ ; but at 
what tiqac to happen, has perhaps been thought immaterial toconfider. 
. Yet that fuch an event has been conftantly forefeen and regularly pre-' 
pared for, may with certainty be pronounced from the gradual encreafe 
of a ftanding military force, in proportion, as it were,> with our aug- 
mented encumbrances, or, in other words our conftituttonal dangers : 
for the doing of which, all the pleas that pofTibly could, have been en- 
deavoured to be made fpecious, and therein every power of fophiftry 
cxercifed, and every fpecies of artifice exhaufted. The encreafe, there- 
fore, of uDur ftanding army, along with the evils that made the ufe of 
! it neceflary, has bcwt clearly feen and acknowledged to be a difcafe that 
muft prove mortal to our conftitution in the end. Th« onlj 
againu which, that can prove efFeftual, the voice of the pub 
late prefcribed, and fome patriot minifters, to their great hone 
endcavoifr^d to apply : which is a well regulated militiai an 
ment on which our iafety muft hereafter depend. 

But the aggrieved people have a right to farther conceffions, ana 
principally exemptions from the plunderings of the adjunds of power ; 
who have been fleecing without bounds, and fleaing without mercy. A 
thorough examination, therefore, into the abufes of office and applica- 
tions of public monies, they have good reafon to require ; that while 
they chearfully contribate to the honourable fupport of government and 
exigencies of ftate, they may not be devoured by thofe whom they fu- 
ftain, fold by thofe whom they truft, or plundered by thofe whom they 
pay. Vain will be found the terrors of penal laws where injuries or i 

neceflities provoke defperation : and which if not cautionarily prevented 
or feafonably removed, the people have a right (and it is to hoped will 
ufe it;) to unite by legal methods for the enforcing of redrefs. 
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